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stories from his childhood. He was born 
in 1882, in Worcester, MA, as the only 
child of a bookkeeper. In 1899, at age 
17, young Robert dozed off in a cherry 
tree after having read H.G. Wells’ War 
of the Worlds. He dreamt he had as-
cended to Mars in a machine driven by 
centrifugal force. When he awoke he 
devoted his life to making his dream of 
spaceflight a reality. 

His aspiration of devising a system 
for propelling men away from the 
Earth led him to pursue an education 
in physics. In 1908, he earned his Bach-
elor’s of Science degree from Worcester 
Polytechnic Institute. He went on to 
receive his Master’s in Physics from 
Clark University in 1910 and his doc-
torate in 1911. His early efforts in rock-
et propulsion mathematically explored 
various ideas including solar power, 
electric ion propulsion, and explosive 
firing from a large cannon as narrated 
in Jules Verne’s classic 1865 novel 
From the Earth to the Moon. His work 
eventually rejected all of these ideas as 
for lack of efficiency or power. 

In 1914, Doctor Goddard patented a 
system for using liquid propellant to 
lift rockets into the cosmos. That same 
year he also received a patent for a 
multiple stage system. Goddard de-
voted his life to the ideas and concepts 
of rocket propulsion that he first dem-
onstrated in 1926. Forty-three years 
later these two patents were put into 
practice to propel Neil Armstrong and 
his fellow astronauts to their historic 
moon landing in 1969. 

From 1920 to 1929 his work was spon-
sored primarily by the Smithsonian In-
stitution. During this period, Goddard 
wrote four unsolicited reports in which 
he revealed his visions of space explo-
ration. He foretold of manned vehicles 
exploring the moon and the planets, 
solar power, ion propulsion, and even 
journeys to other star systems. God-
dard requested that these reports be 
kept confidential because these lofty 
concepts were completely unacceptable 
to the scientific community of the 
1920s. In 1932, in a letter to H.G. Wells, 
Goddard wrote, ‘‘[A]iming at the stars, 
both literally and figuratively, is a 
problem to occupy generations, so that 
no matter how much progress one 
makes, there is always the thrill of 
just beginning. . . .’’ His visionary ideas 
were the spark that ignited the pas-
sions of hundreds of young men and 
women to transform his idealistic 
dreams into reality. 

But he wasn’t just a dreamer. His 
practical solutions led to 214 total pat-
ents. In the early 1920s, Goddard began 
a series of rocket tests of which the 
1926 launch was the hallmark. One of 
the key theories proven by Goddard’s 
experimentation was that a rocket will 
function in the vacuum of space. Before 
Goddard’s meticulous tests, it was 
widely believed in the scientific com-
munity that rockets moved by pushing 
against the air. Goddard proved that 

rockets functioned on the reaction 
principle and that they would perform 
in a vacuum. On this foundation, the 
path was laid for scientists and engi-
neers to build on Doctor Goddard’s 
work and lead the United States to the 
forefront of the space race. 

At his namesake, the Goddard Space 
Flight Center, in Greenbelt, MD, the 
tremendous NASA scientists and engi-
neers recently celebrated forty years of 
continuing Dr. Goddard’s legacy of dis-
covery and exploration. So, on this 
day, we should remember the efforts of 
this courageous visionary and his suc-
cessors as the finest example of Amer-
ican perseverance and ingenuity. With-
out Robert Goddard’s enterprise, our 
race to the stars would have faltered. 
His historic launch is truly one of the 
great mileposts on the road to the 
modern space age.∑ 
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ELIAS ‘‘SKIP’’ ASHOOH 

∑ Mr. SMITH of New Hampshire. Mr. 
President, I rise today to pay tribute 
to Skip Ashooh, a dynamic and inspir-
ing entrepreneur and the 47th recipient 
of the prestigous Citizen of the Year 
Award from the Greater Manchester 
Chamber of Commerce. 

