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SENATE—Friday, March 9, 2001
The House was not in session today. 

Its next meeting will be held on Mon-
day, March 12, 2001, at 2 p.m. 

The Senate met at 10:01 a.m., and was 
called to order by the Honorable JAMES 
M. JEFFORDS, a Senator from the State 
of Vermont. 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, Dr. Lloyd John 
Ogilvie, offered the following prayer: 

Almighty God, Sovereign of history, 
we join with Jews throughout the 
world in the joyous celebration of 
Purim. We thank You for the inspiring 
memory of Queen Esther who, in the 
fifth century B.C., threw caution to the 
wind and interceded with her husband, 
the King of Persia, to save the exiled 
Jewish people from persecution. The 
words of her uncle, Mordecai, sound in 
our souls: ‘‘You have come to the king-
dom for such a time as this.’’—Esther 
4:14. 

Lord of circumstances, we are moved 
profoundly by the way You use individ-
uals to accomplish Your plans and ar-
range what seems like coincidence to 
bring about Your will for Your people. 
You have brought each of us to Your 
kingdom for such a time as this. You 
whisper in our souls, ‘‘I have plans for 
you, plans for good and not for evil, to 
give you a future and a hope.’’—Jere-
miah 29:11. 

Grant the Senators a heightened 
sense of the special role You have for 
each of them to play in the unfolding 
drama of American history. Give them 
a sense of destiny and a deep depend-
ence on Your guidance and grace. 

On Purim, we renew our commitment 
to fight against sectarian intolerance 
in our own hearts and religious perse-
cution in so many places in the world. 
This is Your world; let us not forget 
that ‘‘though the wrong seems oft so 
strong, You are the Ruler yet.’’ Amen.

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The Honorable JAMES M. JEFFORDS 
led the Pledge of Allegiance, as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will please read a communication 
to the Senate from the President pro 
tempore [Mr. THURMOND]. 

The legislative clerk read the fol-
lowing letter:

U.S. SENATE, 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE, 

Washington, DC, March 9, 2001. 
To the Senate: 

Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3, 
of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby 
appoint the Honorable JAMES M. JEFFORDS, a 
Senator from the State of Vermont, to per-
form the duties of the Chair. 

STROM THURMOND, 
President pro tempore.

Mr. JEFFORDS thereupon assumed 
the chair as Acting President pro tem-
pore. 

f 

RECOGNITION OF THE ACTING 
MAJORITY LEADER 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Senator from Utah is recog-
nized. 

f 

SCHEDULE 

Mr. HATCH. Mr. President, today the 
Senate will immediately resume con-
sideration of S. 420, the Bankruptcy 
Reform Act. There are several amend-
ments pending, and others are expected 
to be offered. Any votes ordered during 
today’s and Monday’s session will be 
scheduled to occur on Tuesday, at 11 
a.m. Senators with amendments are, 
again, encouraged to come to the floor 
today and Monday to offer their 
amendments. As previously announced, 
it is hoped that all action on this bill 
can be completed by midweek next 
week. I thank my colleagues for their 
cooperation. 

f 

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the 
leadership time is reserved. 

f 

BANKRUPTCY REFORM ACT OF 2001 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the 
Senate will now resume consideration 
of S. 420, which the clerk will report. 

The assistant legislative clerk read 
as follows:

A bill (S. 420) to amend title 11, United 
States Code, and for other purposes.

Pending:
Schumer amendment No. 25, to ensure that 

the bankruptcy code is not used to exacer-
bate the effects of certain illegal predatory 
lending practices. 

Feinstein amendment No. 27, to place a 
$2,500 cap on any credit card issued to a 
minor, unless the minor submits an applica-
tion with the signature of his parents or 
guardian indicating joint liability for debt or 
the minor submits financial information in-
dicating an independent means or an ability 
to repay the debt that the card accrues. 

Leahy amendment No. 20, to resolve an 
ambiguity relating to the definition of cur-
rent monthly income. 

Conrad modified amendment No. 29, to es-
tablish an off-budget lockbox to strengthen 
Social Security and Medicare. 

Sessions amendment No. 32, to establish a 
procedure to safeguard the surpluses of the 
Social Security and medicare hospital insur-
ance trust funds. 

Mr. REID addressed the Chair. 
The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-

pore. The assistant minority leader is 
recognized. 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I see the 
manager of the bankruptcy bill coming 
on the floor. If there are matters deal-
ing with bankruptcy that the Senator 
wants to take care of at this time, I 
will be happy to yield to him. I know 
Senator CONRAD wishes to speak some 
time this morning. 

I yield to my friend from Utah. 
The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-

pore. The senior Senator from Utah. 
Mr. HATCH. Mr. President, we are 

now on the 4th day of debating the 
bankruptcy reform legislation. Yester-
day we were given a list of some 100 
Democratic amendments to this bill. If 
Members are serious about their 
amendments, then I ask that they 
come down and offer them, and that 
they do so now, so we can see the ac-
tual text and avoid any further undue 
delays and move forward with this 
much needed reform legislation. There 
may be one or two amendments on our 
side, but I do not think much more 
than that. So it comes down to getting 
our friends on the other side to come 
and offer their amendments and we will 
go from there. 

I understand Senator CONRAD will be 
here in a few minutes to speak to one 
of his amendments. With that, I yield 
back to the senior Senator from Ne-
vada. 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I say to my 
friend, the senior Senator from Utah, I 
thought we made headway yesterday, 
with the majority leader, where he in-
dicated he thought it was important 
that we work our way through these 
amendments. He and Senator DASCHLE 
thought that was the best way to pro-
ceed. I agree. 

They have a goal of finishing this bill 
next week. There are other matters be-
cause of calendar obligations that we 
have that must be taken up the fol-
lowing week. I think we can work our 
way through these amendments. 

I agree with my friend from Utah, 
the manager of this bill, that we should 
move on some of these amendments. 
We have all day today and all day Mon-
day. After Monday there are going to 
be people saying: I don’t have time to 
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