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(3) Conservative estimates of the economic
burden imposed by work-related musculo-
skeletal disorders, as measured by com-
pensation costs, lost wages, and lost produc-
tivity, are between $45,000,000,000 and
$54,000,000,000 annually.

(4) Congress enacted the Occupational
Safety and Health Act of 1970 (29 U.S.C. 651
et seq.) to ‘“‘assure so far as possible every
working man and woman in the Nation safe
and healthful working conditions,”” and
charged the Secretary of Labor with imple-
menting the Act to accomplish this purpose.

(5) Promulgation of a standard on work-
place ergonomics is needed to address a seri-
ous workplace safety and health problem and
to protect working men and women from
work-related musculoskeletal disorders. Any
workplace ergonomics standard should take
into account the cost and feasibility of com-
pliance with such requirements and the
sound science of the National Academy of
Sciences report.

(b) AUTHORITY TO ISSUE RULE.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding any
other provision of law, not later than 2 years
after the date of enactment of this Act, the
Secretary of Labor shall, in accordance with
section 6 of the Occupational Safety and
Health Act of 1970 (29 U.S.C. 655), issue a
final rule relating to ergonomics. The stand-
ard under the final rule shall take effect not
later than 90 days after the date on which
the rule is promulgated. The standard shall—

(A) address work-related musculoskeletal
disorders and workplace ergonomic hazards;

(B) not apply to non-work-related musculo-
skeletal disorders that occur outside the
workplace or non-work-related musculo-
skeletal disorders that are aggravated by
work; and

(C) set forth in clear terms—

(i) the circumstances under which an em-
ployer is required to take action to address
ergonomic hazards;

(ii) the measures required of an employer
under the standard; and

(iii) the compliance obligations of an em-
ployer under the standard.

(2) AUTHORIZATION.—Paragraph (1) shall be
considered a specific authorization by Con-
gress in accordance with section 801(b)(2) of
title 5, United States Code, with respect to
the issuance of a new ergonomic rule.

(3) PROHIBITION.—In issuing a new rule
under this subsection, the Secretary of
Labor shall ensure that nothing in the rule
expands the application of State workers’
compensation laws.

(4) STANDARD SETTING AUTHORITY.—Nothing
in this subsection shall be construed to re-
strict or alter the authority of the Secretary
of Labor under the Occupational Safety and
Health Act of 1970 (29 U.S.C. 651 et seq.) to
adopt health or safety standards (as defined
in section 3(8) (29 U.S.C. 652(8)) of such Act)
for other hazards pursuant to section 6 (29
U.S.C. 655) of such Act.

(5) INFORMATION AND TRAINING MATE-
RIALS.—The Secretary of Labor shall, prior
to the date on which the new rule under this
subsection becomes effective, develop infor-
mation and training materials, and imple-
ment an outreach program and other initia-
tives, to provide compliance assistance to
employers and employees concerning the
new rule and the requirements under the
rule.

SA 95. Mr. SMITH of Oregon (for him-
self and Mr. WYDEN) proposed an
amendment to amendment SA 78 pro-
posed by Mr. WYDEN to the bill (S. 420)
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to amend title II, United States Code,
and for other purposes; as follows:

Strike all after the first word and insert
the following:

420. NONDISCHARGEABILITY OF DEBTS ARISING
FROM THE EXCHANGE OF ELECTRIC
ENERGY.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 1141(d) of title 11,
United States Code, as amended by this Act,
is amended by adding at the end the fol-
lowing:

‘“(6) The confirmation of a plan does not
discharge a debtor—

““(A) in the case of a debtor that is a cor-
poration, from any debt for wholesale elec-
tric power received that is incurred by that
debtor under an order issued by the Sec-
retary of Energy (or any amendment of or
attachment to that order) under section
202(c) of the Federal Power Act (16 U.S.C.
824a(c)) and requested by the California Inde-
pendent System Operator; or

‘(B) in the case of debt owed to a Federal,
State, or local government agency named in
an order referred to in subparagraph (A) for
wholesale electric power received by the
debtor except to the extent the rate charged
for power traded by the California Power Ex-
change delivered to the California Inde-
pendent System Operator is determined by
the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission
(Commission) to be unjust and unreasonable
in which case this subparagraph shall only
apply to debt determined by the Commission
to be just and reasonable.”.

(b) AUTOMATIC STAY.—Section 362(b) of
title 11, United States Code, as amended by
this Act, is amended—

(1) in paragraph (28), as added by section
907(d) of this Act, by striking ‘‘or’’ at the
end;

(2) in paragraph (29), as added by section
1106 of this Act, by striking the period at the
end and inserting ‘‘; or’’; and

(3) by inserting after that paragraph (29)
the following:

‘“(30) under subsection (a), of the com-
mencement or continuation, and conclusion
to the entry of final judgment or order, of a
judicial, administrative, or other action or
proceeding for debts that are nondischarge-
able under section 1141(d)(6).”.

(c) APPLICABILITY.—This section and the
amendments made by this section shall
apply with respect to any petition for bank-
ruptcy filed under title 11 United States
Code, as amended by this bill, on or after
March 7, 2001.

NOTICES OF HEARINGS/MEETINGS

COMMITTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS

Mr. CAMPBELL. Mr. President, I
would like to announce that the Com-
mittee on Indian Affairs will meet on
Wednesday, march 14, 2001 at 9:30 a.m.
in room 485 of the Russell Senate Office
Building to conduct a business meeting
to consider the committee’s views and
estimates on the President’s FY 2002
Budget Request for Indian Programs to
be followed immediately by a hearing
on S. 211, the Native American Edu-
cation Improvement Act of 2001.

Those wishing additional information
may contact Committee staff at 202/
224-2251.
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AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO
MEET

COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE, SCIENCE, AND
TRANSPORTATION

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation be authorized to meet
on Tuesday, March 13, 2001, at 9:30 a.m.
on S. 415—Aviation Competition Res-
toration Act.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE, SCIENCE, AND
TRANSPORTATION

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation be authorized to meet
on Tuesday, March 13, 2001, at 2 p.m. on
S. 361—Age 60 Rule.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON FINANCE

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Finance be authorized to
meet during the session of the Senate
on Tuesday, March 13, 2001, to consider
the Affordable Education Act of 2001.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Finance be authorized to
meet during the session of the Senate
on Tuesday, March 13, 2001, to hear tes-
timony regarding Living Without
Health Insurance: Who’s Uninsured and
Why?

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary be authorized
to meet to conduct a hearing on Tues-
day, March 13, 2001, at 10 a.m., in Dirk-
sen 226.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

COMMITTEE ON VETERANS’ AFFAIRS

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Veterans’ Affairs be author-
ized to meet to hold a hearing on the
Administration’s proposed budget for
veterans’ programs for fiscal year 2002.
The hearing will be held on Tuesday,
March 13, 2001, at 9:30 a.m., in room 418
of the Russell Senate Office Building.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

————

APPOINTMENT

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
Chair announces, on behalf of the
Democratic Leader, pursuant to Public
Law 101-509, the reappointment of Eliz-
abeth Scott of South Dakota to the Ad-
visory Committee on the Records of
Congress.
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