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the entire discretionary dollars avail-
able to us except for Social Security
and Medicare of over the next 10 years.
That is assuming we believe the projec-
tions, and we certainly hope they are
true for the dollars that have been pro-
jected in surplus.

But we all know, as Chairman Green-
span indicated, that these are educated
guesses.

Given the fact that if you protect So-
cial Security and Medicare, the Presi-
dent’s tax proposal takes every dollar
of discretionary income left, rather
than the next 10 years and being able
to balance that with some dollars for
investments in education, infrastruc-
ture, prescription drug coverage for
Medicare, and balancing that with an
important tax cut for middle-class
families, it doesn’t add up. The admin-
istration has chosen to dip into Medi-
care and Social Security in order to be
able to provide dollars for important
investments in the American people’s
priorities in terms of education and
other areas.

If you protect Social Security and
Medicare, the dollars are not there for
education.

The President has said we are going
to say the Medicare trust fund doesn’t
exist anymore. We heard in front of the
Budget Committee from our new Treas-
ury Secretary, as well as the Director
of Management and Budget, that they
believe there really isn’t a trust fund;
that, in fact, there isn’t a surplus in
Medicare, even though every year we
get reports regarding the solvency of
the trust fund and the date at which it
will become insolvent, and the fact
that the date has been growing further
into the future because of the good
economy.

Now we fear there is, in fact, no trust
fund. Those reports, I guess, meant
nothing before.

In reality, there is a Medicare trust
fund. We know that Part A has been an
important part of the solvency of Medi-
care, and this trust fund is critical in
maintaining and protecting the health
care benefits for the seniors and future
generations in our country.

I urge my colleagues to send a very
strong message to the White House and
to the American people that we intend
to keep the promises of Medicare and
Social Security, and to lock away the
Medicare trust fund along with every
penny of Social Security so that we
will keep those as a separate promise
and protect them for our seniors, for
our families, and for future genera-
tions.

Without this lockbox, we will find
ourselves in the situation of seeing the
budget continue down the road with
the full intention of using the entire
Medicare trust fund in order to balance
the books, and a portion of Social Se-
curity in order to balance the books.

That is not in the best interest of the
American people. We can do better
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than that. We can design a budget that
protects Social Security and Medicare
and strengthens it for the future, pro-
vide a real tax cut for middle-class
families, small businesses, and family
farmers in this country, and also pay
down the debt so the interest rates our
citizens and businesses are paying for
will continue to go down, and at the
same time invest in the priority that
President Bush has articulated well—
and I agree with—which is the question
of education and investing in the fu-
ture for our children.

This budget is about more than num-
bers. It is about our values as Amer-
ican people. In times when we have
choices that we can make because of
projected surpluses, the real task for
each of us is what will be our priority?
What will the choices be when we can
make choices?

I strongly hope one of the choices
made by this Congress and administra-
tion is not to use the entire Medicare
trust fund to fund other purposes in the
budget; that we will join together on a
bipartisan basis, as has been done in
the past when Republicans and Demo-
crats joined together to support lock-
ing away the Social Security trust
fund and the Medicare trust fund so
that they are outside the budget
stream and are protected for now and
the future.

Thank you, Mr. President. I yield the
floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority leader.

—————
COMMITTEE RULES AND FUNDING

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, I want to
take a few minutes now while we wait
on other Senators who may want to
comment on what I am about to say.
But I want to thank the chairmen and
the ranking members of the commit-
tees who have worked together over
the past 6 weeks to get an agreement
on the committee rules and the funding
and staffing and space arrangements
for the Senate committees this year.

Senator DASCHLE and I worked
through a very difficult process to get
the organization resolution passed
back in January. But in some respects
that was the easy part, even though
that was not easy. It was easier than
what the chairmen and ranking mem-
bers had to go through. Each com-
mittee had to deal with how they were
going to proceed with the 50-50 division
of Members. They had to work on dif-
ferent rules of different committees,
different personalities, and different
responsibilities.

Most of the committees went
through it at a pretty quick pace.
Some of them were more difficult and
were more complex.

When the time came the beginning of
March for us to pass the funding reso-
lution, not all had been done. There
were, I guess, two or three committees
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that still had some serious reservations
or disagreements. But for those com-
mittees we extended the time without
a lot of difficulty. And those commit-
tees have continued to work together,
and they have reached agreement, one
by one.

