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‘‘golden rice,’’ which could substan-
tially combat blindness and anemia in 
the third world, is immense. In the 
next ten to twenty years, we will likely 
be able to grow vaccines in plants, 
eliminating the difficulties of distribu-
tion in many areas of the world. 

Industrial biotechnology also shows 
tremendous potential for reducing the 
pollution and waste generated through 
industrial production. Through the use 
of enzymes and other biological compo-
nents, industries are able to minimize 
material and energy inputs while si-
multaneously maximizing renewable 
resources. An added benefit of those 
processes is that they limit the produc-
tion of hazardous pollutants and 
wastes while producing recyclables or 
biodegradable products. Industrial bio-
technology has been used to create en-
vironmentally friendly laundry deter-
gents with fewer phosphates and paper 
production treatments that reduce the 
discharge of chlorine. Industrial en-
zymes have also been used to create 
ethanol and other alternative fuels 
from corn and biomass. 

Aside from the environmental bene-
fits of both agricultural and industrial 
biotechnology, researchers have used 
this technology to actually solve envi-
ronmental problems and clean up envi-
ronmental disasters. Through the use 
of bioremediation, the use of living or-
ganisms to degrade toxic waste into 
harmless byproducts, researchers and 
environmentalists have been able to 
clean polluted coastlines and areas 
where fuels have leaked into the soil. 
Cities and towns throughout the world 
are now using microbes to remove pol-
lutants from their sewage systems, and 
the EPA is now using bioremediation 
to clean up some of our nation’s most 
serious waste sites. 

With all of these marvelous benefits, 
there is no doubt that biotechnology is 
touching our lives and improving our 
world. But, along with this technology 
comes the responsibility to understand 
and carefully evaluate it. If there is to 
be a future for this technology, and we 
are to fully realize its benefits, elected 
officials and the public must be in-
formed and engaged about the basics of 
technology itself and its incredible 
benefits. 

This is why my colleagues and I are 
pleased to introduce this resolution de-
claring May 13–20, 2001, as ‘‘National 
Biotechnology Week.’’ It is our hope 
that public officials, community lead-
ers, researchers, professors, and school 
teachers across the country will take 
this week to actively promote under-
standing of biotechnology in their com-
munities and their classrooms. 
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AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED AND 
PROPOSED 

SA 352. Mr. SMITH of New Hampshire (for 
himself, Mr. REID, Mr. CHAFEE, and Mrs. 
BOXER) proposed an amendment to the bill S. 

350, to amend the Comprehensive Environ-
mental Response, Compensation, and Liabil-
ity Act of 1980 to promote the cleanup and 
reuse of brownfields, to provide financial as-
sistance for brownfields revitalization, to en-
hance State response programs, and for 
other purposes.
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TEXT OF AMENDMENTS 
SA 352. Mr. SMITH of New Hampshire 

(for himself, Mr. REID, Mr. CHAFEE, and 
Mrs. BOXER) proposed an amendment to 
the bill S. 350, to amend the Com-
prehensive Environmental Response, 
Compensation, and Liability Act of 
1980 to promote the cleanup and reuse 
of brownfields, to provide financial as-
sistance for brownfields revitalization, 
to enhance State response programs, 
and for other purposes; as follows:

Beginning on page 57, strike line 24 and 
all that follows through page 58, line 3, and 
insert the following: 

‘‘(ii)(I) is contaminated by a controlled 
substance (as defined in section 102 of the 
Controlled Substances Act (21 U.S.C. 802)); 

‘‘(II)(aa) is contaminated by petroleum or 
a petroleum product excluded from the defi-
nition of ‘hazardous substance’ under section 
101; and 

‘‘(bb) is a site determined by the Adminis-
trator or the State, as appropriate, to be—

‘‘(AA) of relatively low risk, as compared 
with other petroleum-only sites in the State; 
and 

‘‘(BB) a site for which there is no viable re-
sponsible party and which will be assessed, 
investigated, or cleaned up by a person that 
is not potentially liable for cleaning up the 
site; and 

‘‘(cc) is not subject to any order issued 
under section 9003(h) of the Solid Waste Dis-
posal Act (42 U.S.C. 6991b(h)); or 

‘‘(III) is mine-scarred land.’’. 
On page 65, between lines 11 and 12, insert 

the following: 
‘‘(4) INSURANCE.—A recipient of a grant or 

loan awarded under subsection (b) or (c) that 
performs a characterization, assessment, or 
remediation of a brownfield site may use a 
portion of the grant or loan to purchase in-
surance for the characterization, assessment, 
or remediation of that site. 

