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is it that common sense prevails in Congress
to help those in greatest need, but | believe
that this provision, and this bill, achieve such
status. | thank the Veterans Committee Chair-
man and Ranking Member for their dedicated
attention to the plight and troubles of Amer-
ica’s veterans, for including the Agent Orange
provision in the Veterans Benefits Act of 2001,
and for passing this important piece of legisla-
tion.

—_—

CONFERENCE REPORT ON H.R. 1,
NO CHILD LEFT BEHIND ACT OF
2001

SPEECH OF

HON. RUSH D. HOLT

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, December 13, 2001

Mr. HOLT. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to ad-
dress my colleagues regarding H.R. 1, No
Child Left Behind.

Although we passed this important legisla-
tion last week, | must express my reservations
about certain language included in the con-
ference report:

The conferees recognize that a quality
science education should prepare students to
distinguish the data and testable theories of
science from the religious or philosophical
claims that are made in the name of science.
Where topics are taught that may generate
controversy (such as biological evolution),
the curriculum should help students to un-
derstand the full range of scientific views
that exist, why such topics may generate
controversy, and how scientific discoveries
can profoundly affect society.

Outside of the scientific community, the
word “theory” is used to refer to a speculation
or guess that is based on limited information
or knowledge. Among scientists, however, a
theory is not a speculation or guess, but a log-
ical explanation of a collection of experimental
data. Thus, the theory of evolution is not con-
troversial among scientists. It is an experi-
mentally tested theory that is accepted by an
overwhelming majority of scientists, both in the
life sciences and the physical sciences.

The implication in this language that there
are other scientific alternatives to evolution
represents a veiled attempt to introduce cre-
ationism—and, thus, religion—into  our
schools. Why else would the language be in-
cluded at all? In fact, this objectionable lan-
guage was written by proponents of an idea
known as “intelligent design.” This concept,
which could also be called “stealth cre-
ationism”, suggests that the only plausible ex-
planation for complex life forms is design by
an intelligent agent. This concept is religion
masquerading as science. Scientific concepts
can be tested; intelligent design can never be
tested. This is not science, and it should not
be taught in our public schools.

Mr. Speaker, | am a religious person. | take
my religion seriously and feel it deeply. My
point here is not to attack or diminish religion
in any way. My point is to make clear that reli-
gion is not science and science is not religion.
The language is this bill can result in dimin-
ishing both science and religion.

EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

FIFTIETH ANNIVERSARY OF THE
GUAM WOMEN’S CLUB

HON. ROBERT A. UNDERWOOD

OF GUAM
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 19, 2001

Mr. UNDERWOOD. Mr. Speaker, in Feb-
ruary 1952, a group of women set out to es-
tablish a non-profit organization designed to
help improve the general education, health
and welfare of the people of Guam. For the
past five decades the Guam Women’s Club,
working on its own and with the support of
other civic and service organizations, have
made great contributions towards the better-
ment of the island of Guam. The club was
taken under the wing of the Federation of
Asian Women’s Association (FAWA) in 1958.
Due mainly to the Guam Women'’s Club’s af-
filiation, this international organization has
since held four conferences on Guam.

Education is one of the Guam Women’s
Club’s paramount concerns. The club has
awarded high school, college, and university
scholarships since its inception. Since 1991,
three full time scholarships have been put in
place—awarded annually to deserving stu-
dents of the University of Guam. To acknowl-
edge the value of the teaching profession and
to honor the island’s teachers in both public
and private schools, the club has held numer-
ous gatherings which came to be known as
“Teachers Teas.”

The club has also been very active in beau-
tification and facility improvement campaigns.
A GWC project in 1954 initiated the establish-
ment of the Guam Museum. GWC was instru-
mental in the construction of facilities such as
the public pool in Hagatfa. The construction of
the Padre Palomo Park, for which the club re-
ceived national recognition, the Lalahita Park
overlooking the village on Umatac, and the
beautification of San Ramon Hill were made
possible through their efforts. The post office
petition project they initiated culminated to the
opening of a post office in Dededo, the is-
land’s most populous village.

Through both individual and group efforts,
GWC members have been directly involved
with  community and civic undertakings. In
1963, the club received national recognition
from the General Federation of Women’s
Clubs for their islandwide clean-up campaign.
The GWC Hospital Committee donates an av-
erage 150 hours of volunteer work at the
Guam Memorial hospital. GWC made signifi-
cant contributions towards the transition of
Guam Youth, Inc. to the Guam Recreation
Commission—another project that gained
them national recognition.

GWC additionally actively participates and
contributes toward several local civic programs
and institutions. From support organizations
and facilities such as the Alee Shelter, Erica’s
House, Child Care Co-op, the Guam Lytico
and Bodig Association, St. Domicic’s Nursing
facility and Rainbows for all Children to na-
tional organizations such as Crime Stoppers,
the Salvation Army, the Guam Chapter of the
American Red Cross, and the American Can-
cer Society’s Guam Unit, the range of GWC’s
efforts and interest seems boundless. GWC is
a great contributor to holiday projects such as
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Sugar Plum Tree and the annual Air Force
Christmas Drop to sparsely populated outlying
islands. A benefactor of the Guam Symphony
Society, GWC is also a major contributor to
the local public broadcasting stations KPRG
and KGTF.

As the Guam Women’s Club—the island’s
oldest women’s club—celebrates its fiftieth an-
niversary, | would like to take this opportunity
to recognize the organization and its mem-
bers. For 50 years, GWC has made substan-
tial contributions toward the transformation of
Guam and its people. | am confident that the
island of Guam will continue to reap the bene-
fits of GWC’s endeavors for many more years
to come.

—_——

HOME OWNERSHIP EXPANSION
AND OPPORTUNITIES

HON. RUBEN HINOJOSA

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 19, 2001

Mr. HINOJOSA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
express concerns over the introduction of H.R.
3206, the Home Ownership Expansion and
Opportunities Act of 2001. The legislation
would allow Ginnie Mae to alter its current role
from guaranteeing federally backed mortgage
securities to guaranteeing federal and conven-
tional mortgage securities. In short, this legis-
lation transforms this entity into a full func-
tioning Government Sponsored Enterprise.

While | am not necessarily opposed to the
creation of an additional Government Spon-
sored Enterprise, | am opposed to the creation
of an entity that draws from Federal capital
and is not subject to government guidelines
and goals geared toward increasing home
ownership and improving the American econ-
omy.

This legislation would allow Ginnie Mae to
operate with equal flexibility and larger secu-
rity than current Government Sponsored En-
terprises in the housing mortgage market, in-
cluding Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac. How-
ever, it would not require that Ginnie Mae
meet the housing goals established by the
U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Devel-
opment. These goals are designed to ensure
that every American can and one day will be
able to achieve the dream of home ownership.

Therefore, it is unclear how this legislation
would help consumers or expand homeowner-
ship opportunities for minorities, low- to mod-
erate-income families, and other traditionally
underserved markets. The legislation that ex-
pands the role and scope of Ginnie Mae does
not make them subject to mandatory afford-
able housing goals, borrower income caps, or
limit their business to first time buyers. These
ideals have made organizations like Fannie
Mae and Freddie Mac an attractive and worthy
government sponsored enterprise and prompt-
ed them to create new ways to expand the
number of first-time borrowers or break down
barriers to homeownership.

What this legislation does is make this gov-
ernment entity function like a private corpora-
tion, allowing Ginnie Mae to guarantee loans
not just to people who need the extra help, but
also to those who can and should be using
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