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I believe that no one should have to
spend down to Medicaid to afford long-
term care, and no family should bear
the burden alone.

A tax credit, as I propose, would pro-
vide much-needed relief to the families
who provide long-term care for their
loved ones, and is surely a better and
fairer use of the surplus.

This is not about class warfare. This
is about providing relief for our elderly
and for the overburdened families who
care for them. I thank Senators GRASS-
LEY, GRAHAM and BAYH for their leader-
ship on this issue, and I hope my col-
leagues will agree that we should not
provide a windfall for those earning
more than half a million dollars a year,
while ignoring the needs of so many
families and the loved-one they strug-
gle to care for.

I ask for the yeas and nays on the
motion.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a
sufficient second?

There is a sufficient second.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

Mr. GRASSLEY. I thank Senator
CORZINE for recognizing some of our
work regarding long-term health care
financing challenges. However, in addi-
tion to this amendment, we have had
others that don’t seem to recognize the
Senate Finance Committee’s function.
We have held hearings on this very sub-
ject.

As I said, I am very committed to
working at finding solutions to long-
term financing challenges. In fact, I
have introduced such a bill with Sen-
ator GRAHAM of Florida. The impending
retirement of baby boom generations
presents a great incentive to act soon.

What this motion doesn’t recognize is
that we do taxes one time and we will
do long-term health care another time.
We can do both. This bill is not the ap-
propriate vehicle. This amendment will
delay the tax reduction for working
families.

I hope we can defeat this motion. I
see it as a continuing effort to kill the
bill.

I raise a point of germaneness. The
amendment is not germane to the pro-
visions of the reconciliation measure. I
therefore raise a point of order against
the amendment under section 305(b)(2)
of the Budget Act.

Mr. CORZINE. I move to waive the
Budget Act for consideration of the
motion. I ask for the yeas and nays.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a
sufficient second?

There is a sufficient second.

The question is on agreeing to the
motion.

The clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk called the roll.

Mr. NICKLES. I announce that the
Senator from Alaska (Mr. STEVENS) is
necessarily absent.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Are there
any other Senators in the Chamber de-
siring to vote?
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The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 43,
nays 56, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 140 Leg.]
YEAS—43
Akaka Edwards Lincoln
Bayh Feingold Mikulski
Boxer Feinstein Murray
Byrd Graham Nelson (FL)
Cantwell Harkin Reed
Carnahan Hollings Reid
g?%gd IJ%%"W?J Rockefeller
inton nson
Conrad Kennedy gi;?li‘;lss
Corzine Kerry Stabenow
Daschle Kohl . :
Dayton Landrieu Torricelli
Dodd Leahy Wellstone
Dorgan Levin Wyden
Durbin Lieberman
NAYS—b56

Allard Domenici McConnell
Allen Ensign Miller
Baucus Enzi Murkowski
Bennett Fitzgerald Nelson (NE)
Biden Frist Nickles
Bingaman Gramm Roberts
Bond Grassley Santorum
Breaux Gregg :
Brownback Hagel g;sesl;oyns
Bunning Hatch A
Burns Helms Sm%th (NH)
Campbell Hutchinson Smith (OR)
Carper Hutchison Snowe
Chafee Inhofe Specter
Cochran Jeffords Thomas
Collins Kyl Thompson
Craig Lott Thurmond
Crapo Lugar Voinovich
DeWine McCain Warner

NOT VOTING—1
Stevens

The PRESIDING OFFICER. On this
vote the yeas are 43, the nays are 56.
Three-fifths of the Senators duly cho-
sen and sworn not having voted in the
affirmative, the motion is rejected.
The point of order is sustained. The
amendment falls.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I move to
reconsider the vote.

Mr. GRASSLEY. I move to lay that
motion on the table.

The motion to lay on the table was
agreed to.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, it is my un-
derstanding, under the previous order,
we will now be in recess for a half hour.
The next amendment we have sched-
uled will be amendment No. 743, the
Conrad amendment.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator is correct.

Mr. REID. I thank the Chair.

———

RECESS

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate now
stands in recess until 1:30 p.m.

Thereupon, the Senate, at 12:59 p.m.,
recessed until 1:30 p.m. and reassem-
bled when called to order by the Pre-
siding Officer (Ms. SNOWE).

———

RESTORING EARNINGS TO LIFT IN-
DIVIDUALS AND EMPOWER FAMI-
LIES (RELIEF) ACT OF 2002—Con-
tinued

AMENDMENT NO. 743
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, time will now be di-

9039

vided on the amendment offered by the
Senator from North Dakota, Mr.
CONRAD.

The Senator from Nevada.

Mr. REID. Madam President, I sug-
gest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER.
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. REID. Madam President, I ask
unanimous consent the order for the
quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. REID. Madam President, I am
constrained to ask for another quorum
call. Senator GRASSLEY is someone who
has been here the entire time, and I
would not feel right in going ahead
without him. So I suggest the absence
of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceed to call
the roll.

Mr. REID. Madam President, I ask
unanimous consent the order for the
quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Who yields time?

On the question of the
amendment, who yields time?

If no one yields time, time will be
charged equally on both sides.

The Senator from North Dakota.

Mr. CONRAD. Madam President, this
amendment is about fairness and sim-
plification. Under the bill before us,
the very wealthiest taxpayers get the
biggest percentage point reduction in
their marginal rates, but the vast ma-
jority of taxpayers, the 70 million, who
represent 70 percent of the taxpayers in
this country, get no rate reduction.

This chart I show you tells the story.
The 15-percent rate, which is where the
vast majority of American taxpayers
are, get no rate reduction. Those at the
very top get the biggest rate reduction.

My amendment reduces the unfair-
ness. It reduces the size of the tax cut
for the top 3 percent of income earners.
Specifically, my amendment leaves in
place the first percentage point reduc-
tion for the top two tax rates but can-
cels the next two scheduled reductions,
and it uses the savings from this
change to increase the standard deduc-
tion by $1,600 for singles; for couples
the standard deduction will be in-
creased by twice this amount, or a full
$3,000 when fully phased in.

This amendment is about fairness
and simplification. I urge my col-
leagues to support it.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator’s time has expired.

The Senator from Iowa.

Mr. GRASSLEY. Madam President,
not only is this amendment a bad
amendment but the information just
given out is erroneous. It is wrong. It is
bad.

The

Conrad
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