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people of New Mexico will miss the 
guidance of the ‘‘matriarch of Santa 
Clara potters.’’ 

Respected and renowned throughout 
the pottery community, Margaret in-
spired others to take up pottery. She 
crafted many pots and other forms in 
the tradition of Santa Clara polished 
blackware and redware. Her art is the 
fine workmanship of highly skilled 
hands. 

For her quality work, Margaret re-
ceived numerous awards. The National 
Academy of Western Art at the Cowboy 
Hall of Fame and Western Heritage 
Center in Oklahoma City awarded her 
the Lifetime Contribution Award. She 
was the only American Indian to re-
ceive this award. In 1984, the National 
Endowment for the Arts awarded her 
the National Heritage Fellowship 
Award. In addition, her works have 
been displayed on the Mall in Wash-
ington, D.C. at the Folklife Festival 
sponsored by the Smithsonian Insti-
tute. However, Margaret did not work 
for recognition, she worked to improve 
the quality of life for her family and 
children. 

Her loss leaves a void for her family 
and the art community. Mr. President, 
I share the grief of the community of 
Santa Clara Pueblo and my heartfelt 
condolences go out to her family. 

I ask that an article in today’s New 
York Times be printed in the RECORD. 

The article follows. 
MARGARET TAFOYA, PUEBLO POTTER WHOSE 

WORK FOUND A GLOBAL AUDIENCE, DIES AT 96 
(By Douglas Martin) 

Margaret Tafoya, whose nimble, ingenious 
hands turned the chocolate-colored clay of 
her New Mexico pueblo into black-on-black 
and red-on-red pottery of such profound and 
graceful beauty that it acquired a global rep-
utation, died on Feb. 25 at her home in Santa 
Clara Pueblo near Santa Fe. She was 96. 

Her name in Tewa, the language of seven 
Southwestern pueblos, six in New Mexico 
and one in Arizona, was Corn blossom. She 
was the matriarch of Santa Clara Pueblo 
potters, who are more numerous and produce 
more pottery than those of any other pueblo. 

Her work, know for exceptionally large 
vessels, is exhibited in public and private 
collections around the world. She was named 
folk artist of the year by the National En-
dowment for the Arts in 1984. 

The art form she practiced has long been 
dominated by women, and Corn Blossom was 
the last of a group of women who attained 
fame through their mastery of it. Gone are 
Blue Corn and Maria Martinez of the San 
Ildefonso Pueblo, Christina Naranjo of Santa 
Clara and Grace Chapella, a Hopi. 

Today Indian arts command astronomic 
prices and space on museum shelves in far-
away cities, but fewer and fewer Pueblo Indi-
ans can speak or ever understand Tewa. Mrs. 
Tafoya, though, was rooted in the old ways. 

She spurned inventions like the potters’ 
wheel. She kept chickens, milked her own 
cows, churned her own butter and rejected 
natural gas heat in favor of the traditional 
beehive fireplace. 

After a brief fling with an Apache, she 
married a young man from the home pueblo, 
a distant relative with the same last name. 

According to the Web site of the National 
Museum of American History 

(www.americanhistory.si.edu), Santa Clarans 
use the same word for clay and for people: 
nung. 

Mrs. Tafoya always prayed to Mother Clay 
before working. ‘‘You can’t go to Mother 
Clay without the cornmeal and ask her per-
mission to touch her,’’ the museum Web site 
quotes Mrs. Tafoya as saying. ‘‘Talk to 
Mother Clay.’’ 

Though she was one of the last to make 
pots with handles and criticized others for 
adding semiprecious gems to pottery, she 
also liked to experiment. 

She used different colors of slips, or 
thinned clays applied to the outside of her 
vessels, and her later forms were thinner, 
lighter and more graceful. Her shiny finishes 
became ever more polished. She even adapt-
ed Greek and Roman forms to classic Santa 
Clara shapes. 

Mrs. Tafoya clearly loved her art, but it 
was also how she supported her 10 children 
who survived their first year; 2 others did 
not. As she said, ‘‘I have dressed my children 
with clay.’’ 

Maria Margarita Tafoya was born in her 
pueblo on Aug. 13, 1904. Her mother, Sara 
Fina Gutierrez Tafoya, or Autumn Leaf, was 
‘‘undoubtedly the outstanding Tewa potter 
of her time,’’ Mary Ellen and Laurence Blair 
wrote in ‘‘Margaret Tafoya: A Tewa Potter’s 
Heritage and Legacy’’ (Schiffer, 1986). 