On page 67, line 16, before the period, insert 
the following: ‘‘, including threats in areas 
in which there is a greater-than-normal inci-
dence of diseases or conditions (including 
cancer, asthma, or birth defects) that may be 
associated with exposure to hazardous sub-
stances, pollutants, or contaminants’’. 

On page 68, between lines 16 and 17, insert 
the following: 

‘‘(J) The extent to which a grant would ad-
dress or facilitate the identification and re-
duction of threats to the health or welfare of 
children, pregnant women, minority or low-
income communities, or other sensitive pop-
ulations. 

On page 70, between lines 2 and 3, insert 
the following: 

‘‘(4) REPORT TO CONGRESS.—Not later than 3 
years after the date of enactment of this sec-
tion, the Inspector General of the Environ-
mental Protection Agency shall submit to 
Congress a report that provides a description 
of the management of the program (includ-
ing a description of the allocation of funds 
under this section). 

On page 71, strike lines 15 through 17 and 
insert the following: 

‘‘(k) EFFECT ON FEDERAL LAWS.—Nothing 
in this section affects any liability or re-

sponse authority under any Federal law, in-
cluding—

‘‘(1) this Act (including the last sentence of 
section 101(14)); 

‘‘(2) the Solid Waste Disposal Act (42 U.S.C. 
6901 et seq.); 

‘‘(3) the Federal Water Pollution Control 
Act (33 U.S.C. 1251 et seq.); 

‘‘(4) the Toxic Substances Control Act (15 
U.S.C. 2601 et seq.); and 

‘‘(5) the Safe Drinking Water Act (42 U.S.C. 
300f et seq.). 

‘‘(l) FUNDING.—
‘‘(1) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—

There is authorized to be appropriated to 
carry out this section $200,000,000 for each of 
fiscal years 2002 through 2006. 

‘‘(2) USE OF CERTAIN FUNDS.—Of the amount 
made available under paragraph (1), 
$50,000,000, or, if the amount made available 
is less than $200,000,000, 25 percent of the 
amount made available, shall be used for site 
characterization, assessment, and remedi-
ation of facilities described in section 
101(39)(D)(ii)(II).’’. 

On page 93, line 4, before ‘‘develop’’, insert 
‘‘purchase insurance or’’. 

On page 94, line 11, strike ‘‘and’’. 
On page 94, line 14, strike the period at the 

end and insert ‘‘; and’’. 
On page 94, between lines 14 and 15, insert 

the following: 
‘‘(iii) a mechanism by which—
‘‘(I) a person that is or may be affected by 

a release or threatened release of a haz-
ardous substance, pollutant, or contaminant 
at a brownfield site located in the commu-
nity in which the person works or resides 
may request the conduct of a site assess-
ment; and 

‘‘(II) an appropriate State official shall 
consider and appropriately respond to a re-
quest under subclause (I). 

On page 97, line 7, after ‘‘Administrator’’, 
insert ‘‘, after consultation with the State,’’. 

On page 97, line 18, after the period, insert 
the following: ‘‘Consultation with the State 
shall not limit the ability of the Adminis-
trator to make this determination.’’.
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AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO 
MEET 

COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE, NUTRITION, AND 
FORESTRY 

Mr. CHAFEE. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and 
Forestry be authorized to meet during 
the session of the Senate on Wednes-
day, April 25, 2001. The purpose of this 
hearing will be to review agricultural 
trade issues. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE, SCIENCE, AND 
TRANSPORTATION 

Mr. CHAFEE. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation be authorized to meet 
on Wednesday, April 25, 2001, imme-
diately following the nomination hear-
ing, on status of labor issues in airline 
industry. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE, SCIENCE, AND 
TRANSPORTATION 

Mr. CHAFEE. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee, on Commerce, Science, and 
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