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membership are veterans from Korea, Viet-
nam and Desert Storm. 

Post 4183 was the first VFW post in the 
United States to sponsor a perpetual scholar-
ship for the VFW National Voice of Democracy 
program. This program allows high school stu-
dents to participate in patriotic programs and 
the opportunity to earn awards and scholar-
ships. The Post actively supports area vet-
erans, as well as the Scott Air Force Base El-
ementary School, the Scott Chief’s Group, the 
Family Support Center and the Scott Officer’s 
Wives Club. The Post also works with local 
Cub Scouts, high schools, Special Olympics, 
the St. Clair County Sheriff’s Department, East 
St. Louis Christmas Food Drives and area VA 
hospitals and the VFW National Home in 
Michigan. Post 4183 has the distinct honor of 
being named an ‘‘All State Post’’ nine times. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in congratulating the men and women of Scott 
VFW Post 4183 both past and present on fifty 
years of serving veterans and the people of 
Southwestern Illinois. 
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Mr. COLLINS. Mr. Speaker, today, I am 
pleased to introduce the Medicare Certified 
Registered Nurse First Assistant (CRNFA) Di-
rect Reimbursement Act of 2001, which will 
provide equity in reimbursement for certified 
registered nurse first assistants who provide 
surgical first assisting services to Medicare pa-
tients. I introduced this legislation in the 106th 
Congress and am grateful that, last year, the 
Congress asked the General Accounting Of-
fice to study the issue and report within a year 
on the quality of care and cost effectiveness 
provided by CRNFAs. While I deeply appre-
ciate this support, I also believe it is important 
to continue this effort on behalf of CRNFAs 
and am grateful for the fifteen colleagues that 
have agreed to rejoin me in this effort as origi-
nal cosponsors of this legislation. 

Having received more advanced education 
and training in first assisting than any other 
nonphysician provider, CRNFAs serve a vital 
role, directly assisting physicians with surgical 
procedures. Additionally, CRNFAs and RNFAs 
are the only providers—aside from the rare 
physician making house calls—who some-
times provide post-operative care by actually 
visiting patients at home following surgery. 
Thus, not only do CRNFAs have more clinical 
experience and education than other non-phy-
sician providers, but they also provide con-
tinuity of care to patients enabling higher qual-
ity and better patient outcomes. 

CRNFAs also provide the additional benefit 
of cost efficiency. Health claims data from the 
Health Care Financing Administration (HCFA) 
reveal that physicians file more than 90% of 
the first assistant at surgery claims for Medi-

care reimbursement. Physicians receive 16 
percent of the surgeon’s fee for serving as a 
surgical first assistant. Under this legislation, 
CRNFAs will receive only 13.6 percent of the 
surgeon’s fee for providing first assistant serv-
ices. Furthermore, CRNFAs are equally as 
cost-effective as other non-physician first as-
sisting providers who currently are reimbursed 
at 13.6 percent of the surgeon’s fee for first 
assisting. Use of CRNFAs would, therefore, be 
a high quality yet cost-effective alternative for 
the nation’s health care delivery system, af-
fording additional flexibility to surgeons, hos-
pitals and ambulatory surgery centers. 

In closing, I would like to express my appre-
ciation for the hard work of the Association of 
periOperative Registered Nurses (AORN) and 
its president, Brenda C. Ulmer, RN, MN, 
CNOR, in bringing this issue forward. I also 
thank the nurses of AORN for contacting their 
Representatives regarding this important bill; 
their help has been indispensable. As a pro-
vider of health care, the CRNFA is a viable 
solution for controlling rising health care costs. 
Working in collaborative practice with sur-
geons, CRNFAs are cost-effective to the pa-
tient and to the health care delivery system. I 
urge my colleagues to join me in supporting 
equity for certified registered nurse first assist-
ants by cosponsoring the Medicare Certified 
Registered Nurse First Assistant Direct Reim-
bursement Act of 2001. 
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Mr. BACA. Mr. Speaker, this June, Rabbi 
Hillel Cohn will be retiring from Congregation 
Emanu El, in San Bernardino, after 38 years 
of service, having served the Congregation 
since 1963. 

