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local schools so they can make the re-
pairs to ensure the safety of their stu-
dents. I am pleased to be joined by Sen-
ators BINGAMAN, KENNEDY, WELLSTONE, 
DODD, and CLINTON on this legislation. 

In 1998, the American Society of Civil 
Engineers issued a Report Card for 
America’s Infrastructure which re-
ported serious problems with the phys-
ical infrastructure in our nation. How-
ever, the most alarming finding is the 
failing grade to schools in the United 
States—the only area to receive a fail-
ing grade. 

It is a national disgrace that the 
nicest places our kids see are shopping 
malls, sports arenas, and movie thea-
ters, and the most rundown place they 
see is their school. What signal are we 
sending them about the value we place 
on them, their education and future? 

Modernizing and repairing our na-
tion’s schools is something I’ve been 
advocating for over a decade now. I se-
cured $100 million in the fiscal year 
1995 appropriations bill as a down pay-
ment on a school modernization pro-
gram and was disappointed when those 
funds were rescinded. 

But we made real progress last year 
with the passage of a $1.2 billion initia-
tive to make emergency repairs. That 
was a bipartisan agreement hammered 
out by Senator SPECTER and me in ne-
gotiations on the fiscal year 2001 appro-
priations bill with Congressman Good-
ling and the White House. 

This was a 1 year authorization and 
the School Repair and Renovation Act 
will reauthorize this bipartisan plan 
for 5 years. This program provides 
grants to Local Education Agencies to 
help them make urgently needed re-
pairs and to pay for special education 
and construction related technology 
expenses. 

Funds will be distributed to the 
States. States will then distribute 75 
percent of the funds on a competitive 
basis to local school districts to make 
emergency repairs such as fixing fire 
code violation, repairing the roof or in-
stalling new plumbing. The remaining 
25 percent will be distributed competi-
tively to local school districts to use 
for technology activities related to 
school renovation or for activities au-
thorized under Part B of the Individ-
uals with Disabilities Education Act. 

The School Repair and Renovation 
Act is a key component in a two-prong 
strategy to modernize our nation’s 
schools. 

In the near future I will join forces 
with Representatives JOHNSON and 
RANGEL and introduce the America’s 
Better Classrooms Act in the Senate to 
provide tax credits for school construc-
tion projects. This bipartisan legisla-
tion would leverage $1.7 billion in tax 
credits over 5 years to pay the interest 
on $25 billion in school modernization 
bonds. 

I know this approach will work be-
cause it mirrors a successful school 

construction demonstration program I 
started in Iowa in 1997. The Iowa dem-
onstration is a two-prong response to 
our school modernization needs. First, 
we provide grants to local school dis-
tricts to make urgent repairs to rem-
edy fire code violations. Second, grants 
are made to local school districts to 
subsidize a portion of the cost for a 
new construction project. 

The program has been a big success. 
During the first 2 years of the dem-
onstration, federal funds of $14.7 mil-
lion supported projects totaling $142 
million—each federal dollar leveraged 
$10.33. 

There is a legitimate federal role in 
helping fix our nation’s crumbling 
schools, and we can do so without un-
dermining local control of education. 
This federal role is recognized by Presi-
dent Bush who is recommending an ex-
panded use of private activity bonds for 
school construction projects. 

Over the past few years we have had 
several partisan skirmishes related to 
school construction. This is a new 
year, a new Congress, and a new admin-
istration. I look forward to working 
with my colleagues to enact the School 
Repair and Renovation Act of 2001. I 
ask unanimous consent that a copy of 
the report card to which I referred be 
printed in the RECORD.

There being no objection the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows:

1998 REPORT CARD FOR AMERICA’s INFRASTRUCTURE 

Subject Grade Comments 

Roads ........................... D¥ More than half (59 percent) of our roadways are in poor, mediocre or fair condition. More than 70 percent of peak-hour traffic occurs in congested conditions. It will cost $263 billion to eliminate the 
backlog of needs and maintain repair levels. Another $94 billion is needed for modest improvement—a $357 billion total. 

Bridges ......................... C¥ Nearly one of every three bridges (31.4 percent) is rated structurally deficient or functionally obsolete. It will require $80 billion to eliminate the current backlog of bridge deficiencies and maintain re-
pair levels. 

Mass Transit ................ C Twenty percent of buses, 23 percent of rail vehicles, and 38 percent of rural and specialized vehicles are in deficient condition. Twenty-one percent of rail track requires improvement. Forty-eight per-
cent of rail maintenance buildings, 65 percent of all rail yards and 46 percent of signals and communication equipment are in fair or poor condition. The investment needed to maintain conditions 
is $39 billion. It would take up to $72 billion to improve conditions. 

Aviation ........................ C¥ There are 22 airports that are seriously congested. Passenger enplanements are expected to climb 3.9 percent annually to 827.1 million in 2008. At current capacity, this growth will lead to gridlock by 
2004 or 2005. Estimates for capital investment needs range from $40–60 billion in the next five years to meet design requirements and expand capacity to meet demand. 

