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Tinian Island in the Marianas where the Enola 
Gay was launched to bomb Hiroshima ulti-
mately leading to the end of the war. Yet, his 
service to his country did not end there. 

For a time he attempted to exercise his ad-
venturous acumen on a gold mine in Mexico 
and after, loosing a plane and risking his life 
protecting the claim, walked away in search of 
other ventures. He worked in Hollywood as a 
consultant for the military movie classic 
‘‘Twelve O’clock High.’’ Around that same 
time, General Hall was awarded a direct com-
mission in the USAF in 1948 and distin-
guished himself as an expert in jumping out of 
perfectly good airplanes. He was the key de-
veloper of the parachuting program at the 
USAF Academy and has participated in over 
1,200 jumps. 

There is an Internet web site in his honor 
where Kevin Coyne, the publisher of the Ejec-
tion site writes: ‘‘In late 1965, Jim Hall a pro-
fessional parachute safety instructor and Major 
in the Air Force Reserve volunteered to act as 
the human guinea pig for the 0-0 seat pack-
age.’’ He is still the only human being ever to 
participate in such a test. His comment after 
being launched by a rocket 400 feet into the 
air into a small lake, ‘‘I’ve been kicked in the 
ass harder than that.’’ Jim Hall is the epitome 
of the ‘‘right stuff.’’

Jim was a close friend of Steve Ritchie, the 
Air Force’s first aerial Ace of Viet Nam and is 
an active proponent of continued use of Buck-
ley field, General Hall was added, in 1985, to 
the Colorado Aviation Hall of Fame. He has 
been active in Colorado politics helping to cre-
ate the Colorado Leadership Program. He 
worked to elect Jack Swigert to the 6th Con-
gressional district in 1982 and ultimately 
worked with the Colorado State Legislature to 
place the very popular statue of Swigert, right 
here in our nation’s Capitol. 

General Jim Hall is the Arapahoe County 
District II Captain to the county Grand Old 
Party, he is the namesake of the Aurora Re-
publican Forum’s ‘‘General Jim Hall Award.’’ 
He is the Military Advisor to Gov. Owens and 
the Governor’s Community Relations Advisor 
for the Asian Community and I am honored to 
include him on my District Military Academy 
Selection Board and District Military Veterans’ 
Committee. 

It is my honor, and pleasure to recognize 
this outstanding constituent and distinguished 
American Service Man, here in the Nation’s 
Capitol.
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Mrs. CAPPS. Mr. Speaker, nearly half a 
century ago, after bravely serving his nation in 
the United States Navy, JD Butler became a 
carpenter and joined the Carpenters Union. 
Today, I rise to announce to my colleagues 
that JD has announced his retirement from the 
Carpenters Union, and to commend him for 
his outstanding services to his fellow car-
penters and to our nation. 

I have known JD for several years in his ca-
pacity as Executive Secretary Treasurer of the 

Gold Coast District Council. In this capacity, 
JD was a passionate and effective spokes-
man, not only for the members of his union, 
but for working families across California and 
our country. Since coming to Congress, I have 
been guided by JD’s wisdom and experience 
on a range of issues, from pension reform, to 
school construction, to workplace safety, to 
preserving the protections of Davis-Bacon. On 
these and other issues, JD is a tireless advo-
cate for the rights of American workers. 

JD’s success as a carpenter and labor lead-
er is impressive. But more significant to me is 
the man’s character. JD is a warm and com-
passionate man, a loving husband, father, and 
grandfather, and someone who has given so 
much of himself to better his community. 

Mr. Speaker, on May 5, people from across 
Central and Southern California, Nevada, and 
Arizona will gather in Palm Springs to pay trib-
ute to JD’s decades of service to the Car-
penters Union. This is certain to be an extraor-
dinary affair honoring an extraordinary man. I 
know my colleagues will join me in congratu-
lating JD on his retirement and applauding him 
for a career of achievement and accomplish-
ments.

f 
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Mr. NEAL of Massachusetts. Mr. Speaker, 
on Tuesday, May 15, 2001, the Massachu-
setts Life Insurance Company will celebrate its 
150th anniversary—a milestone achieved by 
only twenty other Fortune 500 companies. 

