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such a disability. But more than anything, I
wanted her to live. I told God that if He
spared her life, I would be the best mother to
her that I could be. I understand how pre-
cious life was and that God makes no mis-
takes. Boy did He answer my prayer. She was
a miracle baby. She got better and stronger
and both of those little holes closed over and
her heart is healthy. And she’s the love of
my life. She brings me so much joy every
day. When she smiles, her whole face smiles.
All the love that I lost in that scud missile
attack, God gave back to me and multiplied
it. How grateful I am to Him. I am so thank-
ful for God’s faithfulness and love to me.

This is just my story. We all have a story,
wounds and scars of our hearts that tell the
stories of our lives. They make us who we
are. But if those scars and wounds make us
more compassionate toward others who are
suffering, if they make us more grateful for
every day we live and for the ones we love,
and stronger for the difficulties that lie
ahead on this journey called ‘‘life,”” then our
soldiers’ sacrifice is all the more meaning-
ful—to us and to all of those whose lives we
touch, because we have become better
human beings.

I want to thank my family, who loved John
so much and grieved with me, to my children
who are my angels—they gave me reason to
get up every morning and gave me so much
love.

I want to thank my friends and my Church
family who prayed for me faithfully and en-
couraged me daily, and most of all to my
mom, who was the best friend I ever had and
I’'ll always miss her.

I also want to thank the families of the
14th Quartermaster. We have cried together
and laughed together. We have shared our
deepest pain and our greatest joys. Your
strength gave me strength. Your courage
gave me courage. The circumstances of our
meeting were so tragic and yet I am so
grateful to have known you.

And to Janet Glasser, our family support
coordinator. Janet, you were the glue. With-
out you, we would never have had the sup-
port system that we had. You were so far
above what your job required of you. You
have been like a big sister to me. I can’t even
begin to thank you for everything you’ve
done. I am so grateful to have you in my life.

To my husband Phil, for always loving me
and letting me be who I am. For taking Matt
and Melissa into your life and making them
your own. For our little Alison, our little
angel that we are so privileged to be parents
to. For being my best friend.

And my utmost gratitude to John Boliver
. . . for the love he brought into my life, for
the two children he made with me, for all the
laughing we did, and all the silly arguments.

. I loved it all and I wouldn’t change a
thing. He brought me so much joy and
taught me so much about courage. I will al-
ways hold him in my heart until we meet
again in glory.

Thank you—Paula Wukovich.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. PAT TOOMEY

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 6, 2001

Mr. TOOMEY. Mr. Speaker, due to unfore-
seen circumstances, | missed rollcall votes
Nos. 23, 24, and 25. Had | been present, |
would have voted “nay” on rolicall vote No.

EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

23, “nay” on rollcall vote No. 24, and “nay” on
rolicall vote No. 25.

IN HONOR OF GEROME RITA
STEFANSKI

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 6, 2001

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
celebrate the life of Gerome Rita Stefanski. A
loving mother of five children and a coura-
geous businesswoman, Mrs. Stefanski’s life
serves as a beautiful example of the American
dream come true.

Daughter of Helen and Alexander
Rutkowski, Gerome Rita Stefanski was raised
in a loving and caring environment. From her
parents, Mrs. Stefanski learned strong family
values which helped her in raising her own
children. Married in 1937, Mrs. Stefanski was
mother to five children: Ben, Hermine Cech,
Abigail, Floyd and Marc. Throughout her life,
Gerome Rita Stefanski always made her fam-
ily her first priority. Foregoing a career as a
social worker, Mrs. Stefanski chose to stay at
home and raise her children to assure that
they would grow up in the same loving envi-
ronment which she had known as a child.

Mrs. Stefanski attended college at Notre
Dame College of Ohio and earned a master’s
degree from Catholic University of Wash-
ington, D.C. At her college graduation, Mrs.
Stefanski was awarded the Bishop Schrembs
Cross for recognition of her superior essay on
the subject of religion as a working principle of
life. She was also recently awarded an hon-
orary doctorate from Notre Dame College of
Ohio.

Shortly after her marriage, Gerome Rita
Stefanski was an important partner in the
founding of the Third Federal Savings Asso-
ciation. Working closely with her husband Ben,
she prepared all of the original organizational
documents. Mrs. Stefanski served as the sole
advertising manager and wrote all of its publi-
cations for almost fifty years. A pioneer of the
increased role of women in the workplace,
Mrs. Stefanski became the Third Federal Sav-
ings Association’s first female director in 1981.

Mrs. Gerome Rita Stefanski was a brilliant
businesswomen and a loving mother, My fel-
low Congressmen, please join me in cele-
brating the life of Gerome Rita Stefanski.

BILL FRENZEL, ORDER OF THE
RISING SUN

HON. JAMES C. GREENWOOD

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 6, 2001

Mr. GREENWOOD. Mr. Speaker, it is with
great pleasure that | take a moment to recog-
nize one of our former colleagues, Bill Frenzel
of Minnesota. Bill recently received the Order
of the Rising Sun from the Emperor of Japan.
This decision is one of the highest honors that
can be bestowed on someone of non-Japa-
nese descent. Such a distinguished honor
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highlights his dedication and many years of
service to the development of Japanese-Amer-
ican relations. Many of these efforts began
right here while he was serving on the House
Ways and Means Committee. Bill was known
as the most active Republican on trade mat-
ters and was an instrumental player in the ad-
vancement of the trade relationship between
America and Japan.

During the last six years, Bill has served as
the Chairman of the Japan-America Society of
Washington, DC, a non-partisan educational
and cultural organization. Founded in 1957, it
serves as the primary forum in the Mid-Atlantic
region for promoting understanding between
the two countries. While there, Bill has worked
hard to foster the development of an open,
U.S.-Japanese dialogue. His efforts helped
create an honest discussion regarding cultural
differences, unfair trade practices, protectionist
measures and the need for increased Japa-
nese participation in multinational corpora-
tions.

Bil’'s work has been essential in creating
stronger ground for trade relations between
our great nations. His commitment to secure a
productive working relationship has resulted in
a sound base that will further continuing eco-
nomic and political endeavors. It is an honor
to recognize his work today on the floor, and
| thank him for his dedication to such an im-
portant area of our foreign policy.

———

AL RESCINIO, MAN OF THE YEAR,
AMERIGO VESPUCCI SOCIETY

HON. FRANK PALLONE, JR.

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 6, 2001

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, on Saturday,
March 3, the Amerigo Vespucci Society of
Long Branch, N.J., my hometown, honored Al
Rescinio as Man of the Year. | am proud to
say that Al is a constituent and friend who has
made innumerable contributions to our com-
munity, our county, and our state.

Al was born and educated in Long Branch

and later graduated from Upsala College with
a degree in business. He worked for the inter-
national organization of certified public ac-
countants, Haskins & Sells, while he and his
wife Marge raised their four children. These
children, who no doubt are Al's greatest
source of pride and satisfaction, are now all
successful professionals—individuals who are
in turn making their own contributions to soci-
ety.
)Iln 1968, Al started his own firm, Umberto
Rescinio, C.P.A. Since then, he has partici-
pated in many national organizations and
charities, giving back to those in need some of
what he earned and achieved throughout his
career.

Locally, he has been affiliated with the Mon-
mouth County Drug and Alcohol Abuse Com-
mission and the NJ State Planning Council of
Central Jersey. He has received many awards
and citations for his contributions.

On March 3, members of the Amerigo Ves-
pucci Society honored him and thanked him
for helping to raise the $62,000 that was do-
nated this year to local charities by the Soci-
ety. On that night, it was apparent how one
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