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the Los Angeles Police Department (LAPD) 
and the City of Corona, a husband and a fa-
ther of three children. 

On the 3rd of March, Mr. Cleghorn will be 
honored with the Ira. D. ‘‘Cal’’ Calvert Distin-
guished Service Award by the Corona-Norco 
Family YMCA. The award is given in memory 
of my father, ‘‘Cal’’ Calvert, and his enumer-
able philanthropic gifts to the community and 
his efforts to encourage others to serve their 
community in a similar fashion. The award 
recognizes Mr. Cleghorn for his exceptional 
devotion to developing community vol-
unteerism. 

Born in Pasadena, California, John 
Cleghorn developed an inherent love for law 
enforcement, according to his mother, from 
numerous ‘‘ride-a-longs’’ with the Pasadena 
Police Department—a result of his youthful de-
sire for adventure in the neighborhoods, where 
he promptly got lost. He met his wife, Janet 
Everett, at University High, and married her 
following his graduation from Los Angeles City 
College. Intent on a career in law enforce-
ment, John then entered the Los Angeles Po-
lice Academy, after which he was inducted in 
the Army and served for two years. 

John’s career with the LAPD lasted for an 
impressive 27 years where he commanded 
many divisions. During those years, he also 
worked to obtain a Bachelor of Science in Po-
lice Administration from California State Uni-
versity, Los Angeles and a Masters in Public 
Communications from Pepperdine University. 
After retiring from LAPD in 1985, John was 
named the interim police chief of Corona, and 
short time later officially appointed as police 
chief. Mr. Cleghorn and his wife have a son, 
two daughters and six grandchildren. 

With all of these career and family commit-
ments, John’s unselfish giving of time and en-
ergy to volunteerism is all the more impressive 
and serves as a model to his community, 
neighbors and own children and grand-
children. His strong commitment to the Inland 
Empire has displayed in his participation in the 
United Way, Corona Library Foundation, Co-
rona Regional Medical Center Foundation, Al-
ternatives to Domestic Violence and, of 
course, the Corona-Norco YMCA. He has also 
served as president of the Rotary Club and 
the Navy League. 

Mr. Speaker, I take this opportunity to thank 
John Cleghorn for his dedication, influence 
and involvement in our community. He has 
aided In developing and maintaining commu-
nity volunteerism in the Corona-Norco area 
and the Inland Empire. I know that we will 
continue to benefit from his longtime experi-
ence in the 43rd congressional district and 
deep commitment to the region. It is a great 
pleasure for me to congratulate John on his 
outstanding career with the LAPD and his life-
long devotion to community volunteerism. 
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Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, today I pay tribute to 
Mr. Ahlerman Van Lewis, Sr. Mr. Lewis served 
as the President of Oakland Africa Sister Cit-
ies International for many years and was an 
active member of the Ninth Congressional Dis-
trict. Sadly Mr. Lewis passed away on January 
25, 2001 after a brief illness. 

Ahlerman was the youngest son born to 
Fred and Mercie Lee Williams Lewis on Sep-
tember 11, 1931 in Diboll, Texas. He grad-
uated from Henry G. Temple High School and 
attended Texas Southern University on a bas-
ketball scholarship. He was a member of the 
United States Air Force, where he served as 
a Morning Report Clerk. 

After leaving the military, he joined his 
brothers, Raymond Rish and Henman ‘‘Lefty’’ 
Lewis, in the Oakland—Bay Area where he 
worked in the field of administrative services 
both at Fort Mason and the Presidio, in San 
Francisco, California. 

Ahlerman married FranCione Newellene 
Johnson, on June 16, 1962. From this union 
came the two sons he cherished, Ahlerman 
‘‘Ahlee’’ Van Lewis, II and Frederic Paul 
Lewis. 

