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he was general manager of WMAQ–AM and 
FM in Chicago as well as national program 
manager for Rollins, Inc., where he was re-
sponsible for seven stations around the coun-
try. 

Now, as owner and general manager of 
WCUB and WLTU, Lee Davis gives us big city 
professionalism along with small town friendli-
ness and involvement. Listeners in the 
Manitowoc area are well served by Lee’s 
stewardship of WCUB’s Breakfast Club, where 
he brings the community together through his 
insightful interviews and conversation, and 
where he provides local radio broadcasting as 
it should be—by and for the people who actu-
ally live in the community. 

I recently learned that Lee Davis has been 
chosen for induction into the Wisconsin Broad-
casters Association Hall of Fame. He richly 
deserves it, and I want to join the people of 
Manitowoc in extending our congratulations. 
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TRIBUTE TO JOHN QUILL 

HON. JOHN W. OLVER 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 6, 2001 

Mr. OLVER. Mr. Speaker, today I would like 
to recognize the service of John Quill, who 
served as meteorologist for WWLP Channel 
22 in Springfield. Mr. Quill passed away yes-
terday. 

John Quill’s face was one of the most rec-
ognizable in all of western Massachusetts be-
cause of his 47 years as WWLP’s meteorolo-
gist. He brought both integrity and a human 
touch to weather reporting, and he will be re-
membered with great fondness for years to 
come for his hard work, dedication and distinc-
tive personal touch. The entire Pioneer Valley 
feels a great loss with John’s passing. 

Anyone who has lived through a western 
Massachusetts winter knows that we do not 
always have good weather, but, for nearly five 
decades, we had a truly exceptional weather-
man. Thank you. John Quill. 
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HONOR ANDREW HIGGINS AND HIS 
WORKERS FOR BUILDING BOATS 
THAT WON WORLD WAR II 

HON. WILLIAM J. JEFFERSON 
OF LOUISIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 6, 2001 

Mr. JEFFERSON. Mr. Speaker, I stand be-
fore you today, as I did on D-Day last year, to 
introduce a resolution that is long overdue. On 
behalf of the entire Louisiana delegation, I 
would like to honor the forgotten heroes of 
World War II—the late Andrew Jackson Hig-
gins, who designed the Higgins landing craft 
and his 20,000 employees who built the 
20,000 boats that won the war. 

Once again, I ask Congress to recognize 
these heroes—who contributed so greatly to 
the war effort, but never left the Louisiana 
shores. 

Mr. Speaker, I stand here to reintroduce a 
resolution to award the late Andrew Jackson 

Higgins and the 20,000 plus men and women 
of Higgins Industries that supported the war 
efforts abroad with a Congressional Gold 
Medal. This medal will serve as long-overdue 
recognition for their patriotic contributions to 
our country, to the world—to peace and to 
freedom. 

Briefly, let me explain again why then late 
Andrew Higgins and the employees of Higgins 
Industries deserve this most prestigious honor. 

Andrew Jackson Higgins designed the land-
ing craft, now dubbed ‘‘the Higgins boats,’’ 
used to land troops across open beaches dur-
ing all amphibious assaults in World War II. 
The most famous, of course, was the D-Day 
invasion of Normandy; but other landings, like 
Leyte Gulf, Guadalcanal and Sicily were 
equally important. 

The 20,000 Higgins boats were built at eight 
plants in New Orleans, the city that I represent 
and that is home to the National D-Day Mu-
seum. These plants produced most of the ves-
sels and equipment that were essential to the 
war efforts. Higgins employed more than 
20,000 workers around the clock for over four 
years. They built over 20,000 landing craft and 
trained over 30,000 military personnel on the 
operation of the boats. At their peak, Higgins 
Industries produced about 700 boats per 
month. 

Beyond his dedication during the war, Hig-
gins possessed qualities that were far beyond 
his years. 

Even before America entered the war, Hig-
gins anticipated the possible need for his 
boats, and he purchased the entire 1940 Phil-
ippine Mahogany crop. 

Higgins displayed a social conscience that 
was unimaginably progressive in the 1940s. 
He employed men and women, blacks and 
whites with an ‘‘equal pay for equal work’’ pol-
icy decades before integration and gender 
equality in the workforce. 

