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He joined the U.S. Navy at Seventeen and re-
turned to the San Joaquin Valley in California
and became involved in community action pro-
grams.

Even though his own formal education was
limited, later in life education became his pas-
sion. He was inspired by the teachings of a
Catholic priest and by the writings of St.
Francis, Gandhi and Dr. Martin Luther King,
Jr., and once said that, “The end of all edu-
cation should surely be service to others.”
Cesar put that belief into practice and formed
the National Farm Workers of America, which
later became the United Farm Workers, and
began a great social movement to fight for
safe and fair working conditions, reasonable
wages, decent housing and outlawing child
labor.

Chavez used fasting, marching rallying pick-
eting and boycotting to call attention to the
plight of the farm workers who endured great
pain and exploitation to put food on tables of
millions of American families.

In 1965, he led the Delano grape strike and
a 340-mile march across California, which
gained national attention and ended in an
agreement to improve wages for farm workers.
Chavez’'s work did not end there. He led an-
other boycott to protest the use of dangerous
pesticides in the fields, and in 1973, he led
another strike against lettuce growers for high-
er wages.

“La Causa” had broad-based support not
only from farm workers and Latinos, but from
labor unions, religious groups, minorities and
students. The UFW became a symbol of em-
powerment and pride for many workers
throughout the nation for over three decades.
Throughout the movement, Cesar Chavez
never lost his direction or his soul. Although
he had won national and international fame,
he continued to live a simple life based on
sharing and frugality. Chavez even engaged in
life threathening fasts to keep the movement
alive and rededicate it to the principles of non-
violence.

Cesar Chavez died in his sleep on April 23,
1993. He died while he was defending the
UFW against a lawsuit brought by a California
lettuce and vegetable producer, which de-
manded that the farm workers pay millions of
dollars in damages resulting from a UFW boy-
cott of its lettuce during the 1980’s.

Cesar Chavez received many honors for his
commitment to social change. They included
an honorary degree from Arizona State Uni-
versity West in 1992, induction into the LIFE
Hall of Heroes in 1997, and the Medal of
Freedom, the United States’ highest civilian
honor, bestowed upon him posthumously by
President Clinton in 1995.

In addition, several states honor him and his
work with a state holiday—and, just last week,
our own State of Colorado joined that number
when the legislature passed a law creating a
state holiday to commemorate the birthday of
Cesar Chavez.

The successful effort to pass this legislation
was led by my friends, Colorado State Senator
Rob Hernandez and Colorado State Rep-
resentative Frana Mace. | think all Coloradans
owe them a debt of gratitude—and | especially
want to thank them for raising my own con-
sciousness and inspiring me to support federal
legislation that would create a national Cesar
Chavez holiday.

EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

So, Mr. Speaker, it's with great pride and
humility that | stand here today on the floor of
the House of Representatives and pay tribute
to Cesar E. Chavez, a national hero and one
of the giants of the civil rights movement in
America.

I honor him for his leadership, his vision, his
bravery, and his unselfish commitment to the
principles of social justice and respect for
human dignity. He is an inspiration to those of
use who seek to create a better world, and his
legacy is one which serves to remind us that
“Together all things are possible.” iSi se
puede!

———

TRIBUTE TO THE ARMADA FREE
PUBLIC LIBRARY

HON. DAVID E. BONIOR

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 3, 2001

Mr. BONIOR. Mr. Speaker, today | would
like to recognize an institution whose out-
standing dedication and commitment to the
service of its community has led to a great ac-
complishment. On Sunday, April 1, 2001, the
Armada Free Public Library will celebrate its
Centennial Anniversary, commemorating 100
years of civic excellence.

Located in Armada, Michigan, the Armada
Free Public Library has always been a flour-
ishing center of education and resources for
families and friends of the community. With a
great emphasis on community service, the Ar-
mada Library has opened its doors throughout
the years to welcome patrons to civic gath-
erings, conferences, club meetings, and chil-
dren’s hours.

Literature and books will always serve as
the cornerstone of the Armada Library. But the
library is expanding, by bringing in new levels
of technology and resources. The community
of Armada has dedicated its time and talents
to bring the public library into the 21st Century
with online databases, World Wide Web ac-
cess, and an automated card catalog system.
Because of this community’s unwavering sup-
port, the Armada Free Public library has be-
come a center that will continue to cultivate its
historic roots as well as reach out to younger
generations.

The Armada Free Public Library is a true
testament to the hard work and dedication of
community members and their families. | ap-
plaud the Armada Free Public Library for its
leadership, commitment, service, and | urge
my colleagues to join me in congratulating
them on this landmark occasion.

———

TRIBUTE TO FORMER MICHIGAN
STATE REPRESENTATIVE MIKE
PRUSI

HON. BART STUPAK

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, April 3, 2001

Mr. STUPAK. Mr. Speaker, | would like to
pay tribute to Mike Prusi, a former representa-
tive to the Michigan House of Representatives

April 3, 2001

from the 109th Representative District, which
is made up of two counties, Marquette and
Alger, in my congressional district.

Mike was first elected to the House in a
special election in May 1995, following the
death of one of Michigan’s great legislators
and great spokesman for northern Michigan,
Dominic J. Jacobetti. Mike has just concluded
his service in the Michigan House because of
the Michigan term limits law. This law was en-
acted at the will of the voters of Michigan, but
| have to confess that in this case | believe the
law has turned an excellent public servant out
of office.

Mr. Speaker, the Upper Peninsula of Michi-
gan, where Mike and | are from, is an area
rich in natural wealth and scenic beauty. It is
also an area that, because of its sheer size,
offers a wealth of diverse social and political
issues. Because its population is sparse, how-
ever, its representation in Lansing is meager
in numbers.

Spokesmen for this region must stand taller
and speak more eloquently than their
downstate counterparts. Mike served on the
important Appropriations Committee in the
Michigan House and, like Dominic J. Jacobetti
before him, was an outstanding spokesman
for the region.

Mike brought a profound understanding of
the region with him when he went to Lansing.
He was born in his district, was schooled
there, and became an iron mine worker, even-
tually becoming president of a Steelworkers
local. Like the red dust that coats the clothing
of miners, Mike carried the innate strength,
pride and independence of Upper Michigan
residents to his job as a state representative.

There have been many important issues af-
fording us an opportunity to work together.
The round of military base closures under the
BRAC Commission in the early 1990s affected
a base in the Upper Peninsula, in the heart of
what would become Mike’s district. Fighting to
revive this economic heart of the Upper Penin-
sula has been one of our major efforts and
concerns.

Today, we face the problem of illegal im-
ports of steel—raw materials and finished
projects—which have jeopardized the health of
the U.S. steel industry. These illegally dumped
products affect the entire industry, beginning
with the very mines where Mike has worked.
We are again joined in an important economic
battle, this time to protect jobs and our vital
national steel industry, from mining to final roll-
ing of finished steel.

I wish Mike and his wife Sandra the best in
his post-legislative career. He has my deep re-
spect and friendship. The people of Michigan
were well-served by Mike Prusi. They will miss
him. | will miss him.

————
RECOGNIZING THE CONTRIBU-
TIONS OF DR. THOMAS E.
STARZL IN THE FIELD OF

ORGAN TRANSPLANTATION
HON. MICHAEL F. DOYLE

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 3, 2001

Mr. DOYLE. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the extraordinary career of Dr.
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