Her father, Geronimo, or White Flower, 
was mainly concerned with raising food for 
the family, but he was also the main mar-
keter of his wife’s pottery. He would load up 
his burros and make sales trips of up to 500 
miles. 

Five of the couple’s eight children became 
excellent potters, driven and inspired by 
their perfectionist mother. Margaret’s rig-
idly traditional approach was suggested by 
her insistence on using corn cobs, rather 
than sandpaper, for polishing. ∑ 

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE 

At 3:07 p.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Ms. Niland, one of its reading clerks, 
announced that the House has passed 
the following bill, in which it requests 
the concurrence of the Senate: 

H.R. 333. An act to amend title 11, United 
States Code, and for other purposes. 

f 

MEASURES PLACED ON THE 
CALENDAR 

The following bill was read the first 
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and placed on the calendar. 

H.R. 333. An Act to amend title 11, United 
States Code, and for other purposes. 

Pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 802(c), the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor, 
and Pensions was discharged from the 
further consideration of the following 
joint resolution, which was placed on 
the calendar: 

S.J. Res. 6. A joint resolution providing for 
congressional disapproval of the rule sub-
mitted by the Department of Labor under 
charter 8 of title 5, United States Code, re-
lating to ergonomics. 

f 

EXECUTIVE AND OTHER 
COMMUNICATIONS 

The following communications were 
laid before the Senate, together with 

accompanying papers, reports, and doc-
uments, which were referred as indi-
cated: 

EC–899. A communication from the from 
the Railroad Retirement Board, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report under the 
Government in the Sunshine Act for cal-
endar year 2000; to the Committee on Gov-
ernmental Affairs. 

EC–900. A communication from the Acting 
Chief of the Regulations Division, Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms, Department 
of the Treasury, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Final Rule 
Establishing the Fair Play Viticultural Area 
(2000R–170P)’’ (RIN1512–AA07) received on 
February 27, 2001; to the Committee on Fi-
nance. 

EC–901. A communication from the Chief of 
the Regulations Unit, Internal Revenue 
Service, Department of the Treasury, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule 
entitled ‘‘Tentative Differential Earnings 
Rate’’ (Notice 2001–24) received on February 
21, 2001; to the Committee on Finance. 

EC–902. A communication from the Para-
legal Specialist of the Federal Aviation Ad-
ministration, Department of Transportation, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Airworthiness Directives: 
Learjet Model 45 Airplanes’’ ((RIN2120–AA64) 
(2001–0148)) received on February 27, 2001; to 
the Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation. 

EC–903. A communication from the Para-
legal Specialist of the Federal Aviation Ad-
ministration, Department of Transportation, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Airworthiness Directives: 
Bell Helicopter Textron, Inc. Model 204B Hel-
icopters’’ ((RIN2120–AA64) (2001–0147)) re-
ceived on February 27, 2001; to the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation. 

EC–904. A communication from the Para-
legal Specialist of the Federal Aviation Ad-
ministration, Department of Transportation, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Airworthiness Directives: 
Boeing Model 707 Series Airplanes’’ 
((RIN2120–AA64) (2001–0146)) received on Feb-
ruary 27, 2001; to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC–905. A communication from the Para-
legal Specialist of the Federal Aviation Ad-
ministration, Department of Transportation, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Airworthiness Directives: 
Boeing Model 777 Series Airplanes’’ 
((RIN2120–AA64) (2001–0142)) received on Feb-
ruary 27, 2001; to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC–906. A communication from the Para-
legal Specialist of the Federal Aviation Ad-
ministration, Department of Transportation, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Airworthiness Directives: 
Airbus Model A330 and A340 Series Air-
planes’’ ((RIN2120–AA64) (2001–0143)) received 
on February 27, 2001; to the Committee on 
Commerce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC–907. A communication from the Para-
legal Specialist of the Federal Aviation Ad-
ministration, Department of Transportation, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Airworthiness Directives: 
Final Rule Boeing Model 767 Series Airplanes 
Powered by Pratt and Whitney Engines’’ 
((RIN2120–AA64) (2001–0144)) received on Feb-
ruary 27, 2001; to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation. 
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