Mr. Speaker, Andrew Jackson Higgins was 
a man of great insight and ingenuity. His ac-
complishments were recognized by President 
Eisenhower on more than one occasion. On 
Thanksgiving, 1944, Eisenhower boasted, ‘‘Let 
us thank God for Higgins Industries’ manage-
ment and labor which has given us the landing 
boats with which to conduct our campaign.’’ 

Again, in 1964, Eisenhower praised Andrew 
Higgins by saying, ‘‘He is the man that won 
the war. If Higgins had not produced and de-
veloped those landing craft, we never could 
have gone in over an open beach. We would 
have had to change the entire strategy of the 
war.’’ 

The time has come for the Nation to honor 
the contributions of the people of Higgins In-
dustries: men and women, blacks and whites, 
working side by side, equal pay for equal 
work, to build the boats that won World War 
II. Mr. Higgins went above and beyond the call 
of duty for his country and worked in a way 
that was far beyond his years. His progressive 
and aggressive policies before and during the 
war should serve as a member to all of us 
who serve our country, and should thus be 
duly recognized. 

Mr. Speaker, I reiterate, the recognition of 
the late Andrew Jackson Higgins and the em-
ployees of Higgins’ Industries is long overdue. 
I believe these forgotten heroes should now 
be honored and always remembered. A Con-

gressional Gold Medal will honor them, just as 
their work helped to keep us free. 
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AIDS EPIDEMIC 

SPEECH OF 

HON. CARRIE P. MEEK 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 5, 2001 

Mrs. MEEK of Florida. Mr. Speaker, today 
marks twenty years since the official recogni-
tion of the disease that would come to be 
known as Acquired Immune Deficiency Syn-
drome or AIDS. In those twenty years medical 
and pharmaceutical advancements have made 
HIV/AIDS more manageable for some, but a 
cure has yet to be found. 

In order to erase this scourge from the plan-
et, a re-commitment, not complacency is re-
quired by the United States and all govern-
ments around the world. We need to refocus 
our efforts and not allow complacency to dic-
tate the future. There must be a continued 
worldwide commitment to the eradication of 
this plague. 20 years of AIDS is Enough! 

THE IMPACT OF AIDS 
Twenty years ago, the devastating impact 

AIDS was to have on the world could not have 
been imagined. On June 5, 1981, the Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) 
published an article about five cases of rare 
pneumocystis pneumonia among gay men in 
Los Angeles. Since then, AIDS has spread 
globally, with 36 million people presently living 
with HIV, 900,000 in the United States alone. 

According to the CDC, people of color make 
up 57% of the cumulative AIDS cases and 
68% of the new AIDS cases reported as of 
June 2000. It is the leading cause of death of 
African-American men ages 25–44. 40,000 
new HIV infections occur in the U.S. every 
year. 

According to the CDC, men of color account 
for 63% of the new AIDS cases reported 
among men in the twelve months ended June 
2000 and women of color make up 82% of 
new AIDS cases reported among females in 
the twelve months ended June 2000. Children 
of color make up 84% of the pediatric new 
AIDS cases reported in the twelve months 
ended in June 2000. Young men of color and 
women of color are particularly vulnerable. 

The 1998–2000 Young Men’s Survey 
(YMS), a study of over 2,000 gay men ages 
23 to 29 in Baltimore, Dallas, Los Angeles, 
Miami, New York, and Seattle, found that 30% 
of African-Americans, 15% of Hispanics, 3% of 
Asians and 7 percent of Caucasian men were 
living with HIV. Only a third of those infected 
knew they had HIV. In 1999, persons aged 
13–24 years accounted for 15% of reported 
HIV cases, and women made up 49% of the 
cases in this age group. 

Since 1981 the face of AIDS has changed 
markedly. Originally known as a ‘‘gay man’s 
disease’’, AIDS has exploded into a worldwide 
epidemic affecting men, women and children 
of all races, a deadly presence that does not 
discriminate. In the US, while 46% of reported 
AIDS cases were the result of homosexual 
contact, 54% were exposed through hetero-
sexual contact or intravenous drug use (IDU); 
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