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HONORING DR. KENNETH L.
MATTOX

HON. KEN BENTSEN

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 10, 2001

Mr. BENTSEN. Mr. Speaker, | rise to honor
my constituent, Dr. Kenneth L. Mattox, on the
occasion of his receiving the 2001 Distin-
guished Houston Surgeon Award by the Hous-
ton Surgical Society on May 15, 2001, in
Houston, Texas. | believe this is an honor that
is well deserved, and | want to congratulate
Dr. Mattox for this accomplishment.

Dr. Mattox is an internationally recognized
cardiovascular, thoracic, and trauma surgeon
who has saved many lives in the Houston
area. | believe he has contributed much to our
community through his career of direct patient
care, teaching and research.

Dr. Mattox was born in Ozark, Arkansas and
attended high school in Clovis, New Mexico.
He graduated with a B.S. degree from
Wayland College in Plainview, Texas and a
M.D. degree from Baylor College of Medicine
in Houston, Texas. Dr. Mattox currently serves
as Vice Chairman of the Department of Sur-
gery and Professor of Surgery at Baylor Col-
lege of Medicine. In addition, he has served
as the Chief of Surgery and Chief of Staff of
Ben Taub General Hospital since 1990. During
his tenure at Ben Taub, he has made signifi-
cant contributions in trauma resuscitation,
trauma systems, thoracic trauma, complex ab-
dominal trauma, and multi-system trauma. The
“Mattox Maneuver” for abdominal aortic injury
is used internationally. His recent research in
preoperative fluid restriction for penetrating
trauma is shaking the foundation of surgical
doctrine in this area.

Dr. Mattox is a dedicated teacher and has
contributed to the education of thousands of
physicians. In total, Dr. Mattox has published
more than 500 articles on research that he
has conducted and has expanded the medical
knowledge of our nation. In addition, Dr.
Mattox is well known for serving his commu-
nity in leadership positions both locally and
internationally. In the past, he has served as
president of nine organizations and received
numerous awards for his dedicated service to
the surrounding community.

Dr. Mattox has also served our country in
numerous ways. He was a Flight Surgeon
Captain in the United States Medical Corps
from 1965 through 1967. In 1967, he received
the Legion of Merit, United States Army Presi-
dential Citation for his dedicated service to the
nation. He also served as Aeromedical Con-
sultant to the Department of the Army from
1967 through 1970. He currently supervises
trauma training of Armed Forces personnel at
Ben Taub Hospital in Houston as Clinical Pro-
fessor of Surgery and Adjunct Professor of
Military/Emergency Medicine of the Uniformed
Services University for the Health Sciences.

Again, | want to congratulate Dr. Mattox for
receiving this Award. | wish to extend my con-
gratulations to him and his family upon this im-
portant acknowledgment of his service to the
Houston area.

EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

THE MELISSA FROELICH MED-
ICAID CONGENITAL HEART DE-
FECT WAIVER ACT

HON. CONSTANCE A. MORELLA

OF MARYLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 10, 2001

Mrs. MORELLA. Mr. Speaker, | come before
you to introduce the Melissa Froelich Medicaid
Congenital Heart Defect Waiver Act. This leg-
islation would permit a State waiver authority
to provide medical assistance in cases of con-
genital heart defects.

My interest in sponsoring this legislation
stems from contact with a special constituent,
Melissa Froelich. Melissa is a five-year old
who has undergone numerous painful proce-
dures and operations because she was born
with multiple congenital heart defects. The
medical expenses for Melissa’s family during
the first 18 months of her life totaled more
than one million dollars. More than $270 thou-
sand of those dollars were not covered by the
family’s two health insurance policies. The
family discovered that carrying two health in-
surance policies was of little help due to a Co-
ordination of Benefits provision, which pre-
vents a family from taking advantage of the
benefits of both combined health plans, Even
though the family has been paying for two
separate health plans they can only receive
the best benefit from each policy. This bill
would help middle-class families with children
like Melissa whose only current options are
unacceptable.

