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Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN changed his
vote from ‘‘nay’’ to ‘‘yea.”

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California
changed his vote from ‘‘yea’” to
“‘present.”

So (two-thirds having voted in favor
thereof) the rules were suspended and
the concurrent resolution was agreed
to.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

Stated for:

Mr. PUTNAM. Mr. Speaker, | was unavoid-
ably detained when the vote was called for
rolicall No. 16. | strongly support the resolution
honoring the brave Americans who made the
ultimate sacrifice on February 25, 1991, during
Operation Desert Storm. Had | been present,
| would have voted “yea.”

Mr. TANCREDO. Mr. Speaker, on rollcall
No. 16, | was inadvertently detained. Had |
been present, | would have voted “yea.”

Mr. THOMAS. Mr. Speaker, during rollcall
vote 16, | was unavoidably detained. Had |
been present, | would have voted “yea.”
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ELECTION OF MEMBER TO COM-
MITTEE ON INTERNATIONAL RE-
LATIONS

Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. Speaker, by di-
rection of the Democratic Caucus, I
offer a privileged resolution (H. Res. 63)
and ask for its immediate consider-
ation.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 63

Resolved, That the following named Mem-
ber be, and is hereby, elected to the fol-
lowing standing committee of the House of
Representatives:

Committee on International Relations: Mr.
ENGEL of New York to rank immediately
after Mr. DAVIS of Florida.

The resolution was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

—————

PERMITTING USE OF ROTUNDA OF
CAPITOL FOR CEREMONY AS
PART OF COMMEMORATION OF
DAYS OF REMEMBRANCE OF VIC-
TIMS OF HOLOCAUST

Mr. NEY. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent to take from the Speak-
er’s table the concurrent resolution (H.
Con. Res. 14) permitting the use of the
Rotunda of the Capitol for a ceremony
as part of the commemoration of the
days of remembrance of victims of the
Holocaust, with a Senate amendment
thereto and concur in the Senate
amendment.

The Clerk read the title of the con-
current resolution.

The Clerk read the Senate amend-
ment, as follows:

Senate amendment: Page 1, line 3, strike
out ‘“‘April 18, 2001 and insert ‘‘April 19,
2001,
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The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. GIB-
BONS). Is there objection to the request
of the gentleman from Ohio?

There was no objection.

Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, | rise in support
of H. Con. Res. 14, sponsored by our distin-
guished colleague from Ohio, Mr. NEY.

House Concurrent Resolution 14 permits the
use of our Congressional Rotunda for the an-
nual ceremony to commemorate the Days of
Remembrance of the victims of the Holocaust.

The annual day of Remembrance, spon-
sored by the Holocaust Memorial Council of
which | am a member, will be held on April 18,
2001. This important program allows the Con-
gress and the Nation to observe the days of
remembrance, to pay tribute to the American
liberators of the concentration camp’s sur-
vivors, and by commemorating this enormous
tragedy, ensuring that it never happens again.

Accordingly, Mr. Speaker, | am pleased to
join in urging the adoption of this resolution.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

————
DISPENSING WITH CALENDAR
WEDNESDAY BUSINESS ON

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 28, 2001

Mr. NEY. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent that the business in
order under the Calendar Wednesday
rule be dispensed with on Wednesday,
February 28, 2001.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Ohio?

There was no objection.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair desires to make an announce-
ment.

After consultation with the majority
and minority leaders, and with their
consent and approval, the Chair an-
nounces that tonight when the two
Houses meet in joint session to hear an
address by the President of the United
States, only the doors immediately op-
posite the Speaker and those on his left
and right will be open.

No one will be allowed on the floor of
the House who does not have the privi-
lege of the floor of the House.

Due to the large attendance which is
anticipated, the Chair feels the rule re-
garding the privilege of the floor must
be strictly adhered to.

Children of Members will not be per-
mitted on the floor, and the coopera-
tion of all Members is requested.

———

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12 of rule I, the Chair de-
clares the House in recess until ap-
proximately 8:40 p.m. for the purpose of
receiving in joint session the President
of the United States.

Accordingly (at 5 o’clock and 34 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess
until approximately 8:40 p.m.
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The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker at 8
o’clock and 45 minutes p.m.

