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| urge my colleagues to join in support of
this concurrent resolution.

————

PERMANENT HOUSING HOMELESS
PREVENTION GRANT RENEWAL
ACT

HON. JOHN J. LaFALCE

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 6, 2001

Mr. LAFALCE. Mr. Speaker, today, along
with Representatives WELLER, FRANK, QUINN,
SABO, BIGGERT, and LEE, | will be introducing
the “Permanent Housing Homeless Prevention
Grant Renewal Act.”

This bi-partisan legislation authorizes re-
newal of expiring Shelter Plus Care and SHP
permanent housing rental assistance grants
through the HUD Section 8 Housing Certificate
Fund. Currently, some 75,000 vulnerable fami-
lies, including veterans, disabled, mentally ill,
and other families at risk of homelessness, re-
ceive monthly rental assistance under these
two important McKinney-Vento Act homeless
programs.

The legislation is supported by a broad
group of national and regional organizations
which fight homelessness, including Catholic
Charities, the National Alliance to End Home-
lessness, the Corporation for Supportive
Housing, and the National Alliance for the
Mentally Ill. These groups have jointly written
“to offer our support and assistance in moving
this important legislation forward,” and noted
that “This bill will have the effect of providing
new housing to more homeless people with
disabilities, as well as preventing catastrophic
losses of housing for some of the most vulner-
able Americans.”

Renewing Shelter Plus Care and SHP per-
manent housing through Section 8 is a solu-
tion to the annual uncertainty over renewals.
Currently, when the initial term of a Shelter
Plus Care or SHP permanent grant expires, a
grantee must re-apply each year for continued
assistance. If a grant is not renewed, the fami-
lies which are receiving rental assistance
under the grant face the risk of eviction and
homelessness.

This is not an idle risk. Just fourteen months
ago, HUD failed to renew rental assistance
grants for thousands of families nationwide. It
took an emergency supplemental appropria-
tions bill in July of last year to reinstate fund-
ing for these grants. In the interim, many com-
munities were forced to scramble for funds to
cover the gap; many families confronted the
very real risk that they would lose their month-
ly rental assistance.

Last year, the House devised a permanent
solution to this problem, as part of the House
VA-HUD appropriations bill. That bill funded
all renewals of expiring Shelter Plus Care
grants through the HUD Section 8 Housing
Certificate Fund. This approach would provide
a reliable source of renewal funding. Unfortu-
nately, the Senate did not go along with this
approach, and the final conference report,
while providing a separate account for renew-
als, does not provide a reliable, long-term
funding source. The best approach was and
still is renewal of all expiring Shelter Plus Care
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and SHP permanent housing grants through
the HUD Section 8 Certificate Fund. That ap-
proach is embodied in the “Permanent Hous-
ing Homeless Prevention Grant Renewal Act,”
which we are introducing today.

Moreover, this approach is justified on broad
policy grounds. Congress routinely renews
portable and project-based Section 8 rental
assistance; only the most vulnerable families
most at risk of homelessness face the annual
risk of non-renewal.

Funding these renewals through Section 8
also means that critically needed new perma-
nent and supportive housing proposals will not
have to compete with renewals for scarce re-
sources. And, providing a reliable source of
renewals after the initial grant term will make
it easier for project sponsors to build perma-
nent housing.

| urge members to co-sponsor this important
legislation, and urge Congress to renew all
Shelter Plus Care and SHP permanent hous-
ing grants expiring in fiscal year 2002 through
the Section 8 Certificate fund.

The text of the bill follows:

HR.—

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Homeless
Prevention Permanent Housing Renewal Act
of 2001”’.

SEC. 2. RENEWAL OF PERMANENT HOUSING
GRANTS AND SHELTER PLUS CARE
GRANTS UNDER HOUSING CERTIFI-
CATE FUND.

