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Mr. FILNER. Mr. Speaker, today | recognize
Joseph S. Francis, a man named by the San
Diego Business Journal as “San Diego’s Top
Labor Leader”. On March 2, 2001, Joe is retir-
ing from the position of Executive Director of
Labor's Community Service Agency, an agen-
cy he founded in 1985.

Labor's Community Service Agency is a
non-profit organization, committed to serving
workers, their families and the larger commu-
nity. It develops partnerships with government,
business, and labor—so these sectors can co-
operate in making our city a better place to
work and live. As Executive Director of labor's
Community Service Agency, Joe has devel-
oped many programs that address the needs
of workers in San Diego.

He is also currently the editor of the Mes-
senger, Vice President of Job Training Associ-
ates, Board Member of the San Diego Carrier
Museum, and a member of the San Diego
County Board of Economic Advisors. His past
positions include Executive Secretary of the
San Diego-Imperial Counties Labor Council
and Director of the Committee on Political
Education (COPE). Joe was honored with a
Distinguished Service Award by the San
Diego-Imperial Counties Labor Council in
1996.

Raised in New Bedford, MA, Joe moved to
San Diego in 1953. He first worked at Convair,
followed by the San Diego Fire Department
where he was involved in the local Firefighters
Union. He was elected director of the Union
Board in 1965—and later served as Secretary
and then President of Local 145. In 1980, he
was elected Executive-Director of the San
Diego-Imperial Counties Labor Council with an
overwhelming two-thirds of the vote.

Although organizing workers is his primary
focus, Joe has also contributed to the commu-
nity through his service on the Boards of the
following organizations: United Way, the San
Diego Technology Council, the Salvation
Army, the Regional Employment Training Con-
sortium, and as President of the San Diego
Convention Center Corporation.

On the occasion of Joe’s retirement from
service as Executive Director of Labor's Com-
munity Service Agency, | want to sincerely
thank him for his far-reaching vision, his re-
lentless passion, and his tireless service to the
working men and women in San Diego and
throughout the nation.

Joe, you serve as a model of dedication and
energy which we will follow as we strive to
carry on the work that you have begun.

———

CASARELLA RETIRES AFTER 37
YEARS IN EDUCATION
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Mr. KANJORSKI. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to pay tribute to Joe Casarella, who has re-
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tired after 37 years in education, culminating
in four years as superintendent of the Wyo-
ming Area School District in Luzerne County,
Pennsylvania.

Raised in Wyoming, Pennsylvania, Joe
worked and lived in New York, then in Ber-
wick, Pennsylvania, finally returning home to
lead the Wyoming Area schools. He has a
long and distinguished career that includes
service as a teacher, elementary school prin-
cipal, junior high school principal, curriculum
director, director of special education and fed-
eral funds, and as an assistant super-
intendent.

Mr. Speaker, it is a tribute to just how well
liked Joe is at Wyoming Area and the job he
has done that when he submitted a letter of
resignation last year, students and teachers
alike urged him to stay. The one word heard
again and again from those who know him is
“gentleman.”

His accomplishments include successful
staff contract negotiations and increasing ac-
cess to technology for students and teachers,
but his most prized accomplishment is the dis-
trict's community program. In this initiative,
representatives from Luzerne County Human
Resources and Catholic Social Services work
with administrators, teachers and students to
identify at-risk students and families and con-
nect them with the social services they need
to help them succeed. About 30 families have
been helped.

Mr. Speaker, | am pleased to call Joe
Casarella’s long service to the attention of the
House of Representatives, and | wish him all
the best in his retirement.

——
IN RECOGNITION OF FELIPE
REINOSO, HONOREE OF

NOSOTROS MAGAZINE’S 33RD AN-
NIVERSARY GALA AWARD BAN-
QUET
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Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. Speaker, today | rec-
ognize Felipe Reinoso, who will be honored at
the 33rd Anniversary Gala Award Banquet of
Nosotros Magazine on Saturday, February 21,
2001. The Banquet is an annual event that
honors distinguished Hispanic leaders for their
important contributions to society. This is an
opportune time for today’s Hispanic leaders to
reflect on the economic, political, and cultural
contributions that Hispanics have made to
American society.

In 1984, Felipe Reinoso received his Bach-
elor's Degree in Spanish Education from Sa-
cred Heart University and his Master's Degree
in Bilingual Special Education from Fairfield
University in 1987. Before co-founding the
Bridge Academy High School in 1998, where
he was Principal, he taught bilingual Social
Studies at Warren Harding High School for 14
years.

For his excellence in bilingual education, Mr.
Reinoso has received numerous awards and
honors, including a citation from the Con-
necticut General Assembly for Excelling in
Education; Teacher of the Year, Warren Har-
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ding H.S.; Connecticut Bilingual Teacher of
the Year; an Award for Outstanding Achieve-
ment as Bilingual Teacher from Hispanic Soci-
ety, Inc.; and the National Education Associa-
tion Human Civil Rights Award. In addition, he
has received the Points of Light Foundation
President’'s Service Award from President
Clinton.

On November 7, 2000, Felipe Reinoso be-
came the first Peruvian-American in United
States history to be elected as a legislator.
Today, he proudly represents the 130th Dis-
trict of Bridgeport, Connecticut. Mr. Reinoso’s
victory resonates with historic significance,
and gives a greater voice to the concerns of
the Hispanic community.

In honoring Felipe Reinoso, Nosotros Maga-
zine is promoting the most important values in
American society today: hard work, dedication,
and compassion. Mr. Reinoso embodies these
American ideals; and, throughout his career,
he has worked tirelessly to provide others with
the opportunity to meet the standard of excel-
lence he has set. As an educator, he has
worked hard to empower Hispanic Americans,
and | am confident that he will continue his
valuable service to the Hispanic community as
State Representative.

Because of community leaders like Mr.
Reinoso, the Hispanic community is not only
experiencing economic empowerment, but
also political strength. Today, we prepare for a
future that reflects our years of hard work, and
our commitment to each other.

Today, | ask my colleagues to join me in
recognizing Felipe Reinoso for his many con-
tributions to the Hispanic community and to
the State of Connecticut.

————

CELEBRATING THE ANNIVERSARY
OF THE PEACE CORPS
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Thursday, March 1, 2001

Mr. FARR of California. Mr. Speaker, it has
been many years since | joined the Peace
Corps, and | rise today to celebrate the 40th
anniversary of the Peace Corps.

It was started on March 1, 1961, when
President Kennedy signed the legislation
launching the Peace Corps—establishing a
bold and hopeful experiment to all Volunteers
to bring practical grassroots assistance to the
people of developing nations to help them
build a better life for themselves and their chil-
dren.

Forty years later, the Peace Corps has suc-
ceeded beyond everyone’s expectations.

Today there are more than 162,000 re-
turned volunteers in the United States, six of
whom serve in the House of Representatives
and two in the United States Senate. They
have served in 134 different nations, making
significant and lasting contributions from Ar-
menia and Bangladesh to Uzbekistan and
Zimbabwe.

There are more than 7,000 volunteers that
are now living and working overseas. They are
addressing critical development needs on a
person-to-person basis: working with teachers
and parents to teach English, math and
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