————

JOINT SESSION OF THE HOUSE
AND SENATE HELD PURSUANT
TO THE PROVISIONS OF HOUSE
CONCURRENT RESOLUTION 28 TO
HEAR AN ADDRESS BY THE
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED
STATES

The Speaker of the House presided.

The Deputy Sergeant at Arms, Mrs.
Kerri Hanley, announced the Vice
President and Members of the TU.S.
Senate, who entered the Hall of the
House of Representatives, the Vice
President taking the chair at the right
of the Speaker, and the Members of the
Senate the seats reserved for them.

The SPEAKER. The Chair appoints
as members of the committee on the
part of the House to escort the Presi-
dent of the United States into the
Chamber:

The gentleman from Texas (Mr.
ARMEY);
The gentleman from Texas (Mr.

DELAY);

The gentleman from Oklahoma (Mr.
WATTS);

The gentleman from California (Mr.
Cox);

The gentleman from Missouri (Mr.
GEPHARDT);

The gentleman from Michigan (Mr.
BONIOR);

The gentleman from Texas
FROST); and

The gentleman from New Jersey (Mr.
MENENDEZ).

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Presi-
dent of the Senate, at the direction of
that body, appoints the following Sen-
ators as members of the committee on
the part of the Senate to escort the
President of the United States into the
House Chamber:

The Senator from Mississippi (Mr.
LoTT);

The Senator
NICKLES);

The Senator from Pennsylvania (Mr.
SANTORUM);

The Senator
HUTCHISON);

The Senator from Idaho (Mr. CRAIG);

The Senator from Tennessee (Mr.

(Mr.

from Oklahoma (Mr.

from Texas (Mrs.

FRIST);

The Senator from Alaska (Mr. STE-
VENS);

The Senator from Texas (Mr.
GRAMM);

The Senator from Kentucky (Mr.
MCcCONNELL);

The Senator from Maine (Ms.
SNOWE);

The Senator from New Hampshire
(Mr. GREGG);

The Senator from South Dakota (Mr.
DASCHLE);
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The Senator from Nevada (Mr. REID);
The Senator from Maryland (Ms. MI-

KULSKI);

The Senator from North Dakota (Mr.
DORGAN);

The Senator from Massachusetts (Mr.
KERRY);

The Senator from West Virginia (Mr.
ROCKEFELLER);

The Senator from Washington (Mrs.
MURRAY);

The Senator from Illinois (Mr. DUR-
BIN);

The Senator from California (Mrs.
BOXER);

The Senator from Louisiana (Mr.
BREAUX); and

The Senator from Florida (Mr. NEL-
SON).

The Deputy Sergeant at Arms an-
nounced the Acting Dean of the Diplo-
matic Corps, His Excellency Roble
Olhaye, Ambassador to the United
States from Djibouti.

The Acting Dean of the Diplomatic
Corps entered the Hall of the House of
Representatives and took the seat re-
served for him.

The Deputy Sergeant at Arms an-
nounced the Supreme Court of the
United States.

An Associate Justice of the Supreme
Court of the United States entered the
Hall of the House of Representatives
and took the seat reserved for him in
front of the Speaker’s rostrum.

The Deputy Sergeant at Arms an-
nounced the Cabinet of the President of
the United States.

The members of the Cabinet of the
President of the United States entered
the Hall of the House of Representa-
tives and took the seats reserved for
them in front of the Speaker’s rostrum.

At 9 o’clock and 4 minutes p.m., the
Sergeant at Arms, Mr. Wilson
Livingood, announced the President of
the United States.

The President of the United States,
escorted by the committee of Senators
and Representatives, entered the Hall
of the House of Representatives, and
stood at the Clerk’s desk.

(Applause, the Members rising.)

The SPEAKER. Members of the Con-
gress, I have the high privilege and the
distinct honor of presenting to you the
President of the United States.

(Applause, the Members rising.)

—————

ADDRESS TO THE JOINT SESSION
OF CONGRESS BY THE PRESI-
DENT OF THE UNITED STATES

The PRESIDENT. Mr. Speaker, Mr.
Vice President, Members of Congress:

It is a great privilege to be here to
outline a new budget and a new ap-
proach for governing our great coun-
try.

I thank you for your invitation to
speak here tonight. I know Congress
had to formally invite me and it could
have been a close vote. So, Mr. Vice
President, I appreciate you being here
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to break the tie. I want to thank so
many of you who have accepted my in-
vitation to come to the White House to
discuss important issues. We are off to
a good start. I will continue to meet
with you and ask for your input. You
have been kind and candid, and I thank
you for making a new President feel
welcome.

