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than 50 years to making our community a bet-
ter place. On June 3, 2001, Father Amos 
Wischmeyer, of St. Mary’s Catholic Church, 
will celebrate his Golden Jubilee. 

Father Wischmeyer was ordained in 1951 
and began his career at Holy Trinity in 
Fowlerville and then St. Phillips in Battle 
Creek. He later went on to serve at St. Jo-
seph’s in Gaines and St. Mary’s of the Lake 
in New Buffalo. In 1967, he followed the 
Lord’s calling to serve as the Pastor for St. 
Mary’s Catholic Church in Swartz Creek, 
where he has served for the past 34 years. 

One of the high points of Father 
Wischmeyer’s priestly life was when he was 
able to meet Pope John Paul II in January of 
2001. He was the great privilege and oppor-
tunity of having a private audience with Pope 
John Paul II at the Vatican. It was a truly 
memorable experience for Father 
Wischmeyer. 

Since his assignment to St. Mary’s in 1967, 
pastor Wischmeyer has been an effective ad-
vocate for the disadvantaged. He continually 
extends his arms to help anyone in need. 
Throughout his service at St. Mary’s, Father 
Wischmeyer has also managed to keep the 
Parish School open and fully operational, en-
riching children’s lives with faith and allowing 
them to open their hearts to God. 

For the past 50 years, Pastor Wischmeyer 
has worked tirelessly to spread the Word of 
the Lord. He has made this his goal and dedi-
cated his life to working not only within the 
parish, but also throughout the community to 
achieve this goal. Continually putting the 
needs of others above his own, Father 
Wischmeyer is an exemplary and loyal servant 
of God. 

Mr. Speaker, I am very proud to acknowl-
edge the fine work of Father Amos 
Wischmeyer. His dedication to proving food, 
clothing, shelter and education to anyone at 
anytime, without hesitation, serves as a fine 
example to us all. Our community would not 
be the same without the presence and influ-
ence of Father Wischmeyer. I know our com-
munity is a better place to live because of his 
spiritual mission. I am pleased to ask my col-
leagues in the 107th Congress to join in con-
gratulating his 50 years of pastoral service. 
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Mr. FRANK. Mr. Speaker, one of the most 
significant events in World War II other than 
those which took place on the battlefield was 
the cracking of the Germans’ Enigma code. 
This great contribution to our victory in the war 
against Hitler was recently highlighted be-
cause of the theft of one of the Enigma ma-
chines last year in England. This led to some 
discussion in the newspapers about this event, 
and there are extremely well informed people 
who believe that the newspaper discussions of 
the event were inaccurate, particularly in not 
giving sufficient credit to the work of brilliant 
analysts from the University of Poznan in Po-

land in cracking this code. According to Ed-
ward Piwowarczyk of New Bedford, an author-
ity on this matter, and the Program Director of 
the Polish Happy Time on WNBH radio, ‘‘by 
1937, the Poles deciphered nearly three-quar-
ters of all intercepted German military commu-
nications,’’ and ‘‘in July 1939, the Poles of-
fered their accomplishments to the potential 
allies.’’ 

Because it is important for us to get history 
right, and because the brilliant achievements 
of the Polish analysts who did this work de-
serve recognition now that this matter has 
once again come to the fore, I submit Edward 
Piwowarczyk’s brief discussion of this history 
to be printed here. 

[From the New Bedford (MA) Standard- 
Times, Oct. 13, 2000] 

ENIGMA CODE BROKEN MAINLY BY THE POLES 
(By Edward L. Piwowarczyk) 

One can say that Poland’s most significant 
contribution to the Allies winning World 
War II was cracking the masterful German 
war code Enigma. According to an Associ-
ated Press story in the Oct. 11 Standard- 
Times, ‘‘Historians say the codebreakers’ 
work shortened the war by as much as two 
years.’’ The British contribution was only to 
improve the Polish analytic machine called 
Bombe, which would process intercepted 
Engima-based communications and enable 
decipherment of them. 

Here’s the story. In the late 1920’s, Polish 
radio monitoring stations of German mes-
sages started to receive a new type of ma-
chine code. The BS–4 section, department of 
German codes at the Main Staff in Warsaw, 
were helpless. So, the University of Poznan 
was chosen as an organizer of a cryptological 
course for military purposes. 

