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address a principal threat to the 
United States and to our friends in the 
region, South Korea chief among them. 

We urge the President to work with 
President Kim and our South Korean 
friends—with our strong support—to 
test North Korea’s commitment to 
peace through a comprehensive and 
verifiable agreement on its nuclear and 
missile activity. The stakes are too 
high and the issues too urgent to do 
otherwise. 

I ask unanimous consent to have 
printed in the RECORD a letter dated 
March 6, 2001.

There being no objection, the letter 
was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows:

CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Washington, DC, March 6, 2001. 

The PRESIDENT, 
The White House, Washington, DC. 

DEAR MR. PRESIDENT: We are writing in re-
gard to your upcoming meeting with Repub-
lic of Korea President Kim Dae Jung. Korea 
is a steadfast ally in a strategic part of the 
world, and we are pleased you will meet with 
President Kim early in your administration. 

We understand that President Kim’s ef-
forts toward rapproachement with North 
Korea will be a subject of your meeting. In 
the context of those efforts, late last year 
North Korea suggested it may be ready to 
permanently address U.S. and allied con-
cerns regarding its nuclear and missile capa-
bility—a major destabilizing force in East 
Asia and a principal threat to the security of 
the U.S. and its allies in the region. 

Your meeting with President Kim offers an 
opportunity to stand with our South Korean 
friends to test whether North Korea is indeed 
committed to peace. Given North Korea’s 
often far-reaching demands and record of dis-
regarding international norms, we are under 
no illusions about the difficulty of getting 
comprehensive and verifiable agreements 
with North Korea that address our concerns 
about its current and future nuclear and bal-
listic missile activities. We believe, however, 
the stakes are high and the issues involved 
demand urgent attention, and it is evident to 
us that the continued engagement of the 
U.S. Government on this matter could serve 
to reduce a serious potential threat to our 
national security. 

We therefore hope you thoroughly explore 
the possibility of reaching agreements that 
are in our national interest, and ask that 
you clearly demonstrate to President Kim 
our government’s ongoing commitment to 
working constructively with the Republic of 
Korea to confront this major strategic chal-
lenge. 

Should you choose this path to work with 
the Republic of Korea to address these crit-
ical concerns, we stand ready to support you. 

Sincerely, 
SEN. TOM DASCHLE, 

Senate Democratic 
Leader. 

REP. RICHARD GEPHARDT, 
House Democratic 

Leader. 
SEN. JOSEPH R. BIDEN, JR., 

Ranking Member Sen-
ate Foreign Rela-
tions Committee. 

REP. TOM LANTOS, 
Ranking Member 

House International 
Relations Committee. 

SEN. CARL LEVIN, 

Ranking Member Sen-
ate Armed Services 
Committee. 

REP. IKE SKELTON, 
Ranking Member 

House Armed Serv-
ices Committee.

f 

SUPPORT FOR VICTIMS OF INDIAN 
EARTHQUAKE 

Mr. JOHNSON. Mr. President, I 
would like to extend my deepest sym-
pathy to the Indian people for the re-
cent loss of life and property due to the 
recent earthquake in their country. On 
January 26, the people of Gujarat in 
western India were hit with an earth-
quake the size and devastation of that 
which hit San Francisco in 1906. The 
earthquake in Gujarat killed more 
than 30,000, injured more than 100,000, 
and displaced more than a half million 
men, women, and children. My 
thoughts and prayers, and those of 
many Americans, are with them at this 
difficult time. 

The people of India have been valu-
able friends to America, and a number 
of Indians call this country their home. 
Unfortunately, tragic events like these 
show how quickly loved ones and 
friends can be take from us. However, 
it is also through despair and tears 
that people often find humanity and 
caring. 

The damage to the region is expected 
to exceed $5.5 billion. In the face of 
such a catastrophe, it is imperative 
that the global community actively re-
spond. I am heartened to see the out-
pouring of assistance that nations 
around the globe, and countless non-
governmental organizations, have of-
fered to India. Our own government 
will continue to offer our support to 
the victims of this earthquake, and I 
encourage President Bush to offer any 
needed additional assistance as they 
begin the process of rebuilding shat-
tered homes and lives. 

f 

THE DEPARTURE OF A DEAR 
FRIEND, KRISTINE ‘‘IVO’’ IVERSON 

Mr. HATCH. Mr. President, one of my 
very dear staffers is about to leave the 
Senate, a wonderful woman who has 
given a great deal of her time and 
love—indeed, a great deal of her life—
to me, my office, the citizens of Utah, 
the county, and indeed, to this grand 
and honored institution, the Senate of 
the United States. 

It is almost impossible for me to be-
lieve, but, after nearly a quarter of a 
century, Kristine Iverson’s last work-
ing day in my office has now come 
upon us. 

I can still remember that day in 1976, 
when a young Illinois native—just two 
years out of DePauw University—when 
that young lady came to my office, 
résumé in hand, seeking a position as a 
legislative correspondent. Kris got that 

job, and it was one of the best moves I 
made. 

