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the lives of most people, again, is a
challenge to us morally; and it is to
our peril if we do not understand the
implication it has, not only on global
trade, but also in national security.

South African government also now
has an opportunity and also a chal-
lenge. They must respond to the vic-
tory of the pharmaceutical companies
withdrawing their lawsuit by seeking
medications for the 4.3 million people.
They cannot stand by and do nothing.

In the United States, people have
been living longer with HIV virus and
with AIDS. While not a cure for AIDS,
certainly the drugs have allowed many
American citizens and citizens living
in developing countries to live longer.
These drugs are out of reach to most in
Africa. Until we find a cure for AIDS,
treatment must be affordable and ac-
cessible. Treatment can prolong life,
indeed give substantially more quality
of life. In the United States, we now
have AIDS-related treatments and that
has added to the mortality.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
act on this.

——————

TRIBUTE TO WEST POINT CADET
JOHN HEINMILLER

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Minnesota (Mr. RAMSTAD)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. RAMSTAD. Mr. Speaker, the
people of Eden Prairie, Minnesota are
in mourning today as they grieve the
loss of a favorite son, West Point Cadet
John Heinmiller.

There are no words to adequately
convey our sympathy to Cadet
Heinmiller’s family. Our hearts and
prayers go out to John’s father John,
his mother Julie, and younger brothers
and sister Joe, Jimmy and Sue, on
Cadet Heinmiller’s tragic death early
Sunday in Garrison, New York.

John’s loving family and countless
friends are in shock over the passing of
this remarkable young man who ‘‘left
an indelible mark on friends, coaches
and teachers,” to quote from today’s
front page article in the Star Tribune.

Mr. Speaker, John’s death is not only
a great tragedy for his wonderful fam-
ily, but also a great tragedy for Eden
Prairie High School and the United
States Military Academy. John was
loved and respected by everyone who
knew him. Of the several hundred serv-
ice academy nominations that I have
made over the past decade, John truly
stands out for his remarkable personal
qualities.

John was not only a star in hockey,
football and the classroom, John was a
star in the way he conducted his life.
As I said, when I nominated John to
West Point: ‘““‘John Heinmiller is des-
tined for success at the Military Acad-
emy and beyond because he has it all:
highly intelligent, a great student ath-
lete, personally charming, a quick wit
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and, most importantly, integrity and
character that we need in our future
leaders.”

It is not easy to stand out, Mr.
Speaker, the way John Heinmiller did
at a high school renowned for its ath-
letics with more than 3,000 students.
An honors student, John was so highly
respected for his leadership qualities
that his teammates at Eden Prairie
High School voted him senior captain
of both his football and hockey teams.
He also earned his school’s highest ath-
letic honor the Scott Ryski Award.

As his Eden Prairie High School foot-
ball coach Mike Grant put it best,
“John was a good football player, but
above that, he was an outstanding per-
son. This is a devastating loss to our
school, our community and our city.
This is a kid who would have been lead-
ing our country someday.’’

Eden Prairie’s boys’ hockey coach,
Lee Smith, also coached John and said,
‘““He was also the kind of person that if
you spent 2 minutes around, you would
see dedication, love, charisma and en-
ergy. John was one of the greatest role
models who has ever gone through our
high school.”

At West Point, John was a freshman
hockey player and was called up to
play with the varsity this past season.
From all reports by West Point offi-
cials and coaches, John had already
distinguished himself and was headed
for great success.

Above all, Mr. Speaker, John
Heinmiller loved his family very dear-
ly. His younger brothers and sister
were his best friends. As John’s dad
told me yesterday, ‘‘His mother and I
could not have asked for a better son in
every way.”’

Mr. Speaker, my prayer today is that
Cadet John Heinmiller’s legacy will in-
spire all of us to greater heights. We
thank God for the way John lived his
life and the wonderful role model he
was. We are also grateful to John for
his service to country at West Point.

May John Heinmiller’s spirit con-
tinue to live in each of us and may God
bless his family and friends.

ARMENIAN GENOCIDE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. WOOLSEY)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise
this evening to once again reflect on
the atrocities suffered by the Armenian
people at the hands of the Ottoman
Turks 86 years ago.

Little did anyone know that, on this
very day, April 24, 1915, that day would
forever signify the beginning of a Turk-
ish campaign to eliminate the Arme-
nian people from the face of this Earth.

Over the following 8 years, 1.5 million
Armenians perished. Hundreds of Ar-
menian religious, political, and intel-
lectual leaders were massacred. More
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than 500,000 were exiled from their
homes. Armenian civilization, one of
the oldest civilizations, virtually
ceased to exist.

Sadly, little attention is paid to this
tragic episode of 20th century history.
But that is why I join my colleagues,
as I have each year since I was elected
to Congress, to remember one of the
most tragic events that humankind has
ever witnessed.

But, unfortunately, as time wears on,
so much of it has faded into memory,
and people begin to forget what oc-
curred during that horrific time. Even
worse, as time passes, and people are
distracted from the atrocities,
naysayers and revisionists have the op-
portunity to change this generation’s
understanding of the Armenian geno-
cide.

Just as outrageous is that this geno-
cide has gone unpunished, and an inter-
national court has yet to condemn the
massacre of an entire nation. In part,
this is because the current leaders in
Istanbul will not acknowledge the
crime committed.

That is why it is imperative that the
United States House of Representatives
becomes a voice in the campaign to
recognize and acknowledge the Arme-
nian genocide. That is why we must
support the Bonior-Radanovich resolu-
tion.

Mr. Speaker, despite the unspeakable
tragedy, Armenians remain a compas-
sionate, proud, and dignified people. An
Armenian civilization 1lives on and
thrives. In fact, every proud Armenian
that walks the Earth worldwide is the
product of generations of perseverance,
courage and hope. Thankfully, this Ar-
menian spirit lives on within our own
borders, especially in my home State of
California.

On behalf of Armenia and on behalf
of all of our Armenian friends, neigh-
bors, and colleagues, I urge the House
of Representatives to recognize our re-
sponsibility to learn from the past and
to speak out in order to prevent simi-
lar atrocities in the future.

This could well be the most impor-
tant lesson each of us takes away from
such an atrocious global experience.

ARMENIAN GENOCIDE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from New York (Mrs. MALONEY)
is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mrs. MALONEY of New York. Mr.
Speaker, as a proud member of the Ar-
menian Congressional Caucus here in
Washington, and we have over 90 mem-
bers, and as a representative of a very
large and vibrant community of Arme-
nian Americans, I rise today to join
many of my colleagues in the sad com-
memoration of the Armenian genocide.

Today we remember the tragedy
where more than 1.5 million Armenians
were murdered at the hands of the
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