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installs, still the immigrants come.”” It
goes on to describe the plight of those
who cross the border and do so in the
heat of the day without proper care,
without proper nutrition, without the
ability to escape the burning rays of
the sun. Many, many die in the proc-
ess.

Those who do not come that way
often employ the services of what are
called coyotes. A coyote is a person
who is employed to get one from Mex-
ico to the United States doing so ille-
gally. One has to pay them. It averages
between 500 to sometimes several thou-
sand dollars, depending upon the cir-
cumstances, to get one across the bor-
der.

What happens, these people get
shoved into vans, into the backs of
trucks, get compacted, if you will, into
any vehicle that is coming across the
border. Many of them die. This has
happened several times in the last few
months in my own State of Colorado. I
think we are up to now 9 or 11 people
who have died in this process being
transported here by coyotes.

Again, Mr. Speaker, I do not blame
them for trying. I understand their de-
sire. It was the same as the desire of
my grandparents and perhaps my col-
leagues to come to the United States
and seek a better life. One of the things
that we accomplished with that gen-
eration was, to a large extent, the abil-
ity to separate oneself from the culture
and from the country from which one
came. This is important. This is one
reason why we do have the problem
with massive migration, both legal and
illegal from Mexico, because the border
is of course adjacent to the United
States, and it is harder.

When my grandparents came here
from Italy in the late part of the 1800s,
they came essentially to escape an old
world, came to seek the benefits of the
new world, to enter into what they be-
lieve was a place of streets of gold.
They wanted to become upwardly mo-
bile, and they did that. One of the ways
they did it was by abandoning their na-
tive language.

I know a lot of people suggest that
should not happen. I, for one, wish I
could still speak Italian. I wish my
grandparents had taught my parents
and they had taught me, but they did
not. One reason they did not was be-
cause they understood the need to
learn English if they wanted to be
upwardly mobile in this country.

Massive immigration from countries
that do not speak English puts pressure
on the school systems. It puts pressure
on jobs. The ability of someone to be
upwardly mobile is severely hampered
by their either unwillingness or inabil-
ity to learn the English language.

Bilingual education now being taught
in so many schools with the exception
of California, which by proposition
threw it out, and soon it will happen in
Arizona if it has not already occurred.
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I may be mistaken there. I think Ari-
zona has already passed their initiative
to do the same thing, and I hope Colo-
rado is next in line to eliminate bilin-
gual education. But this is an example
of the problem of massive immigration
and this dual-language nation we are
beginning to develop.

Not only is there a problem with peo-
ple being able to actually become
upwardly mobile if they do not speak
English, can they really get to the next
level in their job, can they afford to
leave that particular field, maybe low
skilled, low pay job, and move into
something better if they cannot speak
English? The answer is no.
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So why do we keep so many people in
another language? Because it has be-
come a political issue. I go back to
what I said earlier about the reasons
why we have massive immigration, one
of them being political. And bilingual
education has become a very political
issue. It is used here in the House of
this Congress to encourage either cer-
tain ethnic groups to support one party
or another, or as an issue of attack on
another party, those of us who believe
that bilingual education is not the best
thing for the children in that system.

If we really and truly care about the
child, Mr. Speaker, and I have been a
teacher, my wife just completed 27
years as a teacher in the Jefferson
County Public Schools, we sent our
children to public schools, but if we
really and truly care about children,
then we will do several things for
them: one, we will allow them to have
the choice of any school they want to
go to by giving them tax credits; and,
secondly, we will make sure that they
are not forced to participate in bilin-
gual classes that are taught in a lan-
guage other than English. If we really
care about children, that is where we
should be.

We should be providing immersion
classes for these kids so they can learn
English quickly and move on and get in
line for part of the American Dream.
But massive immigration retards that
pressure to achieve English pro-
ficiency. But the fact remains that
these are all problems that develop as
a result of this massive immigration
and problems that we must begin to
deal with.

I say over and over again that it is an
issue whose time has come. We must
talk about it. Do we want this to be the
future? Is this what we expect our chil-
dren and grandchildren will have to
deal with in terms of the quality of
their lives? We can achieve a better fu-
ture, Mr. Speaker, by controlling our
own borders. It is uniquely in the
power of the people of this House and
in this other body to do that. States
cannot do it. States have absolutely no
control over the borders. They look to
us. And we look away all too often, and
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we have done so time and time again
on this issue of immigration because
we fear either the political or social
ramifications to us.

It is hard to go into that cocktail
party where somebody may say, oh,
gee, that is that guy or that lady that
wants to reduce immigration. People
might shy away from you, thinking
that you are a racist, that you have
some evil motive, that there is some-
thing bad in your heart, and they want
to get away from you. Mr. Speaker, I
assure you, at least from my own per-
spective and from the bottom of my
heart, it is not the type of people that
come here, it is not the color of people
that are coming here, it is not their
ethnicity, it is, in fact, the numbers
that makes it difficult to deal with.

The numbers make it harder for us
all to accomplish our goals, whether it
is to reduce the problems faced by Cali-
fornia, and which will be faced by
States throughout the Nation soon in
terms of energy and lack thereof, to
the various other kinds of cultural
issues and political issues that we face
as a result of massive immigration of
these kinds of numbers.

So once again I ask the Speaker to be
aware of the need for change, to en-
courage others, others of my col-
leagues, to begin to study this issue
and become acquainted with it. It is an
important one for every one of us no
matter what district we represent. It
will become more important as the
time goes on, and there will be a point
in time when we will be confronted by
this issue in a way that perhaps we
have no way of avoiding it.

We have to deal with it, Mr. Speaker.
Now is better than later. Now is better
than later.

——
LEAVE OF ABSENCE

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to:

Mr. UDALL of Colorado (at the re-
quest of Mr. GEPHARDT) for today on
account of personal business.

Mr. LEwIs of Kentucky (at the re-
quest of Mr. ARMEY) for today on ac-
count of attending daughter’s gradua-
tion.

———

SPECIAL ORDERS GRANTED

By unanimous consent, permission to
address the House, following the legis-
lative program and any special orders
heretofore entered, was granted to:

(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Mr. MCNULTY) to revise and
extend their remarks and include ex-
traneous material:)

Mr. DINGELL, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. DEFAZIO, for 56 minutes, today.

Mr. SHOWS, for 5 minutes, today.

Mr. LIPINSKI, for 5 minutes, today.

Mrs. CLAYTON, for 5 minutes, today.

(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Mr. FOLEY) to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material:)
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