February 27, 2001

It is an honor and a privilege to recognize
the life and accomplishments of Mrs. Chrissie
Collins. Through Mrs. Collins’ continued ef-
forts, Medic Alert Foundation is a worldwide
organization that has served countless num-
bers of people. | am very proud that Medic
Alert Foundation calls Turlock, California its
home. Mrs. Collins’ legacy will serve as an ex-
ample for the community today, tomorrow and
for our future.

————

FEDERAL DEPOSIT INSURANCE
ADJUSTMENT ACT—A DESCRIP-
TION

HON. JOEL HEFLEY

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 27, 2001

Mr. HEFLEY. Mr. Speaker, The Federal De-
posit Insurance Adjustment Act indexes de-
posit insurance coverage to inflation every
three years, as well as retroactively indexing
back to 1980, thus raising the deposit insur-
ance ceiling to approximately $200,000.

Since 1980, FDIC deposit insurance has
lost almost half of its value on an inflation-in-
dexed basis. Today, deposit insurance is less
than it was in 1974 when FDIC coverage was
doubled to $40,000.

The Federal Deposit Insurance Adjustment
Act provides depositors with increased secu-
rity while strengthening the safety and sound-
ness of the banking system. It will help local
communities by enabling depositors to keep
more of their money in local banks, where it
can be reinvested for community projects and
local lending. Lastly, it will help small deposi-
tors, especially those on fixed incomes and
small businesses, who need liquidity, or who
are not in a position to take advantage of our
stock market or to bear the risks inherent in
the stock market.

STATEMENT TO ACCOMPANY THE
AIRLINE MERGER MORATORIUM
ACT

HON. LOUISE McINTOSH SLAUGHTER

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 27, 2001

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Mr. Speaker, we are in
the midst of a merger tsunami. Airline mergers
are sweeping over us, and airline competition
will be lost in the tide. Ten major airlines are
preparing to consolidate into three mega air-
lines controlling eighty-five percent of the U.S.
commercial air transportation services.

A GAO report that I, along with my col-
league JAMES OBERSTAR (MN), requested
made clear in December that the proposed US
Airways/United merger would trigger further
consolidation of the industry, thereby reducing
the industry to as few as three major carriers.
That prediction has come true faster than any
of us imagined. It appears that the mere pos-
sibility of a United/US Airways merger has
prompted American Airlines to buy Trans
World Airlines. Now press reports indicate that
Delta Airlines, Continental Airlines and North-

EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

west Airlines are also exploring a strategic alli-
ance.

No one believes that these mergers are
going to benefit consumers. We need a mora-
torium to determine how detrimental the im-
pact of these mergers will on the flying public.

Twenty-two years into deregulation, we
have been left with fewer airlines, eroding pas-
senger service, and gridlock. President Bush
would have the opportunity during a morato-
rium to order a comprehensive review of how
these mergers will adversely impact the public.
Newly appointed U.S. Transportation Sec-
retary Norman Y. Mineta and U.S. Attorney
General John Ashcroft would have the nec-
essary time to fully understand the problems,
opportunities and constraints faced by new
carriers.

A moratorium would provide the Bush ad-
ministration with sufficient time to establish a
new merger policy. These are enormously
complex mergers where the public interest
must be a factor in determining whether to
allow them to go forward.

A moratorium would provide Congress an
opportunity to request its own independent
analysis of consolidation-related issues from
the Transportation Research Board (TRB)—as
Congress did in 1999 with respect to the DOT
Competition Guidelines.

Congress could seek a TRB analysis of the
many merger-related questions that remain
open including the following:

What are the anticipated long-term impacts
on air transportation system workers should
these mergers be approved?

Is US Airways really a failing airline? If so,
why is United paying a huge market premium
to acquire it?

What is the best use of publicly owned take-
off and landing time slots at Reagan National
Airport?

What would be the national economic im-
pacts from a labor strike among airline em-
ployees should these mergers consolidate the
airline industry into three major carriers?

Generations of American taxpayers have
poured their hard-earned tax dollars into build-
ing our nation’s aviation infrastructure. These
same taxpayers now find themselves at the
mercy of the marketing departments of mega-
carriers who can decide with impunity which
regions of the country will live or die based on
their access to air service.

We owe it to our constituents to take a hard
look at how these mergers will further impact
our communities.

CBC HEARING ON ELECTION
REFORM

HON. CYNTHIA A. McKINNEY

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, February 27, 2001

Ms. MCKINNEY. Mr. Speaker, in 1857, the
Supreme Court majority penned these infa-
mous words: “[The black man has] no rights
which the white man was bound to respect.”
The state of minority voting rights in America
is in disorder, and | see a direct line between
the debacle of 2000 and that shameful ruling
in the Dred Scott case that found that blacks
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could not be citizens of the United States of
America. From that decision and onto Plessy
v. Ferguson in 1896, which struck down a fed-
eral law passed to enforce the Fourteenth
Amendment to the Constitution, black Ameri-
cans have known that the Supreme Court can,
at its worst, become a reflection of the par-
ticular mutation of racism of the day.

We find ourselves today in a serious re-
trenchment on our country’s commitment to
mainstreaming into American life its former
slaves. Affirmative action has been decimated.
The Voting Rights Act has been bludgeoned,
with its enforcement section due to expire in
less than a decade, and the ability of minori-
ties to elect their candidates of choice se-
verely hampered by the Supreme Court in its
rulings limiting the ability to create black-ma-
jority congressional districts and limiting the
enforcement powers of the Department of Jus-
tice.

But no one, I'm certain, ever thought that
the kind of voter suppression witnessed in the
2000 Presidential elections would ever be re-
visited upon America’s minorities. If | had to
give a State of the State of the Minority Vote,
| would say that disfranchisement, not enfran-
chisement, is the order of the day. First, in
1978, the Burger Supreme Court turned the
Fourteenth Amendment sideways by outlawing
the use of racial quotas implemented for the
purpose of including minorities in Americas
life. A few years later, the Rehnquist Court
stood the Fourteenth Amendment on its head
by issuing its startling decision in Shaw v.
Reno that completely changed the political
map for Americas minorities. In the Court’s rul-
ing in Johnson v. Miller, Georgia’s redistricting
case | learned the hard way that Supreme
Court justices, like other participants in our ju-
diciary, are political actors first and foremost.
| saw them dismantle my district and pave the
way so that other black voters across the
South could receive similar mistreatment.

The Voting Rights Act was passed to pro-
hibit impediments to voting. The original focus
was literacy tests, poll taxes, and direct
threats and intimidation, along with redis-
tricting, dual voter lists, location of polling
places and eventually, voter registration, and
purging of names from the voter list. However,
innovation has never been lacking among
those who want to suppress and deny minority
voting rights. As we have seen in the debacle
of the Year 2000 Presidential Elections, espe-
cially in Florida, minority voter suppression
comes in many forms.

Take my State of Georgia. In the majority
black precincts of my district, the chaos was
so pervasive it could have been planned. In
one precinct in my district, white police even
blocked the entrance and refused free access
for voters because of an erroneous belief that
| hadn’t supported their pay raise. Too often
there was only one voter list. There were
poorly trained elections workers, old equip-
ment and overcrowded precincts right next to
unused spacious accommodations. The fre-
quent inability to handle high voter turnout is
particularly disgraceful. Having to stand in line,
sometimes outside in the rain and sometimes
for as many as five hours, is outrageous and
unconscionable and should not be tolerated
anywhere, let alone the world’s wealthiest na-
tion. Yet that happened at many of my pre-
cincts in my district. It is also inexcusable to
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