The Massachusetts Mutual Life Insurance 
Company was founded by George Rice in 
Springfield, Massachusetts, in 1851. Today, 
the MassMutual Financial Group continues to 
have its headquarters in Springfield, and has 
grown into a global diversified financial serv-
ices organization with more than $213 billion 
in total assets under management. 

The family of companies include Massachu-
setts Mutual Life Insurance Company, plus its 
subsidiaries Oppenheimer Funds, David L. 
Babson, Cornerstone Real Estate Advisers, 
MML Investors Services, MassMutual Inter-
national, MassMutual Asia, The MassMutual 
Trust Company, Antares Capital Corporation, 
Persumma Financial, MML Bay State Life In-
surance Company and C.M. Life Insurance 
Company. 

The Mass Mutual Financial Group serves 
more than 8 million clients and offers a broad 
portfolio of financial products and services with 
offices located across the United States, and 
international operations in Hong Kong, Argen-
tina, Bermuda, Chile, and Luxembourg. 

Celebrating a 150th anniversary is an ex-
traordinary accomplishment so I ask my fellow 
Members of Congress to join me in recog-
nizing the MassMutual Financial Group’s anni-
versary and congratulating them for a suc-
cessful 150 years and anticipating another 150 
years of continued success.
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Mr. TOM DAVIS of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, I 
would like to take this opportunity to honor two 
outstanding groups in Northern Virgina, the 
American Legion Post 364 and Auxiliary Post 
364. Recently, four of their most outstanding 
members were recognized, as well as the en-
tire Auxiliary Unit. 

Jerry Howard, a member of Post 364, re-
ceived the National Award for Children and 
Youth Chairman of the Year for Region 2. 
Tirelessly devoted to youth education initia-
tives, Jerry is most often recognized for aiding 
children of veterans, even providing financial 
assistance to those who are in need. 

Marie Rhyne, also a member of Post 364, 
was recently appointed as a member of the 
National Security Committee. This Committee 
not only lends support to foreign relations, it 
also endorses ROTC, blood donations, crime 
prevention, and junior law cadets. 

Barbara Stevenson, a member of Auxiliary 
Unit 364 and Legislative Chairman of the Unit, 
received the National Award for Outstanding 
Unit Legislative Program, Southern Division. 
Members of the Legislative Division make ap-
pearances at Congressional hearings and at-
tend meetings with Congressmen and wom-
en’s groups to explain their interests. 

Marcia Wheatley, also a member of Auxil-
iary Unit 364 and Junior Activities Chairman, 
Department of Virginia, received the National 
Award for Outstanding Department Junior Ac-
tivities Program, Southern Division. Marcia 
recognizes that helping our youth is key to the 
success of the Unit and the community. 

Finally, Auxiliary Unit 364 was recognized 
with the Dr. Kate Barrett trophy for the most 
outstanding Unit in the Department of Virginia. 
This prestigious award is well deserved and 
proves that this Unit gives a great deal back 
to its community. 

Mr. Speaker, in closing, I wish the very best 
to the above individuals and the entire Amer-
ican Legion Post 364 and Auxiliary Post 364. 
All of the above recognized people have cer-
tainly earned this recognition, and I call upon 
all of my colleagues to join me in applauding 
their remarkable achievements. Northern Vir-
ginia is better off because of their efforts. 
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Mr. FARR of California. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the life of a pillar of the com-
munity, Mrs. Jean Winifred Hurlbert. Wini 
Hurlbert was an active member of many 
groups, organizations and movements in Pa-
cific Grove and the Monterey Peninsula com-
munity in my district. Mrs. Hurlbert passed 
away recently, surrounded by friends and fam-
ily, at the age of 94. 
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