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train service. From the outset, it was clear that
the task of revitalizing the service would be
daunting. Amtrak had to overcome years of
railroad neglect and indifference.

The first thing that Amtrak had to do was to
arrest the long-term decline in intercity rail
passenger ridership. Despite being woefully
undercapitalized and inheriting a fleet of pas-
senger cars and locomotives that averaged
more than 20 years old, Amtrak stemmed the
tide of traffic to the other modes and began
the long and arduous task of rebuilding pas-
senger train service in America.

Over the years, Amtrak has managed to re-
place and upgrade the car and locomotive
fleets, rehabilitate many once dilapidated train
stations, and introduce a variety of new serv-
ices in an effort to keep people riding the rails.
Congress has continued to provide both oper-
ating, and capital support for Amtrak, although
the level of support has varied. Amtrak has
never received the kind public investment that
the Nation’s highways and aviation system’s
have received. In fact, the Corporation often
has been starved for capital. Almost from the
outset, Amtrak’s opponents have pressured
Amtrak to reduce its deficits, while at the
same time they tried to cut its budget. From
Roger Lewis to George Warrington, a succes-
sion of Amtrak’'s CEOs have pleaded for ade-
quate funding. Rarely have those pleas been
answered.

Nevertheless, many in the Congress have
demanded that subsidies to Amtrak be elimi-
nated, and the Corporation is now scheduled
to achieve operating self sufficiency by the
end of 2002. Amtrak has made great progress
toward reaching that goal.

Back in 1971, many believed that Amtrak
would be little more than a holding action until
passenger trains disappeared forever. Instead,
despite the obstacles, Amtrak has survived—
survived the inadequate equipment and facili-
ties with which it started life; survived the
budget cutters, and survived the competition
from low cost airlines. And now, in 2001, we
see the wisdom of keeping in place intercity
rail passenger service in the United States.

Today, our airports and highways are facing
gridlock. Delays are rampant and there are
real limits to simply pouring more concrete
and asphalt for new highways and runways to
solve our Nation’s congestion problems. Inter-
city rail passenger service can now be a major
part of the solution to our transportation con-
gestion problems. Most recently, Amtrak has
inaugurated its Acela train service in the
Northeast Corridor, and for the first time Amer-
icans can experience high-speed rail travel
similar to what the French, Germans, and Jap-
anese have enjoyed for decades.

When the Acela trains are fully operational,
Amtrak plans to capture 50 percent of the air-
rail travel market in the Northeast Corridor,
replicating its experience in the southern end
of the Corridor between New York and Wash-
ington D.C. with its Metroliner service. Al-
ready, Amtrak is carrying a record number of
passengers—22.5 million in 2000—and, as
additional Acela trains come on line, Amtrak’s
ridership will increase further. Amtrak should
be proud of what it has achieved.

In the near future, the gentleman from New
York (Mr. HOUGHTON) and | will be introducing
a bill that will help develop high-speed rail
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passenger service throughout the United
States. The Secretary of Transportation has
designated about a dozen high-speed rail cor-
ridors around the Nation that will be eligble for
this funding. Amtrak currently serves these
corridors, and in most cases its operations will
provide the basis for building the high-speed
operations.

By preserving our Nation’s rail passenger
service network through difficult times, Amtrak
has set the stage for developing a national
network of high-speed trains that can play a
major role in relieving air and highway traffic
congestion. Not only then is Amtrak a vital link
to our Nation’s transportation history, it is in-
dispensable to our transportation future.

———
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Mr. LAFALCE. Mr. Speaker, | want to share
with my colleagues an outstanding article writ-
ten by Linda Banas, an English teacher, a
constituent, and a resident of Tonawanda,
New York, regarding President Bush’s edu-
cation proposal. This article, which appeared
in the April 24, 2001 edition of the Buffalo
News, is response to the President’s recent
statements on National Public Radio that our
children are trapped in schools that do not
teach and will not change. Linda Banas’s col-
umn appropriately points out that these accu-
sations are groundless. She emphasizes that
teachers across Western New York and
throughout the nation are making extra efforts
to ensure their students succeed both in and
outside the classroom. Her thoughtful ideas
and observations serve as a starting point
from which to begin a national conversation on
education, and | urge all of my colleagues to
take the time to read the following article.