As the United States became vibrantly alive 
with civil rights activity, during the early 1960s, 
Ahlerman was inspired by the Black self-deter-
mination message of Malcom X and The Hon-
orable Elijah Muharnmed, An ardent member 
of the Fruit Of Islam, Brother Akbar Ali, as he 
was known in the Muslim community, dedi-
cated himself to working with the local com-
munity to improve the conditions of African 
Americans in the city of Oakland and its sur-
rounding environs. He was a member of 
Muhammed’s Mosque # 26 for 40 years. 

Fascinated with the thrust for Black busi-
ness ownership and management, Ahlerman 
was first drawn to the catering business. This 
motivated him to obtain an Associate Arts De-
gree in Food Management from Laney College 
before he matriculated to San Francisco State 
University. 

Turning his attention to inspiring African 
American youth, Ablerman began his teaching 
career with the Pittsburg School District before 
joining the Oakland Unified School District 
(OUSD). While teaching in Oakland, Ahlerman 
participated in the OUSD and Stanford Univer-
sity—Global Education Curriculum Develop-
ment Project. This activity sparked a deep in-
terest in West Africa. It was this interest that 
led Ahlerman to form Oakland Africa Sister 
Cities International, which was set up to foster 
a close relationship with Secondi-Takarodi, 
Ghana. As President of the Sister Cities 
project , Ahlermnan led the organization to 
host many special events. One such event 
was a collaboration with Rev. FranCione and 
the Pan Oaks Center for the Creative Arts to 
sponsor an exhibit of the work of more than 
ninety Oakland High School students’ artistic 
impression of Jeff Stetson’s play The Meeting. 

Ahlerman worked with the OUSD’s School 
to Careers Program to secure internships for 
students to work with the Sister Cities organi-
zation. One of the major projects the students 
were able to work on under Ahlerman’s lead-
ership was the George Washington Carver Ex-
hibit. This exhibit was initiated by Tuskegee 
Institute. The exhibit was such a resounding 
success that Ahlermnan was later invited to 
Tuskegee, to receive a special honor for his 
work commemorating Dr. George Washington 
Carver. 

Ahlerman Van Lewis, Sr. will be deeply 
missed by all who were blessed to have 
known and worked with him. He leaves behind 
a rich legacy of leadership and service to the 
African American community in Oakland, as 
well as the Ghanaian community in Sekondi- 
Takarodi, Ghana. We in the Ninth Congres-
sional District can pay tribute to Ahlerman’s 
memory by carrying on his work-of fostering a 
deeper interest and relationship with the con-
tinent of Africa, while at the same time con-
tinuing to commemorate the life of our own Af-
rican American heroes, such as George 
Washington Carver. 
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Mrs. NORTHUP. Mr. Speaker, today I pay 
tribute to Susan B. Anthony and her work in 
promoting the life of the unborn. 

As you may be aware, February 15, 2001 
marked the 181st birthday of Susan B. An-
thony, one of our nation’s greatest champions 
of not just of the rights of women, but of all 
Americans. 

However, Susan B. Anthony’s work to se-
cure women’s rights took place on many 
fronts, from opposing prostitution to demand-
ing the right to vote. And she considered her 
efforts in turning women away from abortion 
as some of the most important work of her life. 
She declared that amongst her greatest joys 
was to have helped ‘‘bring about a better state 
of things for mothers generally, so that their 
unborn little ones could not be willed away 
from them.’’ 

Today, we celebrate the spirit of Susan B. 
Anthony and continue her work in protecting 
the lives of the unborn. Her labors to provide 
more opportunities and choices for women 
leaves us with many alternatives to abortion. 
For example, the joy of motherhood and the 
act of responsible parenting can be extended 
to millions of women today through adoption. 
Adoption fills a vital role, ensuring that worthy 
options are available for women of all social 
segments, races, and backgrounds. Just like 
Susan B. Anthony, we can devote our ener-
gies toward making women independent of, 
and not dependent on, abortion as a recourse. 

