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$500,000 for police protection for the dem-
onstrators and for the pro-human rights groups
who rallied against the ANP on the Mall as
well as at another location to counter the
Nazis. The enormous expense had to be in-
curred because of the huge reaction to the an-
nouncement of the NAZI demonstration, even
though only a half-dozen actually showed up.
City police and agencies had to spend local
taxpayer dollars in any case.

From the Million Man March to the federal
Millennium event at the Lincoln Memorial,
similar events, large and small, of every vari-
ety occur with great frequency and cannot pro-
ceed without the work of our police force and
city agencies. The MPD is at the center, from
the extensive logistical preparations to the on-
duty time guarding and facilitating the event
itself.

The right to assemble is a precious constitu-
tional right. It is available to all and must be
protected for all. However, those who come
here seek the attention of the national govern-
ment, not the D.C. government, and the cost
should be borne, by American taxpayers, not
D.C. taxpayers.

Further, residents see our police every time
the President moves outside the White House
complex because all traffic stops while our po-
lice line the streets to assure the President’s
safe passage. The Congress itself frequently
uses our police department—from the annual
State of the Union address, when officials and
citizens converge on the Hill, to unusual
events, such as the funeral following the tragic
killing of the two Capitol Police officers almost
three years ago. Cabinet officials, the Presi-
dent, and Members of the House and Senate,
not to mention other federal officials and agen-
cies all use the MPD as if it were a hometown
police force they had bought and paid for. Ac-
tually they pay nothing. In countless ways on
a daily basis, federal officials and tourists alike
get excellent D.C. police protection free of
charge. The District cannot continue to plan
for ever larger numbers of demonstrations on
an ad hoc basis with insufficient funds. The
Congress needs to award the funds in ad-
vance to assure that the District budgets sulffi-
cient funds in advance to manage these
events safely and professionally.

The bill | introduce today places financial re-
sponsibility where it belongs. There are two
important grounds for this bill, one statutory
and the other historical precedent. The statu-
tory basis is the 1997 Revitalization Act,
where the District of Columbia traded the fed-
eral payment for a much larger federal as-
sumption of stat costs. However, the Congress
nevertheless preserved the right of the District
to receive a federal contribution. The Act pro-
vides: “The unique status of the District of Co-
lumbia as the seat of the government . . . im-
poses unusual costs and requirements which
are not imposed on other jurisdictions and
many of which are not reimbursed by the fed-
eral government.” The Revitalization Act (Sec-
tion 11601) therefore allows “for each subse-
quent fiscal year [after FY 1998], such amount
as may be necessary for such contribution.”

The second basis for a designated public
safety contribution is historical precedent. Sep-
arate from the annual federal payment, the
Congress has traditionally appropriated to the
District additional funds for public safety pur-
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poses. Amounts have ranged from five million
dollars to 30 million dollars, depending on the
need and public safety issues arising in the
particular year. Such funds have been appro-
priated for national events in other jurisdictions
as well. Two years ago, Congress included
five million dollars to help cover police costs
during the WTO meeting in Seattle. Here in
the District, there has always been a con-
sistent congressional understanding that police
work in the nation’s capital necessarily in-
volves the federal and national interest and
deserves special and unique support. Thus, |
am asking the Congress to return to its origi-
nal understanding of its responsibility for a
share of public safety in this city, specifically
for police protection for national and federal
events by reimbursing the city for the cost of
police protection. The bill requires the District’s
Chief Financial Officer to submit receipts for
the cost of such protection to the D.C. Appro-
priations Subcommittee at the end of each fis-
cal year.

| want to emphasize that | do not introduce
this bill simply to get extra money from the
federal government, as desirable as that
would be. | introduce this bill because these
cost are beyond the control of the District and
therefore create mounting pressures on the
city’s budget. It will be years before the District
has a tax base of residents and businesses
adequate to support the city through good,
moderate, and bad economic times. The D.C.
Public Safety Reimbursement Act builds on
cost justification the Congress itself has long
accepted. The annual amounts would be small
and would not be a gift from the federal gov-
ernment. They would be payment for services
rendered to the President, Congress and the
federal government by the Metropolitan Police
Department and the agencies of the D.C. gov-
ernment.

The matter has now become urgent. The
District must be able to plan its budget as the
Congress expects. This planning cannot be
done if the Congress itself does not include an
annual mechanism for reimbursement to the
city for services rendered to protect the federal
presence.

—————
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Mrs. MCCARTHY OF NEW YORK. Mr.
Speaker, National Nurses Week is an estab-
lished recognition event created to honor the
nurses who give care to millions of patients
daily. It is celebrated every year beginning
May 6 and ending May 12, Florence Nightin-
gale’s birthday. The theme for Nurses Week
2001 is “Nurses are the True Spirit of Caring,”
which is incredibly appropriate given the role
nurses play in the medical community.

As a nurse, | am lucky to be part of such a
caring group of professionals. | think that
many people used to look at nursing as if it
was a “runner-up” profession. As if those who
became nurses were the ones who couldn’t
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“cut it” as doctors. Today we know that is not
the case. Nursing care is just as important as
physician care, and | feel like the American
public finally recognizes is as such.

Yet nurses have another battle on their
hands: the fight to become a financially com-
petitive profession. A prominent national issue
is the growing nursing shortage. There are
various new career options for healthcare pro-
fessionals today, prompting nurses to gradu-
ally move away from patient care and into
fields with better pay, benefits and hours, and
often less stress.

It is vital for the health of this nation that
nursing field continue attracting experienced
and educated candidates. In this day and age,
positive recognition needs to be coupled with
competitive salaries and benefits. That is why
| have cosponsored H.R. 1436, the Nurse Re-
investment Act of 2001. This legislation
amends the Public Health Service Act, the So-
cial Security Act, and the Internal Revenue
Code of 1986 to alleviate the nursing profes-
sion shortage.

Being a nurse takes heart. | think the last
line of the Florence Nightingale pledge says it
best: “With loyalty will | . . . devote myself to
the welfare of those committed to my care.”
It's a tough job, day in and day out, one that
requires attention to others before attention to
oneself. Whether you work in a hospital emer-
gency room, a free inner-city clinic, or a small-
town doctor’s office, there is always one com-
mon bond: the commitment to provide the best
possible care for your patients. Nurses are
there to help the sick get better and to make
sure the healthy stay that way.

Every month, | honor someone as Citizen of
the Month for the Fourth Congressional Dis-
trict. This month, May 2001, | name all the
nurses in Nassau County as Citizens of the
Month. Representing Nassau nurses is Fran
Heslin of Nassau University Medical Center.

Fran has been a valued member of the sur-
gical intensive care unit since her graduation
from Nassau Community College in 1985 with
a degree in Nursing. She is an excellent ex-
ample of the competency, care and respect
exuded by nurses. Fran is married to William
Helsin, and they have three children, Tara,
Ryan and Erin. | congratulate Fran and her
family, and all of Nassau’s nurses on being
named Citizens of the Month.

———
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Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to introduce legislation to make minor
adjustments to the boundary of the National
Park of American Samoa.

The U.S. territory of American Samoa is lo-
cated approximately 2,400 miles southwest of
Hawaii, and the National Park of American
Samoa is located on three separate islands:
Tutuila, Ofu and Ta’u. The Islands of Ofu and
Olosega, portions of which would be added to
the park under this legislation, are small is-
lands which lie adjacent to each other, and
are connected by a short bridge.
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