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Macedonian leaders need to make a sincere
commitment to dialogue with the Albanian
parties and to make the necessary constitu-
tional and legal changes to end discrimina-
tion. But also, as the International Crisis
Group stated in its April 2001 report, ‘‘The
Macedonian Question: Reform or Rebellion,”’
‘‘the Slavic majority must be ready to chal-
lenge the notion that Macedonian state iden-
tity is synonymous with the Slavic popu-
lation.” If it does this, Macedonia has a
chance to become a truly multiethnic, con-
sensual democracy that serves as a model for
the rest of the world in the 21st century.

What ethnic Albanians should consider and do

to end the crisis

The National Liberation Army has suc-
ceeded in focusing international attention on
the legitimate grievances that Albanians
have in Macedonia about anti-Albanian rac-
ism and institutionalized discrimination.
However, the timing and nature of the NLA’s
response has endangered human life and
compromised the Albanians national cause.
There is no support for armed rebellion in
Macedonia by the international community,
because the situation is not the same as it
was in Kosova, where Albanians were rou-
tinely imprisoned, tortured, and Kkilled
throughout ten years of occupation, culmi-
nating in Slobodan Milosevic’s campaign of
mass extermination and forced deportation
in 1998-1999. The NLA picked up the gun—
which should be the last resort after all non-
violent means have been exhausted—without
first engaging in the political process under-
way in Macedonia by Arben Xhaferi and
other Albanian leaders, who were close to
making significant changes in the legal, eco-
nomic, education, and political status of Al-
banians.

The NLA picked up the gun without first
articulating to the world the plight of Alba-
nians who live in Tanusha and other Macedo-
nian villages on the border of Kosova, with
the result that a new round of anti-Albanian
press has ensued to the detriment of Alba-
nians throughout the world. Instead of secur-
ing rights and freedom for the Albanians who
are disenfranchised in Macedonia, it has
helphed NATO justify its premature and ill-
considered released of the Serbian military
into the buffer zone. Picking up the gun at
the wrong time has also undermined the res-
olution of Kosova’s status and put the lives
of Albanians in Mitrovic and Presheva at
considerably greater risk.

At this critical juncture, when the pursuit
of war will lead only to a bloodier and more
devastating conflict on all sides, the Alba-
nian community must come to grips with
the fact that the National Liberation Army
was created not by the majority of Albanians
in Macedonia and in the rest of the Balkans,
but by members of LPK, a small revolu-
tionary Marxist party. Although some of
LPK’s leaders, including Ali Ahmeti (head of
the NLA), can be credited with helping to
form the Kosova Liberation Army in Swit-
zerland in the early 1990s, the KLA ulti-
mately emerged as a democratic force. It is
time to demand that LPK cease all military
activities and become accountable to the po-
litical process. In this connection, it is time
for the Albanian community also to ac-
knowledge that the current crisis in Mac-
edonia is as much the result of a power
struggle inside the Albanian community as
it is the result of years of discrimination and
repression by ethnic Macedonians. This in-
ternal struggle has been compounded by ef-
forts to exploit the current situation for po-
litical advantage, such as the recent vitriolic
attack against Arben Xhaferi, replete with
falsehoods, by Bardyl Mahmuti.

EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

While the DPA is not without its faults,
and should undergo careful self-examination
and change in this period, it is also the case
that DPA leader Arben Xhaferi and his col-
leagues should receive credit and support for
their numerous accomplishments in improv-
ing the present and future prospects for Al-
banians in Macedonia. Arben Xhaferi should
also receive praise for his superb perform-
ance as a statesman on behalf of the Alba-
nian people throughout this crisis. Mean-
while, politicians and parties who feel that
they have a better program to offer Alba-
nians in Macedonia should not spend their
time attacking other Albanians, but in vig-
orously offering their programs to the elec-
torate in preparation for the October 2002 na-
tional elections, while presenting a unified
voice with all Albanian factors when it
comes to the legal and institutional changes
that must be made in Macedonia. Every Al-
banian, but especially Albanian politicians,
intellectuals, and activists, should be work-
ing to make full equality for Albanians in
Macedonia a reality.

