March 27, 2001

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. NEY. Mr. Speaker, I yield myself
such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I found in the years
that I have served in office that the
American people have a willingness to
become involved in the energetic give-
and-take of public debate, and that
public debate on behalf of the people of
the country is made in the committees.
The committees are the heart of what
this institution is about.

This is a proposal, a resolution we
can be proud of. It is fiscally respon-
sible. It is, I believe, a good day for not
only the House, but for the American
people, because the institution of the
House works.

Mr. Speaker, I urge support of this
resolution.

Mr. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, | rise in support
of the Omnibus Committee Funding Resolu-
tion. While the resolution does not include the
full request of the Committee on Energy and
Commerce, which the Minority supported, it
does recognize the increased workload facing
our Committee. Each of the six subcommittees
has more than a full plate, with issues such as
patient protections, prescription drugs for sen-
iors, and national energy policies, even before
consideration of Administration proposals that
will presumably be forthcoming.

| note that the proposed budget is a signifi-
cant improvement in its treatment of the mi-
nority. Although my colleagues on the other
side of the aisle have previously spoken of a
goal of a two-thirds/one-third split between the
Majority and Minority in funding and staff posi-
tions, the Minority on the Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce has never received even
that modest allocation. Under this resolution,
however, the minority members, who con-
stitute 49 percent of the House and 45 percent
of the Energy and Commerce Committee, will
finally be allocated one-third of the funding
and staff slots long promised by the majority
party. More importantly, it is my understanding
that an accommodation of the needs of the
Minority has also been reached on the other
Committees as well.

Because of these improvements, | support
this resolution and urge my colleagues to sup-
port it. | would note that this resolution is just
a first step in the process; the House will need
to allocate sufficient funds to make good on its
promises. This resolution represents a good
beginning, and | hope it carries over into more
mundane matters, like office space, as well as
into legislation on important policy questions.

Mr. NEY. Mr. Speaker, I yield back
the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
PETRI). Pursuant to the order of the
House of today, the previous question
is ordered on the resolution, as amend-
ed.

The question is on the resolution, as
amended.

The question was taken; and the
Speaker pro tempore announced that
the ayes appeared to have it.

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, on that I
demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this motion will be
postponed.

————

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. NEY. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-
mous consent that all Members may
have 5 legislative days within which to
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude therein extraneous material on
H. Res. 84, as amended.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Ohio?

There was no objection.

———

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12 of rule I, the Chair de-
clares the House in recess until ap-
proximately 5 p.m.

Accordingly (at 4 o’clock and 38 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess
until approximately 5 p.m.

————
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AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. GIBBONS) at 5 o’clock and
20 minutes p.m.

————

CONCURRENT RESOLUTION ON
THE BUDGET, FISCAL YEAR 2002

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Thurs-
day, March 22, 2001 and rule XVIII, the
Chair declares the House in the Com-
mittee of the Whole House on the State
of the Union for a period of debate on
the subject of the concurrent resolu-
tion on the budget for fiscal year 2002.

The Chair designates the gentleman
from Ohio (Mr. LATOURETTE) as Chair-
man of the Committee of the Whole,
and requests the gentleman from Ohio
(Mr. HOBSON) to assume the chair tem-
porarily.
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IN THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE
Accordingly, the House resolved

itself into the Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union for a
period of debate on the subject of the
concurrent resolution on the budget for
fiscal year 2002, with Mr. HOBSON
(Chairman pro tempore) in the Chair.
The CHAIRMAN pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Thurs-
day, March 22, 2001, general debate
shall not exceed 3 hours, with 2 hours
confined to the congressional budget,
equally divided and controlled by the
ranking member of the Committee on
the Budget and 1 hour on the subject of
economic goals and policies, equally di-
vided and controlled by the gentleman
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from New Jersey (Mr. SAXTON) and the
gentleman from California (Mr.
STARK). The gentleman from Iowa (Mr.
NUSSLE) and the gentleman from South
Carolina (Mr. SPRATT) each will con-
trol 1 hour of debate on the congres-
sional budget.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Iowa (Mr. NUSSLE).

Mr. NUSSLE. Mr. Chairman, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Chairman, this is an opportunity
that only comes around every few
years, and that is an opportunity, as
my friend and colleague, the gen-
tleman from South Carolina (Mr.
SPRATT) suggested at the Committee
on Rules when we met just a little
while ago, to have a watershed budget,
kind of a real opportunity for taking a
fresh look at where we are as a coun-
try; where we are as a Federal Govern-
ment; what are our priorities; what are
our values; what are our principles as
we move forward.

As we look into this century, we have
accomplished so much on this thresh-
old and yet there are so many chal-
lenges that face us, but just to give us
a little bit of a threshold to work from,
let me suggest that, Mr. Chairman, we
are about to debate the fifth straight
balanced budget, and that in and of
itself, I believe, not only is a real treat
but a real accomplishment.

We have built that budget. We have
built that accomplishment in a bipar-
tisan way, Republicans and Democrats
struggling and arguing and sometimes
even fighting to come up with the pri-
orities that shape our country’s future.
We did not do it alone, and we did it to-
gether along the way sometimes; some-
times not. But I think we all have a lot
to be very proud of as we stand on this
threshold and look forward.

Probably the people who deserve the
most credit, as we stand on this thresh-
old, are the people that are watching at
home, balancing their checkbooks
around their kitchen table, making the
decision about where their kids are
going to college, getting that Visa bill
in the mail and going, oh, man, not
again, or finding out that the energy
prices just went up yet again and how
that is going to have to take away
from some of their other priorities.

So as we struggle through that which
we think is so important here in Wash-
ington, D.C., let us be ever mindful of
the Kkitchen-table conversations that
are going on around America tonight,
and those kitchen-table conversations,
while maybe not having as many zeroes
as the zeroes we are going to talk
about in this particular budget, are
just as important, if not more impor-
tant, to the future of America.

As we build this budget, we build on
a very solid foundation. And we decided
in order to continue that solid founda-
tion far into the future that we had to
adopt six principles that would guide
our deliberation, that would guide the
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