Then we were down to just one final
committee, and they have reached an
agreement—Senator HATCH and Sen-
ator LEAHY. I know it was not easy for
either one of them, but I want to thank
all who have been involved for the ef-
fort that has been put into this. I think
it still bodes well that we can work to-
gether through difficult issues in a bi-
partisan way.

Having said that, we are ready to go
now, and we are ready to discharge the
Rules Committee and adopt this reso-
lution. I understand there has been an
objection to it being done through the
discharge mechanism, that they want
the Judiciary Committee to act, and
then they want the Rules Committee
to meet.

I note that it is 10 minutes until 5 on
Thursday. Members were told there
would not be any further votes. So,
once again, I am saying all this and
pointing out that, while I am trying
very hard, it is still very difficult to
get things done without them being
complicated. There is no reason why
we should not discharge the committee
and get this done after all of the good
work that is being done. I am going to
say, flat out, I suspect there is staff in-
volved in this. It is uncalled for, and it
is being, in my opinion, petty to have
to track down Members to try to get
them to come running over to try to
get some sort of running quorum, and
to have a vote. And then, by the way,
what if we don’t get them? What are we
going to do, after all this work?

So, Mr. President, I ask Senator
REID, can we move this forward? After
all that Senator DASCHLE and I have
done, and all that has been done by all
the Members, on both sides—including
the chairman and ranking member on
Judiciary—can’t we move this through
now?

Mr. REID. The Judiciary Committee
has completed their work. That part is
out of the way. Would the leader allow
me to suggest the absence of a quorum
for a brief moment?

Mr. LOTT. Yes.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll.

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the order for the
quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. SES-
SIONS). Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

————

COMMITTEE EXPENDITURES
Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Rules Com-
mittee be discharged from further con-
sideration of S. Res. 54, submitted by
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Senators LOTT and DASCHLE, regarding
committee expenditures, that the reso-
lution become the pending business, it
then be considered agreed to, and the
motion to reconsider be laid upon the
table.

Before the Chair rules on this re-
quest, I want to announce to the Sen-
ate that this resolution contains the
entire committee expenditures for all
Senate committees to continue funding
through February 28, 2003.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res. 54) was agreed
to.

(The text of the resolution is located
in today’s RECORD under ‘‘Statements
on Submitted Resolutions.”)

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, I thank
Senator REID and staff on both sides of
the aisle for making this possible. This
really is an important achievement.
We should understand that. It also
guarantees our staff members will get
their paychecks on time.

I yield the floor and suggest the ab-
sence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the order for the
quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I say to the
leader, it is my understanding there is
going to be a business meeting of the
Rules Committee next week. That was
part of the agreement.

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, if I may re-
spond to Senator REID’s inquiry, that
was not part of the unanimous consent
agreement, but that is the under-
standing on both sides of the aisle, that
there should be a business meeting of
the Rules Committee, and they should
discuss matters that are pending and
go forward from there.

Yes, that is our understanding. I
know the chairman will be accommo-
dating that.

—————

MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Senate now be
in a period for morning business, with
Senators permitted to speak for up to
10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

RULES OF THE SENATE
JUDICIARY COMMITTEE

Mr. HATCH. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that, pursuant to
the Standing Rules of the Senate, the
rules of the Senate Committee on the
Judiciary as approved by the com-
mittee today be printed in the RECORD.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follow:
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RULES OF THE SENATE COMMITTEE ON THE
JUDICIARY

I. MEETINGS OF THE COMMITTEE

1. Meetings may be called by the Chairman
as he may deem necessary on three days’ no-
tice or in the alternative with the consent of
the Ranking Minority Member or pursuant
to the provision of the Standing Rules of the
Senate, as amended.

2. Each witness who is to appear before the
Committee or any Subcommittee shall file
with the Committee, at least 48 hours in ad-
vance of the hearing, a written statement of
his or her testimony in as many copies as
the Chairman of the Committee or Sub-
committee prescribes.

3. On the request of any member, a nomi-
nation or bill on the agenda of the Com-
mittee will be held over until the next meet-
ing of the Committee or for one week, which-
ever occurs later.

II. QUORUMS

1. Ten Members shall constitute a quorum
of the Committee when reporting a bill or
nomination; provided the proxies shall not
be counted in making a quorum.

2. For the purpose of taking sworn testi-
mony, a quorum of the Committee and each
Subcommittee thereof, now or hereafter ap-
pointed, shall consist of one Senator.