More than 32,000 American babies are born
each year with cardiovascular defects, which
translates to 1 out of every 115 to 150 births.
To put these numbers into perspective, 1 in
every 800 to 1,000 babies is born with Downs
Syndrome. Congenital heart defects make up
42 percent of all birth defects, making Con-
genital Heart Disease the most common of all
birth defects. The American Heart Association
estimates that there are approximately 1 mil-
lion people living with heart defects in the
United States today.

Prior to 1960, most children with heart de-
fects died within the first year of life. In the
subsequent decades of the 1960’s, 70’s and
80’s, research produced by skilled surgeons
and cardiologists led to a variety of different
treatments and interventions which allow the
vast majority of infants with heart defects to
survive. However, these medical procedures
place an enormous burden on the families of
children born with congenital heart defects. In
addition, many of these children who survive
infancy still face a life of dependency on medi-
cations, medical procedures, and open-heart
surgeries.

For this reason, | urge my colleagues to
support this bill and help reduce these fami-
lies’ burden and allow them to focus their re-
sources on providing the best possible care
for their child.
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COMMEMORATING ISRAEL’S ME-
MORIAL DAY AND 53RD INDE-
PENDENCE DAY

HON. RUSH D. HOLT

OF NEW JERSEY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 10, 2001

Mr. HOLT. Mr. Speaker, these are troubling
and arduous times for Israel. Over the past
seven months, the continuous clashes in the
West Bank and Gaza Strip have claimed the
lives of more than 70 Israeli citizens. Car
bombings, mob attacks and widespread ter-
rorism in residential areas have caused an
outbreak of panic and worry among the resi-
dents of Israel. Men and women fear that an
ordinarily simple trip to their local shopping
center will result in tragedy. Children no longer
feel safe to ride their school buses, for they
fear that they will be the next targets of this
senseless bloodshed. Sadly, terrorism and
fear are everywhere, and the violence con-
tinues to escalate.

Two weeks ago, Israelis commemorated the
53rd anniversary of their independence and
mourned the lives lost as they marked their
Memorial Day. Grieving countrymen gathered
together to remember the thousands of men
and women who sacrificed their lives in the
fight for Israel’s existence. Those commemo-
rating these events were reminded that de-
spite their independence, Israel must continue
in their struggle for recognition and liberty.

Before and since being elected to Congress,
| have supported a strong Israel. America has
had for a long time, and should continue to
have for a long time, a unique relationship
with Israel—the only democratic nation in the
region, our most important strategic ally in this
volatile area, and a nation whose founding
and existence clearly makes the world a better
place. | believe that the United States must
continue to voice its support for Israel and for
the peace process that the Israelis have cou-
rageously undertaken. As | have stated many
times before, the United States must be pre-
pared to provide the diplomatic, military, and
economic support that Israel needs.

The United States plays an essential role as
a broker of peace in the region. However, we
must not let that role keep us from speaking
the truth. | am saddened to see that optimism
for quick and lasting peace in the Middle East
has been thwarted by the Palestinians’ contin-
ued violence. | believe it is time for our gov-
ernment to acknowledge that the Palestinians
are contradicting the promise Chairman Arafat
made in January—a promise to continue work-
ing for peace. It is time for our government to
exert pressure on the Palestinians to persuade
them to put an end to the uprising and to pre-
vent terrorist attacks on Israel. If the Pales-
tinian leaders act as the Palestine Liberation
Organization of old, seeking conflict rather
than peace with Israel, then we must be clear
in our disapproval and resolute in our efforts
to once again promote peace negotiations.

Most importantly, the Palestinians must end
the violence against the Israelis, and Israel
must respond, as | am confident it would, with
corresponding steps to reduce the level of vio-
lence on its side. That is the only way to get
back to the peace table. Only peace discus-
sions can achieve the lasting, just peace that
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