Kris joined my staff in 1977 as a legis-
lative correspondent. But her intel-
ligence, dedication, warm heart and in-
credible ability to grasp all the intrica-
cies of the legislative process quickly 
propelled her to a series of top posi-
tions in my office and on the Labor 
Committee. 

And for the past 24 years, day in and 
day out, we have always been able to 
count on Kris Iverson. Night after 
night, year after year, she was the first 
one in and the last one to leave. 

In short, we have grown gray to-
gether. 

Over the years, Kris has worn many 
hats: Legislative Assistant, Labor 
Committee Policy Director, Labor 
Committee Minority Staff Director, 
and now Legislative Director. 

In every position she served admi-
rably and won the utmost respect from 
her colleagues on both sides of the 
aisle. 

Most recently, Kris has served with-
out peer in one of the most difficult 
and challenging positions in the office 
of any Senator—legislative director. In 
that position, she has served with an 
unmatchable commitment to the Sen-
ate and indeed the very Congress of the 
United States. 

We all know how important it is to 
have a Legislative Director who we can 
trust to take our legislative priorities 
and help us direct them through the 
Byzantine maze of the legislative proc-
ess. 

Kris has been responsible for shep-
herding every piece of legislation that 
I sponsored. Beyond that, she was also 
responsible for helping to direct the 
legislative activities of both my per-
sonal staff and the Judiciary Com-
mittee staff. 

Not only has Kris—or ‘‘Ivo’’ as we en-
dearingly refer to her—earned my un-
dying respect and admiration, but she 
is also highly admired by many in this 
body for her honesty, her work-ethic 
and her analytical skills. 

When I think of many of the great 
laws in this nation the Child Care and 
Development Block Grant Act of 1990, 
the Women in Science Act, the Ameri-
cans with Disabilities Act, the Job 
Training Partnership Act or JTPA, the 
Children’s Health Insurance Program 
or CHIP all of these great laws reflect 
Kris Iverson’s substantial mark. 

Kris was there—in fact, Ivo was the 
lead staffer—on my first law, the Na-
tional Ski Patrol Federal Charter, 
signed by Carter in 1980. 

We often joke that she has files older 
than many of our staffers, and I’m 
sorry to say, it’s true! 

Unfortunately for us, her reputation 
has carried all the way to the White 
House where President George W. Bush 
has announced his intent to nominate 
her to one of the highest positions in 
the Department of Labor. 
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If all goes as planned—and I know it 

will—very shortly Kris will become the 
Assistant Secretary of Labor for Con-
gressional and Intergovernmental Af-
fairs. 

Her only obstacle is confirmation by 
this august body . . . and I am count-
ing on my colleagues to give her their 
support. Unanimous support! 

I know that in that very important 
office, she will serve Secretary Chao 
with the same dedication and spirit. 
Clearly, being appointed by the Presi-
dent of our great nation to such a posi-
tion is a tremendous honor and a trib-
ute to her. 

A great writer once said:
Give us an individual of integrity, on 

whom we know we can thoroughly depend; 
who will stand firm when others fail; the 
friend, faithful and true; the advisor, honest 
and fearless; the adversary, just and chiv-
alrous: such an one is the fragment of the 
Rock of Ages.—J.P. Stanley

Ivo has been such a faithful and true 
‘‘rock’’ of our office. I cannot put into 
words how much she will be missed, 
not only by my staff but also by the 
Senate as a whole. 

And of course, she will be greatly 
missed by me. 

I have considered her my right-hand 
counselor and advisor. I have relied on 
her on a daily, if not hourly basis. 

We have come to count on Kris to do 
it all. From proper placement of com-
mas . . . to strategy on the most im-
portant legislative initiatives . . . Kris 
does it, and does it well. 

Dozens, if not hundreds, of people 
throughout Washington and the nation 
were mentored by Kris Iverson, and 
under her gentle tutelage have gone on 
to lead successful careers. 

When the times were hard or the seas 
were rough, Kris was there with a 
steady and unbending hand to guide us 
on the proper course. She was our cap-
tain, our Mother Superior, our eye in 
the storm, our calm center in a sea of 
chaos. 

I must say that I am very saddened 
by her departure. But I am very, very 
happy and proud of her accomplish-
ments and most importantly, of this 
tremendous appointment to a place 
where I know that she will continue to 
honor and serve her country with dig-
nity and respect. 

So, I hope my colleagues will join me 
in wishing Kris well, in expressing our 
love and gratitude for her service to us. 

There is no doubt in our minds that 
she will move on to even greater 
heights as she continues to serve our 
government and our President. 

Mr. President, I have had a lot of 
people serve with me throughout the 
years, a lot of really good people I love, 
adore, appreciate, and honor. I have 
had no one serve with me who did a 
better job or gave more to this institu-
tion and to our country than Kris 
Iverson. I felt very much like I had to 
make this statement at this time be-

fore Kris leaves. She is sitting right be-
side me, and I am very, very proud of 
her. 

