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provision was enacted, post-1976 veterans 
were a small percentage of all veterans, with-
out much voice to protest this discriminatory 
change. But, nineteen years later, there are 
thousands of veterans who have served our 
nation honorably. 

Mr. Speaker, as time goes by, this legisla-
tion takes on increasing importance. The State 
of Wisconsin Department of Veterans Affairs 
has informed me that if the cap on veterans 
bonds is not lifted this year, the State will be 
forced to disband the program because too 
few veterans are eligible for the program. 

This legislation would simply eliminate the 
cutoff that exists under current law. Under our 
proposal, former servicemen and service-
women in the five states who served our 
country beginning before or after January 1, 
1977 will be eligible to qualify for a state-fi-
nanced home mortgage. This legislation does 
not increase federal discretionary spending by 
1 cent. It simply allows the five states that 
have a mortgage finance program for their vet-
erans to provide mortgages to all veterans re-
gardless of when they served in the military. 

There is no justification to allow some vet-
erans to qualify for a home mortgage while 
others cannot. Mr. Speaker, I urge the House 
to help those veterans who have served after 
January 1, 1977 to own a home and pass this 
important legislation into law.
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CELEBRATING THE CALIFORNIA 
POLYTECHNIC STATE UNIVER-
SITY CENTENNIAL 

HON. LOIS CAPPS 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 8, 2001

Mrs. CAPPS. Mr. Speaker, it is with great 
pleasure that I rise today to recognize an edu-
cational institution that deserves praise for a 
century of distinguished teaching, research, 
and public service to the state of California 
and the nation. On March 8, 2001, California 
Polytechnic State University in San Luis 
Obispo will begin an 18-month celebration of 
its centennial. 

Indeed, Cal Poly, as the university is often 
called, has a great deal to celebrate. In the 
1890’s, Myron angel, a San Luis Obispo 
County chronicler, was dismayed by the prac-
tical ineptness he experienced in spite of his 
college education. He campaigned for a local 
facility that would ‘‘teach the hand as well as 
the head, so that no young man or young 
woman would be sent off in the world to earn 
their living poorly equipped for any task.’’ An-
gel’s prominence reinforced an earlier propo-
sition of the district state senator, Sylvester C. 
Smith, to build a polytechnic institute in San 
Luis Obispo. Southern Pacific Railroad had 
just completed the last link in its coastal route 
and subsequently backed the proposal as an 
effort to increase business for the new line. 
On March 8 in the first year of the 20th cen-
tury, legislation founding the California Poly-
technic School was signed into law after six 
years of debate. 

The law included the practical mandate of 
its founders, ‘‘To furnish the young of both 
sexes mental and manual training in the arts 

and sciences, including agriculture, mechan-
ics, engineering, business methods, domestic 
economics, and others such branches as will 
fit the students for non-professional walks of 
life.’’ A great deal changed in the ensuing dec-
ades—including the definition of a profes-
sional—California Polytechnic School, a voca-
tional high school, grew into California Poly-
technic State University, a premier under-
graduate institution. The essence of the origi-
nal charge is still part of the state law, and 
has remained constant in the university’s 
present philosophy. 

A tour of the modern Cal Poly campus 
traces the progression of ten decades, and 
confirms the strength of the original ‘‘learn by 
doing’’ philosophy. Among the facilities spread 
across the university’s 5,051 acres are four-
teen research centers and institutes. The 
founders would be pleased to observe the ac-
tivity, for example, in the Urban Forest Eco-
systems Institute, where students apply their 
knowledge and research to assist the commu-
nity’s landowners and public agencies in im-
proved urban forest management. They would 
also marvel at the Dairy Products Technology 
Center, where hands-on student research pro-
vides new and improved safety methods and 
technologies for the dairy products used by all 
Americans. 

Mr. Speaker, there are a number of relevant 
facts about Cal Poly that warrant recognition. 
Its first enrollment of 20 students has grown to 
17,000, and the institution has bestowed more 
than 107,000 bachelor’s and master’s degrees 
since 1942. And during World War II, 4,700 
cadets were trained at the Navy’s pre-flight 
programs located at Cal Poly. Remarkably, 97 
percent of Cal Poly graduates are successfully 
employed or admitted to graduate school with-
in a year of graduation. 

