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(Mr. LEWIS) and Fred Shuttlesworth, 
but we also had the opportunity to re-
flect on our current challenges in this 
country. 

I think we all agree that we still 
have a long way to go before we 
achieve the dream that Martin Luther 
King spoke so passionately about. As 
Members of Congress, I think we need 
to realize that we need to act. We need 
to do more to fight racism and bigotry 
and prejudice in this country. We need 
to ensure voting rights in this country, 
and we need to do that through more 
than just rhetoric. 

We need to pass legislation for real 
election reform here in this country. 
We need to fight to make sure that 
every child has the opportunity for a 
first-rate education. We need to make 
sure that everybody in this country 
gets health care. We need to make sure 
that there is funding existing in the 
Department of Justice to enforce our 
civil rights laws. 

We have a long way to go, and I want 
to thank my colleague from Georgia 
for giving my wife, Lisa, and I the 
great privilege to not only travel with 
the gentleman but to learn and to be 
inspired. So I thank the gentleman. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman 
from Georgia (Mr. LEWIS). 

Mr. LEWIS of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, 
let me just thank the gentleman from 
Massachusetts (Mr. MCGOVERN), my 
friend, my colleague, my brother, and 
thank the gentleman and his wife for 
making the trip. It is my hope and my 
prayer that we will continue, all of us, 
to work together to make real the very 
essence of our democracy, the idea of 
one person, one vote, not only that 
people must have a right to vote but 
also have their vote counted.
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Ms. CARSON of Indiana. Mr. Speak-
er, I ask unanimous consent to address 
the House for 5 minutes. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without 
objection, the gentlewoman from Indi-
ana (Ms. CARSON) is recognized for 5 
minutes. 

There was no objection. 
Ms. CARSON of Indiana. Mr. Speak-

er, I am very humbled by this oppor-
tunity to join with my colleagues who 
had the invaluable experience of jour-
neying to Montgomery in terms of a re-
enactment of the Montgomery boycott 
that was led by the gentleman from 
Georgia (Mr. LEWIS), my distinguished 
colleague, who was born in what used 
to be the sovereign State of Alabama, 
and certainly the gentleman from New 
York (Mr. HOUGHTON). The gentleman 
from New York (Mr. HOUGHTON) did not 
have to be there because of his situa-
tion, but he was. 

I want to give praise and com-
pliments to all of the Members who 

took time away from their districts to 
go to revisiting that situation. I re-
membered it very well. Even though I 
was not personally present, I was pray-
erfully present and watched in horror 
how the gentleman from Georgia (Mr. 
LEWIS) was attacked by dogs while he 
sought justice and equality for the peo-
ple and their particular movement. 

Those before me have given the gen-
tleman from Georgia (Mr. LEWIS) and 
the gentleman from New York (Mr. 
HOUGHTON) much praise, for which it 
was deserved. 

Let me use another example I often 
tell students when I talk to them. Just 
last week I had the privilege of speak-
ing to 11,000 black engineering students 
who had convened in Indianapolis for 
their national conference. They could 
have easily been on a beach or having 
a party, but they were there trying to 
further their knowledge in the field of 
the math and engineering, and I loved 
them very much for devoting that time 
to their upward mobility. 

There is a situation that I often de-
scribed to children and young people, 
because I do not want them to not 
know about it, and that was during the 
early years of the movement, they 
were what they call chain gangs. They 
would assemble men, strong men, in 
chains and make them work on public 
projects. 

There was a chain gang that busted 
out the mountains in Chattanooga, 
Tennessee, in the Lookout Mountains 
in Chattanooga, Tennessee, to enable 
the engineers of that time to build a 
highway through the Lookout Moun-
tains in Chattanooga, Tennessee. 

They had to bust out the mountains. 
They used chisels. They sang songs. 
They were on a chain gang. They were 
enslaved, but they did their jobs so 
that a highway could be planned and 
laid by engineers. 

As we travel through this life, wheth-
er we are in Congress or whether we 
are in various professions, we can never 
forget those who paved the way for us, 
who shared the sweat and the tears and 
had the commitment for the future 
generations to have an opportunity to 
move on. 

Mr. Speaker, I want to praise again 
the gentleman from Georgia (Mr. 
LEWIS), my colleague. And as my col-
leagues know, I was the one that 
bought the idea of a Congressional 
Gold Medal to the United States House 
of Representatives on behalf of the 
mothers of civil rights movement for 
Ms. Rosa Parks, and I did that as an in-
spiration to those who would not forget 
the people that paved the way for us. 

While she sat there, the whole world 
stood up and brought people together, 
brought the name of Dr. Martin Luther 
King to the ears and eyes of America. 
While Rosa Parks just sat there, the 
whole world stood up. 

Let me end, Mr. Speaker, by remind-
ing us that, in order to have harmony 

in this world, there has to be harmony 
between the black and the white. That 
is why the creators of the piano made 
both black and white keys, one tune 
cannot be harmonious without the 
other. 

As we move forward and we have re-
sistance in this country and in this 
world now toward equal opportunity, 
toward affirmative action, toward 
Americans with disabilities, toward 
women who seek medical assistance de-
spite their economic circumstances, 
lest we forget that this is supposed to 
be one Nation under God, with liberty 
and justice for all people, not just in 
the preamble, not just in some written 
script, but in the spirit of liberty for 
everybody. 

I want to close, Mr. Speaker, by 
again giving my heart-felt gratitude to 
the gentleman from Georgia (Mr. 
LEWIS), who is from what used to be 
the sovereign State of Alabama, I am 
from what used to be the sovereign 
State of Indiana, for all of the sac-
rifices that he made and those who 
were with him and those who followed 
after him that paved the way for many 
of us. 
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. PELOSI) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Ms. PELOSI. Mr. Speaker, this after-
noon an unusual quality is the order of 
the day, an unusual quality for this 
House, and that is of humility. 

It is with great humility that any of 
us talk about this trip to Selma, Ala-
bama, to Montgomery and to Bir-
mingham in the presence of the gen-
tleman from Georgia (Mr. LEWIS), our 
colleague. With humility and gratitude 
to the gentleman from Georgia (Mr. 
LEWIS) and to the gentleman from New 
York (Mr. HOUGHTON) and to the Faith 
and Politics Institute, I am grateful to 
the gentleman from Georgia (Mr. 
LEWIS) for the opportunity to bring my 
daughter Christine, for the two of us to 
be able to go with you to walk through 
history.
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It is a tradition in our country that 
families take their children to visit 
Boston and Philadelphia, to see places 
of significance, Washington DC., in our 
country’s history. We must add to that 
list of must visits Alabama, Bir-
mingham, to see what happened and 
how it is memorialized at the museum 
and in the monuments there, with the 
dogs and the hoses and the rest, to see 
we are capable of man’s inhumanity to 
man, to Montgomery to see the sites of 
the march, and to Selma to see where 
the gentleman from Georgia (Mr. 
LEWIS) crossed over the bridge and 
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