Rabbi Cohn is one of the leading citizens of 
the San Bernardino area. He is known 
throughout the nation for his outstanding ser-
mons and his work as a fine educator, coun-
selor and community leader. 

He is known for inspiring and creative ser-
mons, including ones that reference Bob 
Dylan and the Genetic Code. 

I have been privileged to know Rabbi Cohn, 
and have found him to be a mentor, a scholar, 
and an inspirational man. 

I have been pleased to know his family, in-
cluding his nephew, Mike Steinman, who 
served the people of the State of California as 
a Legislative Aide on my staff in Sacramento. 

I have had the pleasure of working with 
Rabbi Cohn on religious issues, and keeping 
him advised on the progress of legislation, in-
cluding the Religious Freedom Protection Act, 
which I authored in California. 

Rabbi Cohn is part of a remarkable history 
of wise and gifted rabbis who have presided 
over Congregation Emanu El. The Congrega-
tion and the San Bernardino Jewish Commu-
nity trace their history back to the early 
1850’s, when the first Jewish Settlers came to 
Southern California. The first Jewish commu-

nity established in Southern California was in 
San Bernardino, and services began to be 
held in the 1850’s, with the congregation for-
mally being chartered in 1891. 

Under Rabbi Cohn, the congregation has 
risen to great levels of prominence, winning 
national awards for the excellence of its Jew-
ish Education program. The Congregation also 
operates a nationally-recognized pre-school 
and elementary school. 

I am very pleased to have worked with 
Rabbi Cohn over the years, and wish him 
many years of blessed retirement. I am sure 
he will continue to grace the San Bernardino 
community with his scholarship and learning 
for many years to come. I offer my best wish-
es to him and his family on this occasion. 
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Mr. BLAGOJEVICH. Mr. Speaker, a decade 
ago, the people of the United States asked the 
brave men and women of our armed forces to 
take up an important cause in the Persian 
Gulf. Today, I rise to salute the achievements 
of a resident of my congressional district, Mr. 
Edwin J. ‘‘Ski’’ Korczynski, and to commemo-
rate his important contributions. 

Edwin was an America West Airline pilot 
when he served as a volunteer in Operations 
Desert Shield and Desert Storm, completing 
numerous missions in the Civil Reserve Air 
Fleet and Military Airlift Command operation, 
where civilian airliners were used for lift capa-
bility. As a pilot and flight engineer attached to 
the Military Airlift Command located at Scott 
Air Force Base, Korczynski helped transport 
military personnel and supplies vital to the Ku-
waiti liberation effort. For his efforts, Pilot 
Korczynski was awarded the Civilian Desert 
Shield and Desert Storm medal for Out-
standing Achievement as a Pilot/Flight Engi-
neer flying CRAF/MAC missions. Although he 
is an honorably discharged United States Ma-
rine, Korczynski was not an activated reservist 
during this conflict, but was instead a volun-
teer committed to the cause. 

The five daughters of what is known as the 
‘‘Korczynski Krew’’; Ediane M. Ayers, Kimberly 
A. Boersma, Elizabeth A. Haak, Bethany A. 
Korczynski, and Megan M. Korczynski, are un-
derstandably proud of their father, as he is of 
them. As they go about their daily lives in this 
great nation, they are thankful for the service 
of their father and his colleagues and com-
rades who have served in the uniform of this 
nation’s armed services. It is particularly their 
father’s willingness to volunteer which they 
know is so important to the fabric of our neigh-
borhoods and is an example which is impor-
tant whether in military service or community 
service. 

Though it has been a decade since those 
operations in the Persian Gulf, Edwin 
Korczynski continues to volunteer his time and 
energy, first as Squadron Commander, United 
States Air Force/Civil Air Patrol/Lake in the 
Hills Composite Squadron/IL #482. He is also 
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