III. PROXIES

When a record vote is taken in the Com-
mittee on any bill, resolution, amendment,
or any other question, a quorum being
present, a member who is unable to attend
the meeting may submit his vote by proxy,
in writing or by telephone, or through per-
sonal instructions. A proxy must be specific
with respect to the matters it addresses.

IV. BRINGING THE MATTER TO A VOTE

The Chairman shall entertain a non-debat-
able motion to bring a matter before the
Committee to a vote. If there is objection to
bring the matter to a vote without further
debate, a rollcall vote of the Committee
shall be taken, and debate shall be termi-
nated if the motion to bring the matter to a
vote without further debate passes with ten
votes in the affirmative, one of which must
be cast by the Minority.

V. SUBCOMMITTEES

1. Any Member of the Committee may sit
with any Subcommittee during its hearings
or any other meeting, it shall not have the
authority to vote on any matter before the
Subcommittee unless he is a member of such
Subcommittee.

2. Subcommittees shall be considered de
novo whenever there is a change in the Sub-
committee chairmanship and seniority on
the particular Subcommittee shall not nec-
essarily apply.

3. Except for matters retained at the Full
Committee, matters shall be referred to the
appropriate Subcommittee or Subcommit-
tees by the Chairman, except as agreed by a
majority vote of the Committee or by the
agreement of the Chairman and the Ranking
Minority Member.

VI. ATTENDANCE RULES

1. Official attendance at all Committee
markups and executive sessions of the Com-
mittee shall be kept by the Committee
Clerk. Official attendance at all Sub-
committee markups and executive sessions
shall be kept by the Subcommittee Clerk.

2. Official attendance at all hearings shall
be kept, provided that Senators are notified
by the Committee Chairman and Ranking
Member, in the case of Committee hearings,
and by the Subcommittee Chairman and
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Ranking Member, in the case of Sub-
committee hearings, 48 hours in advance of
the hearing that attendance will be taken;
otherwise, no attendance will be taken. At-
tendance at all hearings is encouraged.

————

RULES OF THE SENATE COM-
MITTEE ON VETERANS’ AFFAIRS

Mr. SPECTER. Mr. President, the
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs has
adopted rules governing its procedures
for the 107th Congress. Pursuant to
Rule XXVI, paragraph 2, of the Stand-
ing Rules of the Senate, on behalf of
myself and Senator ROCKEFELLER, I
ask unanimous consent that a copy of
the Committee rules be printed in the
RECORD.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

COMMITTEE ON VETERANS’ AFFAIRS RULES OF
PROCEDURE

I. MEETINGS

(a) Unless otherwise ordered, the Com-
mittee shall meet on the first Wednesday of
each month. The Chairman may, upon proper
notice and after consultation with the Rank-
ing Member, call such additional meetings as
he deems necessary.

(b) Except as provided in subparagraphs (b)
and (d) of paragraph 5 of rule XXVI of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, meetings of
the Committee shall be open to the public.
The Committee shall prepare and keep a
complete transcript or electronic recording
adequate to fully record the proceedings of
each meeting whether or not such meeting
or any part thereof is closed to the public.

(c) The Chairman of the Committee or the
Ranking Member in the absence of the Chair-
man, or such other Member as the Chairman
may designate, shall preside at all meetings.

(d) Except as provided in rule XXVI of the
Standing Rules of the Senate and as speci-
fied in paragraph (h), no meeting of the Com-
mittee shall be scheduled except by majority
vote of the Committee or by authorization of
the Chairman of the Committee after con-
sultation with the Ranking Member.

(e) The Committee shall notify the office
designated by the Committee on Rules and
Administration of the time, place, and pur-
pose of each meeting. In the event such
meeting is canceled, the Committee shall
immediately notify such designated office.

(f) Written notice of a Committee meeting,
accompanied by an agenda enumerating the
items of business to be considered, which
agenda will be developed by the Chairman in
consultation with the Ranking Member,
shall be sent to all Committee members at
least 72 hours (not counting Saturdays, Sun-
days, and Federal holidays) in advance of
each meeting. In the event that the giving of
such 72-hour notice is prevented by unfore-
seen requirements or Committee business,
the Committee staff shall communicate no-
tice by the quickest appropriate means to
members or appropriate staff assistants of
Members and an agenda shall be furnished
prior to the meeting.

(g) Subject to the second sentence of this
paragraph, it shall not be in order for the
Committee to consider any amendment in
the first degree proposed to any measure
under consideration by the Committee un-
less a written copy of such amendment has
been delivered to each member of the Com-
mittee at least 24 hours before the meeting
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