Schools ......................... F One-third of all schools need extensive repair or replacement. Nearly 60 percent of schools have at least one major building problem, and more than half have inadequate environmental conditions. 
Forty-six percent lack basic wiring to support computer systems. It will cost about $112 billion to repair, renovate and modernize our schools Another $60 billion in new construction is needed to ac-
commodate the 3 million new students expected in the next decade. 

Drinking Water ............. D More than 16,000 community water systems (29 percent) did not comply with the Safe Drinking Water Act standards in 1993. The total infrastructure need remains large—$138.4 billion. More than 
$76.8 billion of that is needed right now to protect public health. 

Wastewater .................. D+ Today, 60 percent of our rivers and lakes are fishable and swimmable. There remain an estimated 300,000 to 400.000 contaminated groundwater sites. America needs to invest roughly $140 billion 
over the next 20 years in its wastewater treatment systems. An additional 2,000 plants may be necessary by the year 2016. 

Dams ............................ D There are 2,100 regulated dams that are considered unsafe. Every state has at least one high-hazard dam, which upon failure would cause significant loss of life and property. There were more than 
200 documented dam failures across the nation in the past few years. It would cost about $1 billion to rehabilitate documented unsafe dams. 

Solid Waste .................. C¥ Totals non-hazardous municipal solid waste will increase from 208 to 218 million tons annually by the year 2000, even though the per capita waste generation rate will decrease from 1,606 to 1,570 
pounds per person per year. Total expenditures for managing non-hazardous municipal solid waste in 1991 were $18 billion and are expected to reach $75 billion by the year 2000. 

Hazardous Waste ......... D¥ More than 530 million tons of municipal and industrial hazardous waste is generated in the U.S. each year. Since 1980, only 423 (32 percent) of the 1,200 Superfund sites on the National Priorities 
List have been cleaned up. The NPL is expected to grow to 2,000 in the next several years. The price tag for Superfund and related clean up programs is an estimated $750 billion and could rise to 
$1 trillion over the next 30 years. 

America’s Infrastructure G.P.A. = D. Total Investment Needs = $1.3 Trillion
A = Exception 
B = Good 
C = Mediocre 
D = Poor 
F = Indequate
Each category was evaluated on the basis of condition and performance, capacity vs. need, and funding vs. need. 

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS 

SENATE RESOLUTION 44—DESIG-
NATING EACH OF MARCH 2001, 
AND MARCH 2002, AS ‘‘ARTS EDU-
CATION MONTH’’

Mr. COCHRAN submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was referred 
to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

S. RES. 44

Whereas the Congressional Recognition for 
Excellence in Arts Education Act (Public 
Law 106–533) was approved by the 106th Con-
gress by unanimous consent; 

Whereas arts literacy is a fundamental 
purpose of schooling for all students; 

Whereas arts education stimulates, devel-
ops and refines many cognitive and creative 
skills, critical thinking and nimbleness in 
judgment, creativity and imagination, coop-
erative decisionmaking, leadership, high-

level literacy and communication, and the 
capacity for problem posing and problem-
solving; 

Whereas arts education contributes signifi-
cantly to the creation of flexible, adaptable, 
and knowledgeable workers who will be 
needed in the 21st century economy; 

Whereas arts education improves teaching 
and learning; 

Whereas when parents and families, art-
ists, arts organizations, businesses, local 
civic and cultural leaders, and institutions 
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are actively engaged in instructional pro-
grams, arts education is more successful; 

Whereas effective teachers of the arts 
should be encouraged to continue to learn 
and grow in mastery of their art form as well 
as in their teaching competence; 

Whereas educators, schools, students, and 
other community members recognize the im-
portance of arts education; and 

Whereas arts programs, arts curriculum, 
and other arts activities in schools across 
the Nation should be encouraged and pub-
licly recognized: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, 
SECTION 1. DESIGNATION OF ARTS EDUCATION 

MONTH. 
The Senate—
(1) designates each of March 2001, and 

March 2002, as ‘‘Arts Education Month’’; and 
(2) encourages schools, students, educators, 

parents, and other community members to 
engage in activities designed to—

(A) celebrate the positive impact and pub-
lic benefits of the arts; 

(B) encourage all schools to integrate the 
arts into the school curriculum; 

(C) spotlight the relationship between the 
arts and student learning; 

(D) demonstrate how community involve-
ment in the creation and implementation of 
arts policies enriches schools; 

(E) recognize school administrators and 
faculty who provide quality arts education 
to students; 

(F) provide professional development op-
portunities in the arts for teachers; 

(G) create opportunities for students to ex-
perience the relationship between participa-
tion in the arts and developing the life skills 
necessary for future personal and profes-
sional success; 

(H) increase, encourage, and ensure com-
prehensive, sequential arts learning for all 
students; 

(I) honor individual, class, and student 
group achievement in the arts; and 

(J) increase awareness and accessibility to 
live performances, and original works of art.

Mr. COCHRAN. Mr. President, today 
I am submitting a Senate resolution to 
designate March 2001, and March 2002, 
as ‘‘Arts Education Month.’’