The last time I visited the Capitol, I
came to take an oath. On the steps of
this building, I pledged to honor our
Constitution and laws, and I asked you
to join me in setting a tone of civility
and respect in Washington. I hope
America is noticing the difference. We
are making progress. Together, we are
changing the tone in the Nation’s cap-
ital. And this spirit of respect and co-
operation is vital, because in the end
we will be judged not only by what we
say or how we say it, we will be judged
by what we are able to accomplish.

America today is a Nation with great
challenges, but greater resources. An
artist using statistics as a brush could
paint two very different pictures of our
country. One would have warning
signs: increasing layoffs, rising energy
prices, too many failing schools, per-
sistent poverty, the stubborn vestiges
of racism. Another picture would be
full of blessings: a balanced budget, big
surpluses, a military that is second to
none, a country at peace with its
neighbors, technology that is revolu-
tionizing the world, and our greatest
strength, concerned citizens who care
for our country and care for each
other.

Neither picture is complete in and of
itself. And tonight I challenge and in-
vite Congress to work with me to use
the resources of one picture to repaint
the other, to direct the advantages of
our time to solve the problems of our
people.

Some of these resources will come
from government, some but not all.
Year after year in Washington, budget
debates seem to come down to an old,
tired argument: on one side those who
want more government, regardless of
the cost; on the other, those who want
less government, regardless of the
need.

We should leave those arguments to
the last century and chart a different
course. Government has a role, and an
important role. Yet too much govern-
ment crowds out initiative and hard
work, private charity and the private
economy. Our new governing vision
says government should be active but
limited, engaged but not overbearing.

My budget is based on that philos-
ophy. It is reasonable and it is respon-
sible. It meets our obligations and
funds our growing needs. We increase
spending next year for Social Security
and Medicare and other entitlement
programs by $81 billion. We have in-
creased spending for discretionary pro-
grams by a very responsible 4 percent,
above the rate of inflation. My plan

February 27, 2001

pays down an unprecedented amount of
our national debt, and then when
money is still left over, my plan re-
turns it to the people who earned it in
the first place.

A budget’s impact is counted in dol-
lars, but measured in lives. Excellent
schools, quality health care, a secure
retirement, a cleaner environment, a
stronger defense, these are all impor-
tant needs, and we fund them.

The highest percentage increase in
our budget should go to our children’s
education. Education is my top pri-
ority. Education is my top priority,
and by supporting this budget, you will
make it yours as well.

Reading is the foundation of all
learning, so during the next 5 years we
triple spending, adding $5 billion to
help every child in America learn to
read. Values are important, so we have
tripled funding for character education
to teach our children not only reading
and writing, but right from wrong.

We have increased funding to train
and recruit teachers, because we know
a good education starts with a good
teacher.

And I have a wonderful partner in
this effort. I like teachers so much, I
married one. Laura has begun a new ef-
fort to recruit Americans to the profes-
sion that will shape our future: teach-
ing. She will travel across America to
promote sound teaching practices and
early reading skills in our schools and
in programs such as Head Start.

When it comes to our schools, dollars
alone do not always make the dif-
ference. Funding is important, and so
is reform. So we must tie funding to
higher standards and accountability
for results.

I believe in local control of schools.
We should not and we will not run pub-
lic schools from Washington, DC. Yet
when the Federal government spends
tax dollars, we must insist on results.
Children should be tested on basic
reading and math skills every year, be-
tween grades three and eight. Meas-
uring is the only way to know whether
all our children are learning, and I
want to know, because I refuse to leave
any child behind in America.

Critics of testing contend it distracts
from learning. They talk about ‘‘teach-
ing to the test.” But let us put that
logic to the test. If you test a child on
basic math and reading skills and you
are ‘‘teaching to the test,” you are
teaching math and reading, and that is
the whole idea.

As standards rise, local schools will
need more flexibility to meet them, so
we must streamline the dozens of Fed-
eral education programs into five, and
let States spend money in those cat-
egories as they see fit. Schools will be
given a reasonable chance to improve,
and the support to do so.

Yet if they don’t, if they continue to
fail, we must give parents and students
different options: a better public
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