Skip, a native of the Queen City was 
honored with this award where he was 
applauded by more than 650 enthusi-
astic business and community leaders 
who gathered together to honor this 
outstanding citizen. Skip was surprised 
to see his exuberant mother and six 
siblings who reunited to share in this 
joyous occasion. 

Upon completion of his bachelors de-
gree from Saint Anselm College in 1973, 
Skip pursued a career as a junior high 
social studies teacher in Manchester 
where he shared his love of American 
history with his students. 

After many years of teaching, Skip 
launched a new career as a licensed 
stock broker. Today, Skip heads his 
own successful financial services firm 
in downtown Manchester. 

Through community service, Skip 
has demonstrated his tireless dedica-
tion and commitment as an active 
member of numerous civic and commu-
nity boards. His most significant con-
tribution to Manchester has been as an 
ardent supporter and advocate of the 
Manchester Civic Center. Skip should 
take great pride in the economic re-
vival of downtown Manchester. I look 
forward to the opening face-off of the 
Monarchs when the Manchester Civic 
Center comes to life in November of 
this year. 

As Winston Churchill once said, ‘‘We 
make a living by what we get. We 
make a life by what we give.’’ 

Skip cares deeply about Manchester 
and the State of New Hampshire and is 
an articulate and enthusiastic advo-
cate for maintaining our place as a 
leader in technology and in quality of 
life. For his deep commitment to our 

state and for the positive results he has 
achieved in support of community and 
economic prosperity, it is my pleasure 
to honor him today and represent him 
in the United States Senate.∑ 
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IN MEMORY OF GRANT BUNTROCK 

∑ Mr. JOHNSON. Mr. President, I rise 
today to honor the achievements of a 
true friend of American agriculture, 
Grant B. Buntrock, a native of my 
home State of South Dakota. Grant 
died at his home on Friday, March 9, 
2001. 

Grant made his mark on American 
agriculture all throughout his 38 years 
of service. He was honored to be se-
lected by President Clinton as the ad-
ministrator of the Department of Agri-
culture’s Agricultural Stabilization 
and Conservation Service, ASCS. 
Through reorganization, he later be-
came the first administrator of the 
Farm Service Agency, where he served 
until his retirement in 1997. 

His training to be the agency’s ad-
ministrator came through his many 
ASCS positions. From 1977 through 
1980, he served as Assistant Deputy Ad-
ministrator, State and County Oper-
ations, DASCO. In 1981, he became the 
director of the Cotton, Grain and Rice 
Price Support Division, where he ad-
ministered all support programs. His 
other assignments included Director, 
Price Support and Loan Division and 
DASCO staff assistant, as well as as-
signments to the Programs Operations 
Division and the Bin Storage Division. 

But perhaps the most important posi-
tion of all was his tenure as a program 
specialist in the Brown County ASCS 
office and his position as county office 
manager in the Day County ASCS of-
fice. He was on the front line, dealing 
directly with South Dakota’s farmers 
and ranchers. His friends are confident 
that is what guided him in making his 
daily decisions on how our farm pro-
grams should function. While working 
day-to-day in the Department of Agri-
culture, he never forgot for whom he 
worked. The American farmer. 

In the spring of 1995, Secretary Glick-
man came to South Dakota to see first 
hand the devastation our State experi-
enced with severe flooding, the likes of 
which our State has never seen. The 
Secretary gave Grant the marching or-
ders and he fulfilled those orders. 
Streamline disaster assistance, and get 
the help to those in need. Again, the 
American farmer. 

He is going back to his roots, in Co-
lumbia, South Dakota. He was born 
and raised on a wheat and cattle farm 
in Columbia, where he graduated from 
high school and later attended South 
Dakota State University in Brookings. 
He served his country in the U.S. Navy 
from 1955 to 1957. 

I offer my condolences to his wife, 
Donna, his mother, Marietta, and his 
children, LeAnn, Janelle, Gregory, his 
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