Susan B. Anthony fought to lift the unjust 
burdens oppressing women, including the bur-
den of abortion. As we celebrate her birthday 
and Women’s History Month, let us also re-
commit ourselves to her goal of promoting 
motherhood and the unborn life. 
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Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Speaker, today I honor 
Ms. Margaret Azevedo. Margaret Azevedo, a 
long-time progressive in Marin County, exem-
plified the very best in public service to our 
community. During her 45 years of activism, 
Margaret was known for her thorough and bal-
anced approach to preserving our environ-
ment. Her tireless efforts on behalf of the peo-
ple of Marin and their quality of life earned her 
the respect and admiration of all who knew 
her. 

As a member of many organizations includ-
ing the Marin County Planning Commission, 
the North Central Regional Coastal Commis-
sion, the Coastal Conservancy, the Bay Area 
Transportation Study Commission, the Asso-
ciation of Bay Area Government’s Housing 
Task Force, the League of Women Voters, the 
Marin Council for Civic Affairs and the Point 
Reyes National Seashore Foundation Mar-
garet worked endlessly to enhance the long- 
term health of the Northbay community. She 
was known for her breadth of knowledge as 
well as a keen sense of humor. 

Margaret Azevedo is credited with pre-
serving 240,200 acres of open space as well 
as playing a major role in the establishment of 
the Golden Gate National Recreation Area 
and the Richardson Bay Audubon Sanctuary. 
Her numerous awards—such as the San Fran-
cisco Examiner’s 10 most distinguished 
women of the Bay Area, Marin Women’s Hall 
of Fame and the League of Women Voters’ 
Bunny Lucheta Award for Outstanding Public 
Service in Marin County—are a testament to 
the success of her efforts. 

Mr. Speaker, Margaret’s death in December 
2000, leaves a void in Marin that will be im-
possible to fill as well as a legacy that dem-
onstrates the value of an individual’s dedica-
tion to preserving and bettering our environ-
ment and our world. 
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Thursday, March 1, 2001 

Mr. LOBIONDO. Mr. Speaker, I am pleased 
to introduce H.R. 793, the Abel and Mary 
Nicholson House Historic Site Study Act. This 
bill would require the Secretary of the Interior 
to study the suitability and feasibility of desig-
nating the Abel and Mary Nicholson House, lo-
cated in Elsinboro Township, Salem County, 
New Jersey, in my congressional district, as a 
unit of the National Park System. As part of 
the study the Secretary would also be required 
to consider management alternatives to create 
an administrative association with the New 
Jersey Coastal Heritage Trail Route. This 

study is the required first step in designating 
the site as a national park. 

The Abel and Mary Nicholson House was 
built in 1722 and is a rare surviving example 
of an unaltered early 18th century patterned 
brick building. The original portion of the 
house has existed for 280 years with only rou-
tine maintenance. This house is a unique re-
source which can provide significant opportu-
nities for studying our nation’s history and de-
velopment. 

I was pleased to announce the designation 
of this house as a National Historic Landmark 
on March 1, 2000, which made it the first Na-
tional Historic Landmark site in Salem or 
Gloucester Counties, in New Jersey. The U.S. 
Department of the Interior designated the 
Nicholson House as a National Historic Land-
mark because of its historical importance to 
the entire nation and listed it in the National 
Register of Historic Places. 

As one of the most significant ‘‘first period’’ 
houses surviving in the Delaware Valley, the 
Nicholson House represents a piece of history 
from both Southern New Jersey and early 
American life, and should remain protected 
and preserved to continue as a valuable 
teaching tool for generations to come. 
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SAINT ISIDORE SCHOOL 
CELEBRATES 100 YEARS 
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Thursday, March 1, 2001 

Mr. EHLERS. Mr. Speaker, today I give rec-
ognition to St. Isidore School in Grand Rapids, 
Michigan for its 100 years of service to the 
Grand Rapids community. Founded by Polish 
immigrants, the school opened its doors to 
144 students on January 2, 1901, in a 
northeastside building that served as a com-
bination school, church, and convent. Since 
the ringing of the first bell in 1901, the school 
has served as an excellent example of fami-
lies committed to providing their children with 
a positive Catholic school experience. 

