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Mr. GOODLATTE and Mr. PENCE
changed their vote from ‘yea” to
“‘nay.”

Mrs. KELLY, Mr. DOGGETT and Mr.
THOMAS changed their vote from
“nay’’ to “‘yea.”

So the conference report was agreed
to.

The result of the vote was announced
as above recorded.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

ANNOUNCEMENT REGARDING LEG-

ISLATION TO BE CONSIDERED
UNDER SUSPENSION OF THE
RULES TODAY

Mr. KOLBE. Mr. Speaker, pursuant
to the notice requirements of House
Resolution 314, I announce that the fol-
lowing measures will be considered
under suspension of the rules on
Wednesday, December 19, 2001: H.R. 2561
and H.R. 2751.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. KOLBE. Mr. Speaker, I ask unan-
imous consent that all Members may
have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks on the
conference report accompanying the
bill (H.R. 2506) making appropriations
for foreign operations, export financ-
ing, and related programs for the fiscal
year ending September 30, 2002, and for
other purposes, and that I may include
tabular and extraneous material.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
THORNBERRY). Is there objection to the
request of the gentleman from Ari-
zona?

There was no objection.

—_—

CONFERENCE REPORT ON H.R. 2506,
FOREIGN OPERATIONS, EXPORT
FINANCING, AND RELATED PRO-
GRAMS APPROPRIATIONS ACT,
2002

Mr. KOLBE. Mr. Speaker, pursuant
to the previous order of the House, I
call up the conference report accom-
panying the bill (H.R. 2506) making ap-
propriations for foreign operations, ex-
port financing, and related programs
for the fiscal year ending September 30,
2002, and for other purposes, and ask
for its immediate consideration.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of today,
the conference report is considered as
having been read.

(For conference report and state-
ment, see prior proceedings of the
House of today.)

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Arizona (Mr. KOLBE) and
the gentlewoman from New York (Mrs.
LOWEY) each will control 30 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Arizona (Mr. KOLBE).

Mr. KOLBE. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume.

I am privileged to bring before the
House today the conference report on
H.R. 2506, making appropriations for
foreign operations, export financing,
and related programs for fiscal year
2002. I want to also pay special thanks
today to my very able ranking minor-
ity member, the gentlewoman from
New York (Mrs. LOWEY). She has been a
full partner throughout this process,
and I am very grateful for the support
and the participation that she has pro-
vided to bring this bipartisan bill be-
fore the House today as a conference
report.

It is important to note that this bill
enjoyed widespread support when it
came before the House the first time.
We approved the bill on July 24 by a
vote of 381 to 46, really unprecedented
for a foreign operations bill. Senate
passage occurred 3 months later, on Oc-
tober 24, by a vote of 96 to two. I think
these votes in both the House and the
Senate demonstrate the importance
that most Members in both bodies at-
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tach to fulfilling our foreign obliga-
tions and assisting our friends and al-
lies abroad.

As I stated when I brought the bill to
the floor earlier this year, I had three
priorities for this legislation: first was
to reverse the spread of infectious dis-
eases, such as HIV/AIDS, tuberculosis
and malaria; second, encouraging eco-
nomic growth through open trade and
transparent laws in other countries;
and, third, improving the account-
ability of the agencies that are funded
by this bill. This conference agreement
represents important progress in all
three areas.

The conference agreement appro-
priates $15.346 billion in new discre-
tionary budget authority. This figure
represents an even split between the
House and Senate allocations. It is $178
million above the House level, $178 mil-
lion below the Senate-passed bill.
Three major reasons for the increase
are the needs to restore a portion of
the administration’s cut to the Export-
Import Bank; to provide new funding
for the Andean Counterdrug Initiative;
and to intensify our efforts to combat
HIV/AIDS and other communicable dis-
eases.

For the Export-Import Bank, we re-
stored $138 million of the proposed re-
duction of $232 million in the program
funds of the bank. This level of funding
will allow for loan authorizations esti-
mated at $10.6 billion, approximately
$1.4 billion higher than the current
level.

Regarding the Andean Counterdrug
Initiative, it is important to recall
that a supplemental appropriation bill
outside the boundaries of the sub-
committee’s fiscal year 2001 allocation
funded the initial Plan Colombia
adopted by Congress last year. There-
fore, the $625 million the conference re-
port recommends for these activities is
significantly above the $154 million
that was available in the regular 2001
appropriations act for these countries;
hence, the requirement for more money
for this initiative. I am disappointed
that we could not provide a higher
level for this important initiative.
However, in the discussions that we
had with the Senate on this matter, I
often felt like I was a minority of one.
We were able to provide the base fund-
ing of $6256 million, plus transfer au-
thority to provide $35 million in addi-
tion to these funds. That will allow for
a total of $660 million for this program
in fiscal year 2002.

In addition, the conference report in-
cludes an amended version of the gen-
eral provisions as proposed by the Sen-
ate that modifies the annual counter-
narcotics certification process. I ask
that the letter I received from the
State Department dated December 14,
2001, supporting the recommendation of
the conferees be included in the
RECORD.

Over $2.8 billion of the funds provided
in this conference report will be made
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