My VIEW: BUSH’S INANE ACCUSATIONS WON’T
IMPROVE OUR SCHOOLS

I am a teacher. I teach in a nice suburban
high school. We have access to the Internet
in every classroom. Most of the students go
on to post-secondary education. The halls
are calm and the students are polite and
thoughtful.

Our district is not without problems, but
we can handle them because the community
has resources. I am truly thankful for the
opportunity I have to focus on what I was
trained to do—teach English. As I drive to
work, I listen to National Public Radio. Re-
cently, President Bush was talking about
education. He said, ‘... children are
trapped in schools that will not teach and
will not change.”

I tried to imagine the teachers and admin-
istrators the president says will not teach. I
suppose Bush pictures them sifting around
tables having morning coffee and planning
their day. A Kkindergarten teacher would
snicker as she says, ‘I know the whole al-
phabet, but I am not going to tell even one
letter to those kids in my room.” A second
grade teacher would agree, ‘I know how to
do long division, but I'm not going to teach
them how to even do the first step.”

Bush wants to be the education president.
Does he really think some educators go to

6675

school to not teach? I know of a high school
where the one set of books is chained to the
desks so the kids cannot take them home to
study. Why doesn’t the president know this?

I know a school librarian who spends part
of her paycheck on coats and shoes for chil-
dren who don’t have any, teaches gang mem-
bers to write poetry, runs baby showers for
young mothers who have nothing, and buys
food every week for kids who are hungry
after school. Why doesn’t the president know
this?

I know a teacher of eighth-grade English
who has no novels and is allowed one ream of
paper a month for her 160 students. I know
about the hundreds of dollars she spends in
the copy stores each year. I know a guidance
counselor who takes children into her home
to help them escape abuse and hunger. Why
doesn’t Bush know this?

If I were the education president, I would
look at these teachers and the thousands
like them who ‘‘will not teach.” I would look
at the neighborhoods around the schools. I
would see great poverty and need amidst the
plenty and prosperity. If I were the edu-
cation president, I would wonder why all
children do not have clean, warm, well
equipped schools.

If I were the education president, I would
ask Congress to provide each child with a
school as nice as the ones my daughters at-
tended. That would be a start. Then I would
ask how we could improve the neighborhoods
where these children live.

If T were the education president, I would
wonder what I could do to help poor parents
get training or better jobs. If I were the edu-
cation president, I would see that every
neighborhood had access to a clinic and that
all children had enough to eat. After I did all
these things, then I would be certain to hold
schools accountable for the children in their
charge.

A real education president will use his
power to make positive change in the lives of
our children. A real education president will
not settle for accusations and trite sayings.
If T could spend an hour with this education
president, I would beg him to spend some
time with teachers in the schools he says
“will not teach.” Then I would ask him to
rise above partisanship and make a real dif-
ference.

———
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Mrs. LOWEY. Mr. Speaker, | rise in opposi-
tion to this misguided bill.

Let me make something perfectly clear from
the outset: The loss or harm to a woman and
her fetus is absolutely devastating to the
woman and her family. Those who injure or Kill
a pregnant woman and her fetus should be
severely punished, and families should have
the legal tools to have their loss recognized.
We will offer a substitute that does that, and
| believe that the Lofgren substitute dem-
onstrates very clearly that there is a lot of
common ground on this issue if we would only
look for that instead of looking for ways to dis-
agree.

Having said that, let me explain why the ap-
proach this bill takes is just another thinly
veiled attack on a woman’s right to choose.
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