Cal Poly nears the end of its first century 
still focused on its founding purpose, which is 
an achievement that has not gone unnoticed. 
Last year, US News and World Report named 
California Polytechnic State University the Top 
Regional Public University in the Western 
United States for the eighth consecutive year. 
Cal Poly also received the 2001 designation 
for Best Undergraduate Computer Engineering 
Department without a Ph.D. Program awarded 
by the same publication. The National Science 
Foundation has recognized Cal Poly’s science 
program as among the most innovative in the 
nation. And the University Center for Teach 
Education is the only program in the state se-
lected to join the prestigious National Network 
for Education renewal. 

As California Polytechnic State University 
rises among the ranks of major American uni-
versities, time continues to test and prove the 
worth of a Cal Poly education. The centennial 
slogan, ‘‘A Century of Achievement, A Tradi-
tion for the Future’’ clearly expresses the 
school’s pride as an evolving institution, while 
remaining true to the school’s original vision. 
Cal Poly graduates possess the knowledge 
and skills to step right into professional ca-
reers of planning, designing, building, oper-
ating and improving whole structures as well 
as entire communities, of managing farms and 
businesses, of developing minds and expand-
ing knowledge. In short, Cal Poly and its grad-
uates are making a profound contribution to 
the quality of life in California, the nation, and 
the world. 

Mr. Speaker I hope my colleagues will join 
me in congratulating California Polytechnic 
State University on a century of remarkable 
achievements.
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NATIONAL SHAKEN BABY 
SYNDROME AWARENESS WEEK 

HON. HOWARD P. ‘‘BUCK’’ McKEON 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 8, 2001

Mr. MCKEON. Mr. Speaker, today I am in-
troducing a bill to establish the last week in 
April as National Shaken Baby Syndrome 
Awareness Week. 

This cause was presented to me by one of 
my constituents, Joyce Edson. Joyce’s son, 
James, was shaken by his licensed child care 
provider between March and April of 1998. As 
a result, James was sent to the emergency 
room with a skull fracture, subdural hema-
toma, bilateral retinal hemorrages and a bro-
ken right femur. He was only five months old. 

While James survived this tragic period, he 
unfortunately still experiences periodic sei-
zures, and is under the continual care of a pe-
diatric neurologist and opthamologist. 

Mr. Speaker, many other children are not so 
lucky. Each day, more than three children in 
the United States die from abuse and neglect. 
Furthermore, over 3,000 babies under the age 
of one are diagnosed with Shaken Baby Syn-
drome annually, while thousands more are 
misdiagnosed or go completely undetected. 

Mr. Speaker, it saddens me that this situa-
tion even exists. However, I am hopeful with 
the designation of National Shaken Baby Syn-
drome Awareness Week, Congress can in-
crease the knowledge of and ultimately pre-
vent this dreadful occurrence.
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TRIBUTE TO THE HONORABLE 
THOMAS P. EICHLER, FORMER 
SECRETARY OF THE STATE OF 
DELAWARE HEALTH AND SOCIAL 
SERVICES AND SERVICES FOR 
CHILDREN YOUTH AND THEIR 
FAMILIES 

HON. MICHAEL N. CASTLE 
OF DELAWARE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 8, 2001

Mr. CASTLE. Mr. Speaker, it is with great 
pleasure that I rise today as Delaware’s lone 
Member of Congress to honor and pay tribute 
to a leader in the Delaware community, Thom-
as P. Eichler. Tom Eichler is a dedicated, car-
ing, compassionate, and effective individual 
who led two state agencies in Delaware during 
my tenure as Governor and after my depar-
ture. I felt fortunate to have him serve with me 
and I am proud to call him my friend. 

As Secretary of Health and Social Services 
for Delaware, Tom Eichler instituted Welfare 
Reform before it became popular. Under Tom 
Eichler’s leadership, Delaware’s First Step 
Program was initiated to assist welfare recipi-
ents transition from welfare to work. Many of 
the individuals who participated in this pro-
gram are now working and providing a brighter 
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future for their families and our communities. 
In addition, Tom was a leader in health care 
reform and helped to pave the way for all chil-
dren in Delaware to have access to health 
care. 

