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man and one civic-minded organization can 
make a big difference in the lives of the citi-
zens of their community.
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IN HONOR OF REVEREND FATHER 
RAPHAEL (ALBERT) ZBIN, O.S.B. 

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 6, 2001

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
honor of Reverend Father Raphael (Albert) 
Zbin, O.S.B., a man whose strong personality 
challenged others to work hard to build a spir-
itually, socially and physically sound commu-
nity. 

A native of Lakewood, Ohio, Father Raphael 
served much of his eighty years as both a reli-
gious and educational leader. While attending 
St. Benedict’s College in Atchison, Kansas, he 
entered the Benedictine Order and professed 
his vows as a monk in 1942. The following 
year he returned to Kansas and received his 
bachelor’s degree in science. 

Father Raphael then returned to Cleveland 
to begin studies for the priesthood at the 
former St. Joseph’s Seminary of the Blessed 
Sacrament Fathers while also teaching part-
time at Benedictine High School. During his 
thirty years of teaching, Father Raphael be-
came a prominent figure in the Cleveland Di-
ocesan School system. His reputation as a 
strict disciplinarian motivated his students to 
study diligently and win numerous contests. 
Twenty-eight of the fifty-three highest honors 
projects recognized in the 1957 Diocesan 
Science Fair came from Benedictine due to 
Father Raphael’s exceptional ability to chal-
lenge his students to produce quality work. 

After receiving his master of science degree 
in biology from Catholic University of America 
in Washington, DC, Father Raphael was elect-
ed chairman for the American Benedictine 
Academy’s Science Division. In 1966, he was 
named Outstanding Science Teacher of North-
eastern Ohio by the Ohio Academy of 
Science. 

In 1976, Father Raphael became the pastor 
of St. Andrew Svorad Parish in downtown 
Cleveland. For the past quarter century, his 
tireless energetic spirit brought about a num-
ber of renovations to the parish’s physical 
plant and increased parish unity through his 
organization of many socials and dinners. 

My fellow colleagues, join me in honoring 
the memory of Reverend Father Raphael (Al-
bert) Zbin, a monk of Saint Andrew Abbey, 
who always saw work to be done. Let us as-
pire in our own efforts to be such examples of 
hard work and dedication to improvement.
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RIGHTS CONFORMING AMEND-
MENTS OF 2001

HON. SUE W. KELLY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 6, 2001

Mrs. KELLY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to in-
troduce the Women’s Health and Cancer 

Rights Conforming Amendments of 2001. This 
bill is a technical correction to legislation 
adopted by the 105th Congress that ensures 
reconstructive surgery coverage for all stages 
of reconstruction, including symmetrical recon-
struction, for breast cancer patients. 

During the 105th Congress, I introduced the 
Women’s Health and Cancer Rights Act of 
1998. A specific provision of this bill that re-
quires coverage for reconstructive procedures 
after breast cancer surgery was passed into 
law in Title IX of the 1998 Omnibus Budget 
Bill. While passage of that legislation was a 
wonderful step forward, a loophole has been 
identified which seriously weakens the intent 
of this legislation. The bill I am introducing 
again today, would correct this flaw by con-
forming the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to 
the requirements consistent with the Women’s 
Health and Cancer Rights Act. This change 
would provide a civil monetary penalty against 
those health plans who fail to provide cov-
erage for breast reconstruction following mas-
tectomy or other breast cancer surgery. 

There is indeed precedence for such a tech-
nical correction. Similar corrections were made 
to the Internal Revenue Code as part of the 
Taxpayer’s Relief Act of 1997 to ensure com-
pliance to the Mental Health Parity Act of 1996 
and the Newborns’ and Mothers’ Health Pro-
tection Act of 1996. The correction I am seek-
ing today is like these and would ensure com-
pliance to the Women’s Health and Cancer 
Rights Act of 1998. 

Studies have documented that the fear of 
losing a breast is a leading reason why 
women do not participate in early breast can-
cer detection programs. Now that coverage is 
guaranteed for reconstructive surgery following 
breast cancer surgery, it is time to put the 
teeth in that language and hold health plans 
accountable for providing that coverage. As 
we begin to set the agenda for the 107th Con-
gress, let us make this important correction to 
ensure the best possible support for breast 
cancer victims.
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COMMENDING THE UKRAINIAN 
LEADERSHIP ON ITS EXPRES-
SION OF UNITY 

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, March 6, 2001

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, today I rise to 
commend Ukraine’s leadership—President 
Leonid Kuchma, Chairman of the Rada Ivan 
Pliyshch, and Prime Minister Viktor 
Yushchenko—for their unified address to the 
Ukrainan nation on February 13th. 

Mr. Speaker, recently the country of Ukraine 
has been faced with a degree of turmoil as a 
result of the kidnapping and murder of a jour-
nalist, Georgy Gongadze. As Ukraine’s leader-
ship acknowledged in their statement, the in-
vestigation into this incident was initially 
marred by delays and inconsistencies. How-
ever, the President, Prime Minister, and Chair-
man of the Rada have pledged that all meas-
ures will now be taken to get to the bottom of 
this case as soon as possible. 

Mr. Speaker, this united affirmation by the 
three highest officials in Ukraine will help quell 

some of the recent unrest, propel the inves-
tigation of Gongadze’s death, and speed 
Ukraine’s return to normalcy.
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TRIBUTE TO FAY COHEN 

HON. BARNEY FRANK 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 6, 2001

Mr. FRANK. Mr. Speaker, a very special 
person, Fay Cohen, is being honored by her 
friends and colleagues on the occasion of her 
retirement as aide to Massachusetts State 
Senator Cynthia Creem. 

Fay Cohen is special in many ways. She is 
a woman who has successfully balanced her 
professional life with years of volunteering for 
the causes she believed in. She is, indeed, a 
person with a special commitment to the 
democratic ideals we all espouse. 

Fay Cohen served her community as an 
elected official on the Newton, Massachusetts 
Board of Aldermen. She was a tireless cam-
paigner for the Massachusetts Democratic 
Party, and for political candidates who went on 
to serve both the Commonwealth of Massa-
chusetts and the United States Congress. 
Senator EDWARD KENNEDY, Senator JOHN 
KERRY, former Congressman Robert Drinan, 
Governor Michael Dukakis, State Senator Lois 
Pines and I have all been the recipients of Fay 
Cohen’s wisdom, dedication and hard work. 

Fay Cohen may be retiring from her profes-
sional career, but I know that I and others who 
have relied on Fay’s political astuteness will 
never let her retire from being one of our cher-
ished activists.
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IN HONOR OF THE CLEVELAND 
SOUTHEAST LIONS CLUB 

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 6, 2001

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the Cleveland Southeast Lions Club for 
50 years of public service. 

For the last fifty years, the Cleveland South-
east Lions Club has been committed to serv-
ing the greater Cleveland area. This service 
organization works earnestly to provide nu-
merous philanthropic donations to charities all 
over the world. 

In attempt to extend a helping hand, the 
Cleveland Southeast Lions Club annually 
hosts an East West All Star Football game in 
order to raise money for worthy programs 
such as the Saint Vincent Charity Hospital 
Lions Eye Clinic, Ohio Lions Eye Research 
Foundation, Blind Welfare, and other deserv-
ing organizations. The Cleveland Southeast 
Lions Club strives to reach out to the less for-
tunate by donating thousands of pounds of 
clothing and food to Saint Augustine’s distribu-
tion to the needy. The members of the Cleve-
land Southeast Lions Club work daily to assist 
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