What the international community should con-
sider and do to end the crisis

While the steps taken by Macedonia’s coa-
lition government in the next few weeks will
be critical to the outcome of the crisis in
Macedonia, the steps taken by the inter-
national community will be equally decisive.
The international community should cease
sending ambiguous signals about its commit-
ment to a diplomatic solution to the crisis.
To date, much lip service has been given to
a peaceful, diplomatic solution, while the
major thrust has been swift condemnation of
the NLA’s actions and support for the Mac-
edonian military offensive. The West has
promised to uphold Macedonia as a demo-
cratic, multiethnic state, but it has endorsed
the actions of ethnic Macedonian leaders
without showing enough regard for the posi-
tion of the Democratic Party of Albanians in
Macedonia, which made the VMRO-DPME
coalition government possible in the first
place.

Identifying and implementing genuine po-
litical solutions to the problems in Mac-
edonia and other parts of Southeast Europe
is the only way to avoid more bloodshed and
to avert a fifth Balkan war. And as much as
the Bush administration would prefer to give
Europe the lion’s share of responsibility, it
has to come to grips with the fact that a ne-
gotiated settlement will not happen without
active involvement by the United States. Al-
banians, in particular, view the United
States as their only protector and as the
only country that can shift the countries of
the Former Yugoslavia from the previous
Communist model to Western, participatory
democracy.

The international community laments cor-
ruption in Macedonia and other countries in
Southeast Europe, and yet it has failed to
make good on its promises to help Mac-
edonia economically in return for the pivotal
role that Macedonia played during the war in
Kosova, when it gave refuge to hundreds of
thousands of Kosovar Albanians. This breach
of trust, which fuels the prevailing anti-
Western mood among ethnic Macedonians,
must be addressed.

Finally, there is no question that uncer-
tainty about the future status of Kosova has
fueled the current crisis in Macedonia. Na-
tional elections should be held in Kosova as
soon as possible and a process mapped out
for final status negotiations. Contrary to the
opinion of some European countries,
Kosova’s independence will contribute the
strengthening, not to the demise, of the Mac-
edonian state.
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CONGRATULATIONS TO HERITAGE
CHRISTIAN HIGH SCHOOL’S “WE
THE PEOPLE” TEAM

HON. GERALD D. KLECZKA

OF WISCONSIN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 2, 2001

Mr. KLECZKA. Mr. Speaker, today, | would
like to take the opportunity to recognize an ex-
ceptional group of students from Heritage
Christian High School, of West Allis, Wis-
consin: Jon Carpenter, Steve Cerny, Cassie
Daubner, Caitlin Flood, Brad Jacobi, Brian
Krueger, Beth MacKay, Anneka McCallum,
Lindsey Mueller, Steve Poelzer, Megan
Rudebeck, Jessie Sajdowitz, Libby Smith, and
Anni Vosswinkel.

After months of study and rigorous competi-
tion against other high school teams in Wis-
consin, the Heritage Christian group was
awarded the honor of representing the state at
the national competition of the “We the
People . . . the Citizen and the Constitution”
competition in Washington, D.C.

The “We the people . . . the Citizen and
the Constitution” program was developed spe-
cifically to educate young people about the
Constitution and the Bill of Rights, Winners
from the respective states travel to Wash-
ington to take part in a competition modeled
on United States Congress hearings. The
hearings consist of oral presentations before a
panel of judges, followed by a period of ques-
tioning by the simulated congressional com-
mittee, in which the students demonstrate their
understanding and constitutional knowledge.

These students are a credit to their high
school and to the state of Wisconsin. | would
also like to recognize the group’s teacher, Tim
Moore, who no doubt played a significant role
in the success of this class.

Mr. Speaker, | am proud to have the oppor-
tunity to commend these students and their
teacher on their hard work, enthusiasm, and
accomplishment in making it to the nationals |
wish them much success in their future stud-
ies, and congratulations on their achievement.

———

CONDEMNING THE PRACTICE OF
RACIAL PROFILING

HON. TIMOTHY V. JOHNSON

OF ILLINOIS—
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 2, 2001

Mr. JOHNSON. Mr. Speaker, | rise to com-
mend the thousands of police officers keeping
the streets of America safe, but to bring atten-
tion the un-American practice of racial
profiling.

The 4th and 14th Amendments are intended
to protect our citizens from our government by
requiring searches and seizures to be reason-
able. In the United States, a search or seizure
is unreasonable and, therefore, unconstitu-
tional if it is motivated by race, religion, or eth-
nicity. Congress must concern itself with those
who choose to ignore the basic rights of all
Americans—rights that exist regardless of the
color of your skin.

While serving my last term in the lllinois leg-
islature, | voted for a statewide study to deter-
mine the extent and the effects of racial
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