As the Secretary of the Department of Chil-
dren, Youth and Their Families, Tom helped 
guide and develop improvements for the Ferris 
School and Juvenile Justice programs. His ef-
forts to provide better programming and edu-
cational facilities for juvenile delinquents at the 
Ferris School has been seen as a national 
model that other communities are attempting 
to emulate. He also established Child Mental 
Health programs that assist many young 
members of our community. 

Tom Eichler’s impact on the State of Dela-
ware has touched many people, and most im-
portantly in a positive manner. I first came to 
know Tom when he was attempting to change 
individuals’ views on ocean dumping and he 
assisted me with testimony before Congress. 
From there he went to work as Regional Ad-
ministrator for Region III, EPA. In the mid-
1980’s I asked him to serve in my cabinet 
where his assistance was outstanding. After 
my departure he continued to serve Delaware 
in the Department of Children, Youth and 
Their Families. He was called upon to serve 
several Governor’s, to assist in difficult situa-
tions, and he served the people of Delaware 
admirably. His ability to take on the toughest 
jobs, reach consensus and have positive out-
comes for our community were unsurpassed. 

As he retires from working for the State of 
Delaware I want to honor and thank him on 
behalf of the people of Delaware for his com-
mitment to making our state a better place for 
all of us to live and work.
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. JAMES H. MALONEY 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 8, 2001

Mr. MALONEY of Connecticut. Mr. Speaker, 
due to the weather I was unavoidably detained 
on Tuesday, March 6, 2001, and missed roll-
call votes 26 and 27. Had I been present, I 
would have voted ‘‘aye’’ on rollcall vote 26 and 
‘‘aye’’ on rollcall vote 27. 

Additionally, I was detained on Wednesday, 
March 7, 2001, and missed rollcall vote 28. 
Had I been present, I would have voted ‘‘aye’’ 
on rollcall vote 28.
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ARMY RESERVE OFFICER NOT AL-
LOWED TO WEAR RELIGIOUS 
SYMBOL 

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 8, 2001

Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, Dr. Trilok Singh 
Puniani is a member of the Army Reserve 
who is being denied the right to wear the sym-
bol of his religion. Dr. Puniani is a Sikh and is 
required by his religion to wear his turban. It 
is one of the five symbols of Sikhism. Dr. 

Gurmit Singh Aulakh, President of the Council 
of Khalistan, has written to the President on 
Dr. Puniani’s behalf. 

Dr. Puniani joined the Army reserve in 1999. 
There had been a exemption granted that per-
mitted the wearing of a turban while in uniform 
and there are three Sikhs who have achieved 
the rank of Colonel who wear their turbans. 
However, new regulations adopted in July 
1999, just a month before Dr. Puniani joined 
the Army Reserve, denied this exemption for 
those who joined the service after 1984. 

Mr. Speaker, the turban is not a hat. It is a 
religious symbol like the cross or the star of 
David. It should be afforded the same treat-
ment. 

One concern about this regulation is that it 
might discourage Sikhs and other minorities 
from joining the military services of the United 
States. Our armed services need manpower. 
We should not be discouraging anyone from 
joining. These minority Americans are impor-
tant to our country and to the Army. 

Canada and Britain have significant num-
bers of Sikhs in their military. They both allow 
these Sikhs to wear their turbans. Why can’t 
we? 

Whatever your religious beliefs, the military 
should treat you equally. This is about civil 
rights and equal treatment. We cannot give a 
preference to any religion, but we also cannot 
discriminate against any religion. I strongly 
urge the Secretary of Defense to restore the 
exemption so that the religious expression of 
Dr. Puniani and others will be respected. 

I insert Dr. Puniani’s complaint and Dr. 
Aulakh’s letter to the President into the 
RECORD.

COUNCIL OF KHALISTAN, 
Washington, DC, February 20, 2001. 

Hon. GEORGE W. BUSH,
President of the United States, 
The White House, Washington, DC. 

DEAR MR. PRESIDENT: Today I received by 
email a letter from Dr. Trilok Singh 
Puniani, who is a practicing physician and a 
member of the Army Reserve. He wrote to 
me about the regulation of July 1999 denying 
Sikhs who joined the military after 1984 the 
ability to wear their turbans. 

