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Senate and work with Democratic Members of 
Congress in constructing a balanced and fair 
tax package that benefits America’s working 
families. 

I support tax relief. I support lowering the 
tax burden on married couples by eliminating 
the marriage penalty and I favor the imme-
diate doubling of the Child Tax Credit from 
$500 to $1,000 per child. We should extend 
tax relief for working families who pay more 
payroll tax than income tax and make the 
Child Tax Credit refundable. Unfortunately, to-
day’s vote only offers a solution to part of the 
problem of high taxes. The House Republican 
Leadership has chosen to resurrect a tax bill 
that provides nearly half of the benefits to the 
richest one-percent of Americans. I agree that 
we need to lower the burden of income taxes 
on many families, but I fail to understand why, 
when presented with the opportunity to ad-
dress other important tax items, the Repub-
lican Leadership fails to work with Members of 
the other party. The Senate has chosen the 
path of compromise and embraced the spirit of 
bipartisanship in crafting a budget that makes 
room for a tax cut and also meets our obliga-
tions. I am disappointed that the House Lead-
ership insists on jamming through an irrespon-
sible tax cut that fails to offer relief for millions 
of married couples or small businessman. We 
can do better and it is my desire for Congress 
to ultimately pass a balanced and comprehen-
sive tax relief package. 

Today’s vote is not the final word on pro-
viding long-term tax relief to American fami-
lies. Congress will have an opportunity to con-
sider a package of tax cuts that is fair and that 
includes relief for millions of other Americans. 
I sincerely hope that the House Republican 
Leadership will choose to work with their Sen-
ate colleagues in a constructive fashion to in-
corporate additional balanced tax proposals 
that encourage savings, help married couples, 
and allow family businesses to plan for the fu-
ture. 
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SALUTING FORMER DeKALB COUN-
TY COMMISSIONER WILLIAM C. 
BROWN 

HON. CYNTHIA A. McKINNEY 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, May 21, 2001 

Ms. MCKINNEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
salute former DeKalb County Commissioner, 
Dr. William C. ‘‘Bill’’ Brown, a man whose 
heart is huge, counsel is wise, and guidance 
is never misleading. His demeanor commands 
the respect of all who are in his presence, and 
his spirit radiates truth, honesty, and an undy-
ing love for all people. I want to thank him 
from the bottom of my heart for his constant 
support of my efforts to serve the residents of 
the Fourth Congressional District and the 
State of Georgia. I have never known a mo-
ment when I could not look to him for help and 
knowing this has always been a great source 
of comfort. I pray that those of us who are to 
follow in his footsteps, will be wise enough to 
do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain con-
ceit, but in humility and consider others before 
ourselves. I celebrate you now and always in 
spirit and in love. 

AMERICAN PATRIOTS 
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OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, May 21, 2001 

Mr. RADANOVICH. Mr. Speaker, today, we 
pause in remembrance to honor all of Amer-
ica’s patriots who gave what Lincoln called 
‘‘the last full measure of devotion.’’ This spirit 
of remembrance was born out of the dark 
depths of the bloodiest, most divisive conflict 
in our history—a war where more than 
620,000 men and women lost their lives. 

On April 25th 1866, a number of women in 
Columbus, Mississippi went to decorate the 
graves of their fallen. Near the final resting 
places of the Confederate soldiers were other 
graves—graves holding the remains of Union 
soldiers who had died on the same bloody 
battlefields. 

Those women wondered who would remem-
ber the enemy soldiers buried so far from their 
loved ones. Moved by compassion, kindness 
and sorrow, they decorated all the graves they 
found—those of their own and those of their 
fallen enemies. Their acts captured the imagi-
nation of our entire country and became the 
foundation upon which our current observance 
of Memorial Day is built. In 197 1, Congress 
expanded the Memorial Day tradition to in-
clude all soldiers who have died in service to 
our nation. 

Turning back the clock, the great patriot 
Thomas Paine once said: 

‘‘These are the times that try men’s souls. 
The summer soldier and the sunshine patriot 
will, in this crisis, shrink from the service of his 
country. But he that stands it now, deserves 
the love and thanks of man and woman.’’ 