Last year, the Senate approved a 
similar resolution, marking for the 
first time, Congressional recognition of 
the annual celebration of music, art, 
dance and theatre programs in Amer-
ican schools. 

There is growing awareness that arts 
education can help ensure America’s 
arts traditions and lead to higher 
I.Q.’s, better SAT scores, better math 
and language skills, less juvenile delin-
quency, and improve chances of higher 
education and as well as increased job 
opportunities. 

According to a study by the UCLA 
Graduate School of Education and In-
formation Studies, students involved in 
the arts outscored students who were 
not exposed to arts on standardized 
tests. Among 10th graders, for example, 
47.5 percent of low-arts-involved stu-
dents scored in the top half of stand-
ardized tests while 65.7 percent of high-
arts-involved students scored above the 
test median. 

The study also found that students 
who consistently act in plays and 
musicals, join drama clubs or taking 

acting lessons showed gains in reading 
proficiency, self-concept and motiva-
tion. By the 12th grade, those consist-
ently involved with instrumental 
music scored significantly higher on 
math tests. The findings held true for 
students regardless of parents’ income, 
occupation or level of education, re-
searchers said. 

I hope that by designating March as 
Arts Education Month, more schools 
and communities will engage in activi-
ties that showcase, celebrate, reward 
and provide new arts experiences for 
students of all ages. 

I invite all of my colleagues to join 
me in sponsoring Arts Education 
Month. 

f 

NOTICES OF HEARINGS/MEETINGS 

COMMITTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS 

Mr. CAMPBELL. Mr. President, I 
would like to announce that the Com-
mittee on Indian Affairs will meet on 
Wednesday, March 7, 2001 at 9:30 a.m. in 
room 485 of the Russell Senate Office 
Building to conduct a business meeting 
to adopt the rules of the committee for 
the 107th Congress. 

Those wishing additional information 
may contact committee staff at 202/224–
2251. 

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL 
RESOURCES 

SUBCOMMITTEE ON WATER AND POWER 

Mr. SMITH of New Hampshire. Mr. 
President, I would like to announce for 
the information of the Senate and the 
public that an oversight hearing has 
been scheduled before the Sub-
committee on Water and Power.

The hearing will take place on 
Wednesday, March 21, 2001 at 2:00 p.m. 
in room SD–628 of the Dirksen Senate 
Office Building in Washington, DC. 

The purpose of this hearing is to con-
duct oversight on the Klamath Project 
in Oregon, including implementation of 
PL 106–498 and how the project might 
operate in what is projected to be a 
short water year. 

Because of the limited time available 
for the hearing, witnesses may testify 
by invitation only. However, those 
wishing to submit testimony for the 
hearing record should send two copies 
of their testimony to the Sub-
committee on Water and Power, Com-
mittee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources, United States Senate, SRC–2 
Senate Russell Courtyard, Washington, 
DC 20510–6150. 

For further information, please call 
Trici Heninger, Staff Assistant, or Col-
leen Deegan, Counsel, at (202) 224–8115.

f 

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO 
MEET 

COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE, NUTRITION AND 
FORESTRY 

Mr. BOND. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Committee on 

Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry be 
authorized to meet during the session 
of the Senate on Tuesday, March 6, 
2001. The purpose of this hearing will 
be to review nutrition and school lunch 
programs. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES 
Mr. BOND. Mr. President, I ask unan-

imous consent that the Committee on 
Armed Services be authorized to meet 
during the session of the Senate on 
Tuesday, March 6, 2001 at 2:30 p.m., in 
closed session to receive testimony on 
current and future worldwide threats 
to the national security of the United 
States. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE, SCIENCE, AND 
TRANSPORTATION 

Mr. BOND. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Committee on 
Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation be authorized to meet on 
Wednesday, March 7, 2001, at 9:30 a.m. 
on voting technology reform. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS 

Mr. BOND. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Committee on 
Foreign Relations be authorized to 
meet during the session of the Senate 
on Tuesday, March 6, 2001, at 2 p.m. to 
hold a hearing. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

SUBCOMMITTEE ON CONSUMER AFFAIRS, 
FOREIGN COMMERCE AND TOURISM 

Mr. BOND. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Subcommittee 
on Consumer Affairs, Foreign Com-
merce and Tourism, of the Committee 
on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation be authorized to meet on Tues-
day, March 6, 2001, at 10 a.m. on the ef-
fectiveness of gun locks. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 
PERMANENT SUBCOMMITTEE ON INVESTIGATIONS 

Mr. BOND. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Permanent 
Subcommittee on Investigations of the 
Governmental Affairs Committee be 
authorized to meet during the session 
of the Senate on Tuesday, March 6, 
2001, 9:30 a.m., for a hearing entitled 
‘‘The Role of U.S. Correspondent Bank-
ing In International Money Laun-
dering.’’

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR 

Mr. ENZI. Mr. President, I ask unani-
mous consent that Patrick Thompson 
and Liz Dougherty of my staff be 
granted the privilege of the floor for 
the duration. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered.
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