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of the State of California, for coming
today to lend the support of why we did
not vote on this budget and why this
budget is not good for American people
who have been left short of the Amer-
ican Dream.

I now have another outstanding lead-
er of this House who has demonstrated
over and over and over again her lead-
ership on a myriad of issues, but criti-
cally on the environment and edu-
cation. I am pleased to yield to the
gentlewoman from Illinois (Ms.
SCHAKOWSKY) to speak about the im-
pact of this budget on her constituents
and on some of our American people.

Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. I thank the gen-
tlewoman from California for yielding
to me and for her leadership in gath-
ering us today to talk about the budget
that just passed the House of Rep-
resentatives. And I am sorry to say it
passed without my vote, because I
would have liked to have voted for a
budget that would have done what is
right for the American people. That
was not this budget.

We are at a remarkable point in our
history right now. For the first time in
memory, really, we have a surplus of
money in the budget. We have an op-
portunity as Americans now, as a fam-
ily might do, to say, okay, now we
have some extra money available, why
do we not look around and see if it is
not time to fix the roof, to send our
kids to a really good university, to pro-
vide ourselves with the health care
that we need, to clean up our commu-
nity, to make things better, to pay
down our debts. How about that? We
could pay off our debts, if as a family
we had extra money.

But instead of doing that, we are
about to squander the money that we
have by giving most of it to the
wealthiest of Americans, at the ex-
pense of what? Well, as a mother and as
a grandmother, I am very concerned
about education. As a Congresswoman,
I have been going around my district,
and not just to poor communities but
to my suburban communities, and
what do I find? I find schools that are
overcrowded, where kids are bundled
up in a couple of classes in one room,
where ceiling paint is falling down,
where there is not enough computers
to teach the new technologies. We can-
not even plug in computers in some
schools because the wiring is faulty.

We have the money now to do school
construction, to provide after-school
programs, and early childhood -edu-
cation. Things that would benefit all of
our children are within our reach right
now because we have a surplus of dol-
lars. What instead are we doing? We
look at the education budget that came
out of this House today, and it does not
even include what the President of the
United States asked for in increasing
the budget. It barely increases edu-
cation funding by the rate of inflation,
one of the poorest increases in edu-
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cation funding that we have ever seen,
or at least in recent years. And yet this
President says he is an education
President. We are doing so little for
what needs so much right now. And
knowing what we could do, it just
makes me want to weep.

I live in Chicago; I represent a dis-
trict in Chicago where there is a crisis
in affordable housing. We are short
about 155,000 affordable housing units
in the Chicago area. This budget that
came out of this House today cuts $2
billion from housing and urban devel-
opment, money that could go to pro-
vide housing. Not more housing. As a
consequence, we could get less housing.
We are meeting less of the need than
we should have.

If we look at the programs that have
formed the basis of our security net in
this country, Social Security and Medi-
care, programs that have worked to lift
seniors out of poverty, have provided
health care for our elders, people with
disabilities, widows and orphans,
things that all Americans can be proud
of, all Americans rely on, this threat-
ens the integrity of the Social Security
Trust Fund. It threatens Medicare. It
raids the Medicare Trust Fund to pay
for an inadequate prescription drug
benefit.

So senior citizens who thought, my
goodness, both candidates for Presi-
dent, including George Bush, cam-
paigned he wanted a prescription drug
benefit under Medicare. But do not
look in this budget that just came out
of the House. I am afraid to say it is
not there. There is a measly program
that will go to seniors, some of whom
earn $11,500 or less. But we know even
middle-income seniors are going broke
because they cannot buy their prescrip-
tion drugs. Where is the prescription
drug benefit under Medicare? It is not
there.

This is the first budget in a long time
that does not give more funding for the
Ryan White Care Act for the AIDS pan-
demic that continues to rage in the
United States, even as AIDS cases, par-
ticularly among women, particularly
among women of color, continues to
accelerate. There is no money for that.

Child abuse prevention is cut. Child
care is cut. Graduate medical edu-
cation training for doctors to work in
children’s hospitals is cut. Veterans
benefits are inadequate. Medicaid is
being cut. We are supposed to be trying
to pay down our debt, which would help
us bolster the Social Security Trust
Fund.

All of this is being crowded out by a
tax cut almost half of which is going to
go to the wealthiest Americans. Does it
make any sense that we help the mil-
lion millionaires at the expense of 39
million senior citizens and persons
with disabilities who want a prescrip-
tion drug benefit or want to know that
their Medicare is safe? And it is all
based on projections of a surplus for
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the next 10 years that is using a flawed
crystal ball.

What makes us think that our pro-
jections are going to work when they
never have in the past? We have always
been way off; yet we are going to com-
mit this money. No family would do
that. We are going to commit this
money now and hope that it will be
there. This budget is fuzzy math, big
time; and it jeopardizes all of the pro-
grams that have helped Americans to
improve their quality of life.

I thank the gentlewoman for letting
me say that.

Ms. MILLENDER-MCDONALD. Mr.
Speaker, I thank the gentlewoman so
much. I really do thank her, and I ap-
preciate her leadership on the issues.

Mr. Speaker, as we close, we want to
remind all of us that the number one
priority for this country must be our
children, the future of tomorrow. And
if education is going to be anything, it
should be to not leave any child be-
hind. Hopefully, the conferees will look
at that; and we will have a budget com-
ing out of the Senate side, I should say,
that will help us in bridging the ones
who are underrepresented along with
those who are represented in terms of
the American Dream.

———
RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
BROWN of South Carolina). Pursuant to
clause 12 of rule I, the Chair declares
the House in recess subject to the call
of the Chair.

Accordingly (at 5 o’clock and 28 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess
subject to the call of the Chair.

————
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AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. DREIER) at 6 o’clock and
25 minutes p.m.

——

REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF
H.R. 1646, FOREIGN RELATIONS
AUTHORIZATION ACT, FISCAL
YEARS 2002 AND 2003

Mr. DIAZ-BALART, from the Com-
mittee on Rules, submitted a privi-
leged report (Rept. No. 107-62) on the
resolution (H. Res. 138) providing for
consideration of the bill (H.R. 1646) to
authorize appropriations for the De-
partment of State for fiscal years 2002
and 2003, and for other purposes, which
was referred to the House Calendar and
ordered to be printed.

—————

LEAVE OF ABSENCE

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to:

Mr. INSLEE (at the request of Mr.
GEPHARDT) for May 8 on account of
flight delays.
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