These strong words spoke of a special kind 
of patriotic devotion and love of country that 
was needed if the colonists were going to win 
their struggle for independence. These words 
have become timeless and have continually 
rang true in our times of crisis. 

However, I would have to say that true patri-
otism goes beyond waving our country’s flag 
or singing the National Anthem. Don’t get me 
wrong, those are important gestures, but true 
patriotism demands loyalty to the ideals that 
lie behind those gestures. 

Our American patriots were not born with 
this pride, nor did they learn it in books. It’s a 
pride that has taken root in their souls, grow-
ing greater as they experience the true mean-
ing of freedom, liberty and prosperity. Patriot-
ism is more sincere than attitudes of self-right-
eousness—it is the guardian of our Constitu-
tion. Patriotism is why America has prospered 
and grown to such greatness in a mere two 
centuries. 

When our country’s first army gathered 
under George Washington in the summer of 
1775, it was truly a citizen’s army. Farmers, 
shopkeepers and tradesmen left their loved 
ones to rid our land of British rule once and 
for all. There were few uniforms and even less 
weapons, but these brave men were willing to 
battle Britain’s best troops and Europe’s fierc-
est mercenaries. These first American patriots 
believed in three essential ideals, independ-
ence from foreign tyranny, human equality, 
and democracy. 

It is our American patriots that will bear any 
hardship, will overcome any obstacle, and will 
conquer any foe in the pursuit of liberty and 
justice—for themselves, their children, their 
countrymen, and others who they will never 
know. It is our American patriots that have 
protected this great nation in the past, and will 
be the author of our bright future. It is our 
American patriots that we remember today. 

Unfortunately, not every American will take 
time today to visit the graves of those who 
have been taken by war, but every American 
should take the time to remember those who 
gave everything on behalf of our common 
good. Today from Omaha Beach to Arlington 
National Cemetery we honor the memory of 
American veterans whose remains consecrate 
the soil throughout the world. Let us promise 
that their lives and sacrifices shall not have 
been offered in vain. 

We must uphold the memories of their her-
oism with our respect, reverence, and heartfelt 
admiration. Those who have died on the field 
of battle deserve our enduring thoughts. It is 
our duty to make sure America remembers the 
martyrs of freedom’s cause. It is our obligation 
to keep alive the great hopes of the American 
people, as they are embodied in the principles 
outlined in our nation’s Constitution. 

We cherish the hope that the ideals of 
peace, freedom and prosperity will light our 
way through the 2 1 st century. Memorial Day 
is a celebration of that hope. It is the day we 
remember and honor those who lost their lives 
fighting for our nation. The men and women 
we remember on Memorial Day demonstrated 
the highest form of faith in the triumph of good 
over evil. Today we pause to remember the 
26 million patriots living today who have 
served in the armed forces, and the more than 
one million who have died in America’s wars. 

Today we recognize the power and virtue of 
their sacrifice. We remember those who gave 
their lives to strengthen and preserve the in-
valuable gift of freedom. In the dark hours of 
war and conflict, American patriots have an-
swered the call, and they’re the reason that 
the United States is the mightiest, wealthiest, 
and most secure nation on earth today. 
Should the day come when our American pa-
triots remain silent in the face of armed ag-
gression, then the cause of freedom will have 
been lost. 

Today, 179 of the world’s 193 sovereign 
states elect their lawmakers. That means the 
earth is 93 percent covered by democracy—a 
greater proportion than water. Clearly, those 
who made the ultimate sacrifice for freedom 
did so for a supreme cause. 

However, history teaches us that the world 
will never run out of threats to freedom. Hitler 
was defeated and we won the Cold War, but 
we must continue to contend with terrorists 
like Asama Bin Laden and tyrants like 
Milosovic and Hussein. Clearly, future Amer-
ican patriots may be called upon again to sac-
rifice for freedom. 

As you reflect on our nation’s past, remem-
ber that this great nation was not established 
by cowards. America has remained the land of 
the free through the noble selfless acts of our 
American patriots and those heroes who did 
not return. Today we honor you and today we 
remember. May your patriotism endure, may 
God continue to bless you, and may God 
bless America. 
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