I yield to my friend from Con-
necticut. 

Mr. DODD. Mr. President, I was 
happy to yield to my colleague for the 
purpose of making this statement, al-
though I had no idea what the subject 
matter was going to be. I feel fortunate 
to have been on the floor when I dis-
covered it was going to be about Kris 
Iverson, with whom I have worked now 
for some 15 or 16 years, going back to 
the mid-1980s when Senator HATCH and 
I authored the child care development 
block grant. 

Kris Iverson did the initial work for 
Senator HATCH on that legislation, 
working with a fellow from my office 
who has been at the Department of 
Health and Human Services over the 
last number of years. I thank Kris. 

Coming from the other side of the 
aisle here, I didn’t have the privilege of 
working with her every day, but on the 
days that I did, I came to know her as 
a highly competent, serious individual 
of deep convictions, who understands 
issues very, very well, appreciates the 
role of government, and that bright 
and talented people can make a con-
tribution. 

We are going to miss you, I say to 
Kris Iverson, here in the Senate, al-
though we are not going to lose you en-
tirely from public service. So on behalf 
of those of us on this side of the aisle—
we don’t want to ruin your reputation 
in Republican circles—but we thank 
you as well for a job very well done on 
behalf of all Americans. We are lucky 
to have had you serve the Senate and 
certainly the interests of the American 
people. 

Mr. HATCH. Mr. President, I thank 
my colleague for his kind remarks be-
cause he knows how hard we worked 
together on the child care development 
block grant, and a whole raft of other 
issues. Kris has done such a great job, 
and I am honored to have her sit beside 
me for the last time in the Senate. We 
are very proud of her. 

f 

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

HONORING JIM O’ROURKE 

∑ Mr. DODD. Mr. President, I rise 
today to congratulate Connecticut 
State Representative Jim O’Rourke on 
being named the Irishman of the Year 
by the Portland-Middletown Ancient 
Order of Hibernians, an Irish-American 
organization with a tradition of service 
to the community. 

Jim O’Rourke, born in Boston, MA, 
has served the people of Connecticut 
for most of his adult life. He is a grad-
uate of Manchester High School and 
earned a Bachelors Degree in Political 
Science at the University of Con-
necticut. While at the University of 

Connecticut, Jim developed a deep pas-
sion for issues affecting the environ-
ment, consumer protection, and edu-
cation, serving as Chairman of the 
statewide Connecticut Public Interest 
Research Group and later as Chairman 
of the Connecticut Environmental Cau-
cus. 

For the past 11 years, as a member of 
the Connecticut State House of Rep-
resentatives, Representative O’Rourke 
has been a champion of initiatives 
aimed at providing cleaner air and 
water for the people of Cromwell, Port-
land, and Middletown. Last month, he 
hosted the Connecticut Coalition for 
Clean Air, CCCA, a partnership of pri-
vate, State, and local government offi-
cials committed to educating the pub-
lic while providing solutions to pollu-
tion concerns throughout the State. 
Jim believes that pollution of our air 
and waterways is more than just an en-
vironmental problem, it is a public 
health concern. Representative 
O’Rourke’s leadership on these vital 
issues has earned him wide respect 
among his colleagues. In fact, one indi-
cation of the high regard Jim’s col-
leagues have for him is that he was 
chosen to serve as Assistant Majority 
Leader of the Connecticut House of 
Representatives earlier this year. 

Jim O’Rourke has made numerous 
contributions to his community. His 
tireless work on behalf of children and 
families there and throughout Con-
necticut is never-ending. He works as 
Assistant Development Director of The 
Connection, a non-profit service and 
community development organization 
which provides counsel to low and mod-
erate-income families seeking to pur-
chase their first home. It also provides 
important treatment services for un-
derprivileged families and persons in 
need of counseling. 

Mr. O’Rourke is an active member of 
the Portland-Middletown division of 
the Connecticut Ancient Order of Hi-
bernians, having been granted the third 
degree prior to his latest achievement. 
The Order has been an integral part of 
Irish-American life since its North 
American branch was founded in 1836 in 
New York City, it is now the largest of 
all Irish Social Societies in the United 
States. Jim O’Rourke is also a member 
of the Cromwell Kiwanis Club and the 
DeSoto Council Cromwell Knights of 
Columbus. He serves as president of the 
statewide People’s Action for Clean En-
ergy, an organization committed to en-
ergy conservation and a clean and 
healthy environment. 

As a result of his endeavors, Jim has 
been the recipient of numerous awards, 
including being recently named the 
Legislator of the Year by the Con-
necticut Council of Small Towns and 
Champion of Youth by the Connecticut 
Coalition of Youth Advocates. 

As you are aware, this week is a spe-
cial one for all Irish-Americans, for 
Saturday we celebrate Saint Patrick’s 
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