The turban is a symbol of the Sikh reli-
gion. A practicing Sikh is symbolized by five 
symbols, one of which is uncut hair covered 
by a turban. In view of this, Dr. Puniani 
writes that ‘‘this new regulation will deprive 
the opportunity of joining the US Armed 
Forces of many aspiring Sikhs who have tre-
mendous potential to serve the country.’’ I 
agree with him. This would be a loss for 
America and for its armed forces. 

Today there are over half a million Sikh 
citizens in the United States. They would be 
deprived of the opportunity to serve their 
country, the United States of America. 

Not to allow Sikhs in the military to prac-
tice their Sikh religion is discriminatory 
and bad for morale. Sikhs fought valiantly in 
World Wars I and II along with the Allied 
forces in Europe and Africa. They suffered 
heavy casualties. The Sikh soldiers wore 
their turbans. Belgium erected a special 
monument to the Sikh forces in Ypres. 

The British and Canadian forces encourage 
Sikhs to maintain their Sikh appearance. I 
respectfully urge you to follow their lead and 
order the armed forces of the United States 
to allow Sikhs to practice their religion. By 
so doing, you would raise the morale and ef-
fectiveness of the armed forces. America al-

lows freedom of religion and the armed 
forces would be the best place to put it into 
practice. 

Thank you for your attention to this prob-
lem. God bless you and God bless America. 

Sincerely, 
GURMIT SINGH AULAKH, 

President. 
Enclosure: Email from Dr. Puniani. 

[Received by email, February 20, 2001] 

Re Denial of Sikh attire in the U.S. Army.
RESPECTED DR. AULAKH, I would like to 

bring to your attention that I am in the U.S. 
Army Reserve since Aug. 1999. According to 
army regulation there was a provision to an 
exception for religious accommodation to 
wear turban while in the uniform. However, 
with new regulation published in July 1999 
retroactive as of 1984, the request for reli-
gious accommodation will not be enter-
tained, with exception of Sikhs who joined 
the U.S. Army prior to 1984. 

To my knowledge, there are three other 
turbaned Sikhs in the US Army in the rank 
of Colonels. I am not sure about their date of 
commission. Those of us who joined the 
army after 1984 may have to separate honor-
ably. 

My concern is that this new regulation will 
deprive the opportunity of joining the US 
Armed Forces of many aspiring Sikhs who 
have tremendous potential to serve the coun-
try. America is the champion of democracy 
and we are being discriminated. I believe as 
physicians and in other fields we are a valu-
able asset to the US Army. 

The Sikh soldiers are well respected in the 
British and Canadian Royal Armed Forces 
and encouraged to maintain their Sikh ap-
pearance. Why this discrimination in the 
US? 

I think that this matter be brought to the 
attention of the Senators and the Congress 
in Washington for us Sikhs to be part and 
parcel of this nation and allowed to serve the 
country with pride. 

I am also writing to my local congressman 
and the unit commanders of the US Army 
Reserve. 

I am looking forward to seeing you in per-
son when you visit us in Fresno. I will be 
happy to provide you with more information 
if needed. 

Wish you all the best and a long life. 
TRILOK S. PUNIANI, 

Fresno, CA.
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. XAVIER BECERRA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, March 8, 2001

Mr. BECERRA. Mr. Speaker, on March 6 
and 7, I was unable to cast my votes on roll-
call votes: No. 26 on motion to suspend the 
rules and pass H.R. 724; No. 27 on motion to 
suspend the rules and pass H.R. 727; No. 28 
on approving the journal; No. 29 on agreeing 
to the resolution H. Res. 79; No. 30 on motion 
to suspend the rules and agree on H. Con. 
Res. 31; No. 31 on motion to suspend the 
rules and pass H.R. 624 as amended; No. 32 
on motion to suspend the rules and agree on 
H. Con. Res. 47; and No. 33 on passage of 
S.J. Res. 6. Had I been present for the votes, 
I would have voted ‘‘aye’’ on roll call votes 26, 
27, 28, 30, 31, and 32; and ‘‘nay’’ on roll call 
votes 29, and 33.

VerDate jul 14 2003 17:10 Feb 11, 2005 Jkt 089102 PO 00000 Frm 00007 Fmt 0689 Sfmt 9920 E:\BR01\E08MR1.000 E08MR1


		Superintendent of Documents
	2016-07-01T14:14:46-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