St. Isidore School, originally the city’s East 
Side Polish parish school, has been through 
many changes over the years and has grown 
into a cosmopolitan school. The current facility 
on Spring Avenue was built in 1926 and in re-
cent years has housed an average of 140 stu-
dents in grades K–8. The record year was 
1927 when the pupil count swelled to 920 stu-
dents. During a 20 year period from 1927 thru 
1947 St. Isidore’s also opened its doors to 
ninth grade students. 

During its 100 year existence, St. Isidore’s 
has served as the starting point for numerous 
young men and women who have gone on to 
very challenging and successful careers. 
Graduates of the school have become priests, 
sisters, doctors, nurses, attorneys, engineers, 
accountants, teachers, administrators, elected 
officials, and good loyal employees of the 
many industries in the West Michigan area. 

Mr. Speaker, I am extremely delighted to 
take this time to pay tribute to this superb 
school that has played a vital role in our city’s 
history. I ask my colleagues to join me in sa-
luting the efforts and commitment of the staff 

and students who have called St. Isidore 
home over the past 100 years. Their dedica-
tion to learning and excellence is a model for 
others to follow. Congratulations! May God 
also bless you for your next 100 years! 
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HONORING THE 50TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF SCOTT VFW POST 4183 

HON. JERRY F. COSTELLO 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 1, 2001 

Mr. COSTELLO. Mr. Speaker, today I ask 
my colleagues to join me in honoring the 50th 
anniversary of the Scott Veterans of Foreign 
Wars Post 4183 in Belleville, Illinois. 

The Veteran’s of Foreign Wars (VFW) of the 
United States traces it’s roots back to 1899. 
That year, veterans of both the Spanish-Amer-
ican War and the Philippine Insurrection 
founded local organizations to secure rights 
and benefits for their veterans. In Columbus, 
Ohio, Spanish-American War veterans found-
ed the American Veterans of Foreign Service 
and in Denver, Colorado, Philippine veterans 
organized the Colorado Society, Army of the 
Philippines. In 1913, both organizations 
merged to form the present Veterans of For-
eign Wars organization. 

The VFW is known the world over for their 
service not only to veterans, but to all people. 
They are considered to be one of the most in-
fluential forces in the halls of Congress. The 
efforts of the VFW resulted in the creation of 
the House Veteran’s Committee, the WW 1 
bonus, the national Veteran’s Day holiday, 
various GI bills, the creation of a cabinet level 
office of Veteran’s Affairs and support on 
many veteran’s health issues. The VFW is ac-
tive in disaster relief and also provides infor-
mation to citizens about our national flag. You 
cannot also mention the VFW without men-
tioning their ‘‘buddy poppy’’ program which 
raises funds for veteran’s homes. 

The Scott VFW Post 4183 was chartered in 
1951 with 88 members and was named the 
Loren Howerth VFW Post. Their first meetings 
were held in the basement of the P–3 Building 
at Scott Air Force base. In 1970, the post was 
renamed for Frederick M. Kocher, the com-
mander largely responsible for re-energizing 
the post’s efforts in reaching membership 
goals. Commander Kocher was also respon-
sible for providing a commitment to service to 
those veterans who served their country. In 
the 80’s, the Post took on it’s present designa-
tion as the Scott VFW Post 4183. 

The Post’s present location on 31⁄2 acres 
used to be a farmhouse that still remains as 
part of the Post complex. Additions to the 
farmhouse over the years were the inclusion 
of a bingo and meeting hall in 1954 and a 
building addition in 1986. Located just outside 
the Belleville Gate of Scott Air Force Base, 
VFW Post 4183 relies on base personnel for 
the majority of its membership. Currently, the 
Post has 446 members, residing in 35 dif-
ferent states and five foreign countries. Two 
hundred and forty of these Post members are 
considered life members and the membership 
roll includes a Pearl Harbor Veteran and a 
WW II Flying Sergeant. The majority of the 
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