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June 7, 2001

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES—Thursday, June 7, 2001

The House met at 10 a.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. LATOURETTE).

——————

DESIGNATION OF THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
June 7, 2001.

I hereby appoint the Honorable STEVEN C.
LATOURETTE to act as Speaker pro tempore
on this day.

J. DENNIS HASTERT,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

———————

PRAYER

The Reverend Robert Gannon, Our
Lady Queen of Peace Roman Catholic
Church, Staten Island, New York, of-
fered the following prayer:

Lord God, we ask Your blessing on
all here present, the Members of our
House of Representatives. Bless those
we have elected to Congress to lead our
Nation wisely. Help them to realize
their great importance in our lives:

If each note of music were to say:
One note does not make a symphony;
there would be no symphony.

If a word were to say: One word does
not make a book; there would not be a
book.

If each seed were to say: One grain
does not make a field of corn; there
would be no harvest.

If each of us were to say: One life of
service cannot save mankind; there
would never be peace on earth.

Lord, help these Members of Congress
to grasp their importance to America;
guide them with Your closeness and in-
spiration. May they leave today more
bonded to each other, more conscious
of their power to do good for America.
Amen.

———

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

Mr. McCNULTY. Mr. Speaker, pursu-
ant to clause 1, rule I, I demand a vote
on agreeing to the Speaker’s approval
of the Journal.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the Speaker’s approval
of the Journal.

The question was taken; and the
Speaker pro tempore announced that
the ayes appeared to have it.

Mr. MCNULTY. Mr. Speaker, I object
to the vote on the ground that a
quorum is not present and make the
point of order that a quorum is not
present.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8, rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this question will be post-
poned.

The point of no quorum is considered
withdrawn.

——
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from Virginia (Mr. MORAN)
come forward and lead the House in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. MORAN of Virginia 1led the
Pledge of Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

—————

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE

A message from the Senate by Mr.
Monahan, one of it clerks, announced
that the Senate has passed without
amendment concurrent resolutions of
the House of the following titles:

H. Con. Res. 80. Concurrent resolution con-
gratulating the city of Detroit and its resi-
dents on the occasion of the tricentennial of
the city’s founding.

H. Con. Res. 149. Concurrent resolution per-
mitting the use of the Rotunda of the Cap-
itol for a ceremony to present posthumously
a gold medal on behalf of Congress to Charles
M. Schulz.

The message also announced that the
Senate agreed to the following resolu-
tion:

S. RESs. 101

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives be notified of the election of Robert C.
Byrd, a Senator from the State of West Vir-
ginia, as President pro tempore.

————
REVEREND ROBERT GANNON

(Mr. FOSSELLA asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. FOSSELLA. Mr. Speaker, it is
my honor and pleasure to acknowledge
the presence of Father Robert Gannon
who offered the morning prayer this
morning. Father Gannon, to those who
know him, love him. Those who know
him, honor and respect him.

He was born in the Lower East Side
of Manhattan, and spent much of his
life on Staten Island. He is a positive
role model and influence to thousands.

He attended and graduated Fordham
University as well as the St. Joseph
Seminary in Dunwoody. For many
years he has been a pastor of Our Lady
Queen of Peace of Staten Island. He has
been a guidance counselor to many
high school students. It is estimated
more than 15,000 students went through
his doors on their way to college.

In addition for the last 20 years or so,
Father Gannon has headed a com-
mittee in the 13th Congressional Dis-
trict that screens and recommends
nominations to our military acad-
emies: Annapolis, West Point, Air
Force Academy, Merchant Marines. In
that period of time, perhaps more than
150 students have gone on to those
military academies and then gone on
to serve our country. Many of those
probably would not have gone on to
those academies but for the help, guid-
ance, and assistance of Father Gannon.

Mr. Speaker, he has been a priest, a
teacher, a friend, and really loved by
thousands. I am very, very fortunate to
have him as my friend, and I hope
today that those Members of the House
here understand why I found it an
honor to ask him to be with us today.

——————

VIOLENCE IN MIDDLE EAST HAS
GOT TO COME TO AN END

(Mr. MORAN of Virginia asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. MORAN of Virginia. Mr. Speak-
er, I want to make note of a headline in
the Washington Post today: ‘“‘Bomb’s
Fallout Sets Back Goals of Palestin-
ians.” It goes on to say that Chairman
Arafat’s call for a cease-fire was seen
as the result of shifting opinion. It re-
fers to the suicide bombing last Friday
night when 20 innocent teenagers in
Tel Aviv lost their lives. It was the sin-
gle largest act of terrorism since vio-
lence began last September.

This cycle of violence in the Middle
East has got to come to an end. In the
aftermath of the tragedy, Chairman
Arafat swiftly denounced the attack
and called for a cease-fire. I have to
commend the Israeli Government for
exercising restraint and not engaging
in the retaliation that was anticipated
following this terrible incident.

Mr. Speaker, Prime Minister Sharon
under immense pressure showed re-
straint. The international community
stands behind that restraint; but clear-
ly these volatile events require this ad-
ministration to get involved in the
Middle East. Sending CIA Director
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