Through a combination of hard work and 
brilliance, three members of this class, 
namely, Marian Rejewski, Jerzy Rozycki and 
Henry Zygalski, solved the puzzle. The 
cryptological success was also a scientific 
success of the Poles. A command of higher 
mathematics useful for investigation on code 
systems, especially the so-called permuta-
tion and cycle theory, was a prerequisite to 
master the Enigma Cipher Machine. 

By 1937, the Poles deciphered nearly three- 
quarters of all intercepted German military 
communications, a tremendous aid to Allied 
forces. Major Maksymilian Ciezki, head of 
the German Department of the Polish Signal 
Intelligence, along with the group of Polish 
mathematicians mentioned, were responsible 
for decoding Hitler’s enigma: the code name 
for their operation Wicher (Gale). 

In July 1939, the Poles offered their accom-
plishments to the potential allies. Delega-
tions from the French staff, Lt. Col. Gustave 
Bertrand and Capt. Henri Bracquentie, and 
the British staff, Commander Dillwyn Knox 
and Commander Alistair Denniston, arrived 
at the secret BS–4 Center situated in the 
Kabacki Forest outside of Warsaw. The Pol-
ish specialists acquainted them with the 
method of breaking the Nazi codes. Each del-
egation was presented with one Polish-made 
Enigma coding machine called Bombe. 

Just this further note: Recently in Poland, 
the Polish government honored Marian 
Rejewski, Jerzy Rozycki and Henry 
Zygalski, posthumously, for their out-
standing achievements. 

The eminent English historian Ronald 
Lewin, in his book ‘‘Ultra Goes to War,’’ de-
tails the indispensable Polish contribution 
to World War II. The dedication at the begin-
ning of Lewin’s book reads: ‘‘To the Poles 

who sowed the seed and to those who reaped 
the harvest.’’ 
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Mr. SHAW. Mr. Speaker, on rollcall No. 121, 
passage of H.R. 1646, the Foreign Relations 
Authorization Act, I was unavoidably detained. 
Had I been present, I would have voted ‘‘yea.’’ 
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Mrs. CAPITO. Mr. Speaker, I would like to 
raise attention to the energy problem and how 
it is affecting people in the Second Congres-
sional District of West Virginia. The recent en-
ergy crisis in California has become front-page 
news in papers throughout the country and 
rightfully so. Other regions are suffering too, 
though, and unless action is taken soon, the 
problems of Californians will become the prob-
lems of everyone. Evelyn P. Jones of 
Montrose, Randolph County, West Virginia, is 
a citizen in my district whose plight is particu-
larly distressing. Her caring son, James A. 
Jones, who is the workers’ compensation pro-
gram manager for the Library of Congress, 
brought Evelyn’s situation to my attention. I 
want to tell her story because I think that it is 
representative of others in my district and 
state as well as throughout the country. 

Evelyn Jones is a retiree living on a fixed in-
come of $500 a month. She lives on the family 
farm and takes care of her 90-year-old sister. 
The rising cost of home heating oil has placed 
Mrs. Jones in a terrible financial quandary. 
Her heating oil bills from last September 12 
through March 3 totaled $1725.55. Fortunately 
for Evelyn, she has a close-knit family, many 
of whom live in nearby Elkins and help her 
buy food, medicine, and other necessities. 

Were it not for Evelyn’s family, she would 
likely have to make the difficult decision of 
choosing between adequate heating, food, or 
medicine. I have little doubt that many citizens 
of a similar disposition do, in fact, have to 
make such decisions. Congress has provided 
some relief in the form of the Low Income 
Home Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP). 
However, many citizens in need are either not 
eligible for this program or do not like the idea 
of government help. Clearly, a more com-
prehensive policy approach is needed to pro-
vide both short-term relief and long-term solu-
tions to high prices and energy shortages. 

The Washington Post reports that gas 
prices have risen to a nationwide average of 
$1.68 per gallon of regular unleaded. The En-
ergy Department has estimated that the cost 
this summer will range from $1.50 to $1.75, a 
five percent increase from last year. In some 
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