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services, day or respite care, counseling on fi-
nancial assistance and insurance, and other
support services.

| think it is appropriate during National
Women’s Health Week, that Congress fully
fund research and treatment programs such
as this.

———

TRIBUTE TO THE LATE
FRANCISCA GARMON

HON. JOE BACA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 16, 2001

Mr. BACA. Mr. Speaker, it is with great sad-
ness that | rise in memory of Francisca
Garmon, of my district, who passed away on
Mother’'s Day, May 13, 2001.

Francisca served as vice president of the
local union, United Steelworkers of America
Local 7600, which represents approximately
4,000 Kaiser Permanente Medical Center Em-
ployees in San Bernardino and Riverside
counties. A woman of great faith, Francisca
was known for her resilience and tenacity. A
gifted communicator, she was asked by the
union to serve as a spokeswoman because of
her speaking abilities. A talented singer, she
made a recording last year at the request of
the Steelworkers International.

Francisca is survived by her husband,
James Garmon, a physician’s assistant at Kai-
ser Permanente’s San Bernardino Clinic. She
is also survived by her mother Virginia; Chil-
dren Johnny, Troy and Anna (Sey), who is a
customer service representative at Kaiser's
Corona Call Center; grandchildren Dana,
Kaleb and Jacob; brother, Richard; sisters
Evelyn, Jeannie and Rosie; and many other
relatives.

Francisca had worked for Kaiser
Permanente for 18 years. Prior to becoming a
grievance officer she served as an assistant
grievance officer. In the year 2000, Fran be-
came vice president of USWA Local 7600.
She served as co-chair of the Legislative and
Education Committee, was active in the Labor
Management Partnership and was a political
activist for State and Federal labor laws.

Francisca’s presence, along with her efforts
and hard work, will be missed tremendously
by all her Brothers and Sisters of Local 7600,
and indeed, all in our community, but our com-
forting memories of her will live on.

Francisca also served her country in the
armed forces, in the Air Force from April 4,
1970, through September 11, 1970, being
honorably discharged due to pregnancy; and
also in the Army for two years, being honor-
ably discharged on April 17, 1979.

Francisca made a lasting difference in her
community. Our hearts go out to her family
and loved ones. With God’s grace we know
she will have peace.

EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

THE COST OF HIGH ENERGY
PRICES ON OUR NATION’S AGRI-
CULTURE PRODUCERS

HON. JERRY MORAN

OF KANSAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 16, 2001

Mr. MORAN of Kansas. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to call attention to the energy crisis that
is draining the farm economy. My district, like
many rural areas across the country, has suf-
fered greatly as a result of high energy prices.
Agricultural producers in particular have been
hit hard as higher diesel and natural gas
prices increase fuel, irrigation energy, and fer-
tilizer costs.

Our reliance on foreign oil and dependency
on imported fuel has created a crisis for our
nation’s farmers. Kansas producers’ net in-
come fell 7.7 percent in 2000, down 11 per-
cent from the five-year average, largely be-
cause of the summer drought and dramatic in-
creases in the price of energy. On a nation-
wide average, energy costs alone caused a 6
percent decrease in farm income.

According to the Kansas Farm Management
Association, average cash operating expenses
on Kansas farms increased 6.2 percent last
year, and the increase was largely related to
energy prices. Combined gas, fuel and oil ex-
penses rose $2,551 per farm, a 33 percent in-
crease. Prices for nitrogen fertilizers, a natural
gas derivative, were the primary determinant
in driving fertilizer costs up more than 10%
above the 1999 average. lIrrigation energy
costs for a typical irrigated corn farm in west-
ern Kansas were $34,026, approximately one-
fourth of the gross revenue generated. This
figure represents an increase of almost $18
per acre just to run the irrigation system.

With commodity markets remaining at
record lows and the tremendous increase in
energy prices, last year it cost farmers more to
produce grain than they were paid for it. With-
out emergency assistance, producers would
have lost money.

Unfortunately, projections for the 2001 crop
year are not optimistic. Given the current sta-
tus of energy supply and demand, the Depart-
ment of Agriculture predicts that producers will
face a 15 percent decrease in net cash in-
come due to energy and fertilizer costs.
Losses will be still greater for irrigators.

In addition to the negative impact on crop
producers, the livestock segment of the agri-
culture industry has also been affected by fuel
costs. According to the National Cattleman’s
Beef Association Cattle-Fax, high energy
prices have cost the fed cattle market $4 per
hundred weight in decreased demand. The cri-
ses spreads across commodities and across
all regions of the country, from rice producers
in California, to Kansas wheat farmers, to New
England dairies.

Since | arrived in Congress, | have asked
both the Administration and my colleagues to
develop a national energy policy. | look for-
ward to reviewing the findings of the Domestic
Energy Policy Task Force headed by Vice
President CHENEY when their report is re-
leased tomorrow. As we finally begin to look
at legislation regarding national energy policy,
it is important to keep in mind both the short
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and long term challenges that exist in the agri-
cultural sector.

TRIBUTE TO THE LATE TIMOTHY
SECHRIST

HON. JOE BACA

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 16, 2001

Mr. BACA. Mr. Speaker, it is with great sad-
ness that | note the passing of Timothy
Sechrist, formerly my Press Secretary and
Senior Legislative Aide, who died of a heart
attack in Los Angeles this past weekend (May
13, 2001).

In addition to working on my staff, Tim also
worked for Congressman Doug Applegate (OH
1984-94); and the Honorable Ron Delugo
(PR). He also served on the staffs of the Hon-
orable BART STUPAK and the Honorable
MARCY KAPTUR and did some committee work.

Tim was from the old school, a different era,
when the institution of Congress was perhaps
a little bit smaller, a little bit more collegial, a
little more productive. | think he sought to cap-
ture that quality in all that he did.

As a new Member, who was still learning
how to get around the Capitol, | found Tim’s
guidance indispensable. He knew everything
from how to advance briefings with the Presi-
dent at the White House and legislative meet-
ings, to how to further a complicated par-
liamentary maneuver on the floor. Tim was a
walking reference of the rules and procedures
of the House, a mentor to staff, a tutor to
Members.

As a long-time staff member on the Hill, Tim
lived and breathed this institution. To walk
around the Capitol with Tim was to be steeped
in the history and lore of the place. One could
not help but feel a sense of reverence, and
even a little intimidation at the shoes one must
fill coming to this great institution. He could
make history come alive by describing the ori-
gin of a bullet hole in the Senate Chambers,
and the story behind the portraits on the walls.

A gifted raconteur, Tim entertained us with
legends about larger-than-life Members who
have graced the Chambers and walked the
Capitol grounds. Listening to Tim, one got the
sense that this is the people’s House, and it
belongs to each of us who live in this wonder-
ful country. We are temporary stewards with a
mission that is almost sacred—the preserva-
tion of our democratic institutions.

Tim was a wonderful writer, turning out copy
that was to the point and incisive. As a staff
member handling appropriations and selected
legislation, he was indefatigable, demanding
nothing less than working to his highest poten-
tial, and seeking to bring the institution and his
colleagues to increasingly greater heights of
achievement.

Tim brought a confident and professional
bearing to his work. And yet, lurking in all that
seriousness was a man with a great sense of
humor, who was not above playing a practical
joke or laughing with his friends and col-
leagues at a particularly amusing story. It was
wonderful to all of us to see that side of him,
to counterbalance his seriousness and sense
of purpose. It is from those happy times that
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