(a) SUPPORTIVE HOUSING PROGRAM PERMA-
NENT HOUSING GRANT RENEWALS.—Section
429 of the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assist-
ance Act (42 U.S.C. 11389) is amended by add-
ing at the end the following new subsection:

‘(d) PERMANENT HOUSING GRANT RENEW-
ALS.—For fiscal year 2002 and each fiscal
year thereafter, there are authorized to be
appropriated, from any amounts appro-
priated under the Housing Certificate Fund
account of the Department of Housing and
Urban Development for assistance under sec-
tion 8 of the United States Housing Act of
1937, such sums as may be necessary for re-
newing expiring grants under this subtitle
for permanent housing for homeless persons
with disabilities.”.

(b) SHELTER PLUS CARE GRANT RENEW-
ALS.—Section 463 of the McKinney-Vento
Homeless Assistance Act (42 U.S.C. 11403h) is
amended by adding at the end the following
new subsection:

‘‘(c) GRANT RENEWALS.—For fiscal year 2002
and each fiscal year thereafter, there are au-
thorized to be appropriated, from any
amounts appropriated under the Housing
Certificate Fund account of the Department
of Housing and Urban Development for as-
sistance under section 8 of the United States
Housing Act of 1937, such sums as may be
necessary for renewing expiring grants under
this subtitle.”.

———

DEDICATION TO MR. BERNARD
HOLLANDER

HON. ENI F.H. FALEOMAVAEGA

OF AMERICAN SAMOA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 6, 2001

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Mr. Speaker, | would
like to place in the record a letter to the Wash-
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ington Post published on February 14, 2001,
which cites the dedicated service of Mr. Ber-
nard Hollander for 51 years in the Antitrust Di-
vision of the U.S. Department of Justice. |
want to note that the long and distinguished
career of Mr. Hollander includes two important
contributions to American Samoa.

In the 1960’s, Mr. Hollander prosecuted an
antitrust case which opened up the petroleum
storage facilities in American Samoa to mul-
tiple suppliers, thus bringing the benefits of
competition in fuel supply to our economy.
The court decree requiring open access to our
petroleum market remains in place, and Mr.
Hollander continues to represent the United
States in the case.

Mr. Hollander was also instrumental in
opening the American Samoa market to com-
petition in long-haul air service. Acting as spe-
cial counsel to the Governor of American
Samoa, Mr. Hollander participated in pro-
ceedings before the Civil Aeronautics Board
which authorized competition in U.S. air serv-
ice to our territory. Prior to that case, only one
airline was authorized to provide service con-
necting American Samoa with Hawaii and the
U.S. mainland.

| am pleased to note for the record the serv-
ice of Mr. Bernard Hollander to American
Samoa. We wish him many years of good
health and good work.

LEGENDS OF JUSTICE

As a Jan. 30 news story reported, the Jus-
tice Department’s eminent tax lawyer, Er-
nest Brown, has retired at age 94 after 30
years of service.

But Bernard Hollander, another Justice
Department legend at age 85 and a former
student of Ernest Brown’s at Harvard Law
School, continues to work in the depart-
ment’s antitrust division as he has for 51
years.

The public is fortunate to have the benefit
of lawyers as talented and dedicated as Er-
nest Brown and Bernard Hollander.

ROBERT B. NICHOLSON,
Chevy Chase.

————

A TRIBUTE TO CAPTAIN DANIEL
H. RUFFLE

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, March 6, 2001

Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, | wish today to
honor police Captain Daniel H. Ruffle, who will
be honored for his distinguished service as the
Commanding Officer of the 63rd police pre-
cinct on Thursday, March 8th, 2001. Let it be
known that he shares this honor with his wife
of 27 years, LaVerne, and his daughter Adri-
enne.

Dan received his appointment to the New
York City Police Department as a police train-
ee in June 1967. It was at that time he em-
barked on a thus far 34 year career. While
working as a police officer assigned to the
79th and 60th precincts, Officer Ruffle dis-
played an intensity and drive in performing his
duties that resulted in his being appointed as
a citywide narcotics investigator in March
1977.

Dan Ruffle’s exemplary work was recog-
nized and rewarded with a promotion to De-
tective in October 1979. As a detective, Ruffle
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