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programs like TB control. Mr. Speaker for just
$20 to $100 invested in a quality TB program,
a life can be saved. This is one of the most
cost-effective health interventions available
today. In FY2001, Congress provided $60 mil-
lion for international TB control, a solid step
towards addressing this killer. More must be
done this year. Fifteen million people in the
U.S. are infected with the TB bacteria, and
nearly two million people perish world-wide
each year. In addition, eight million people are
afflicted with this disease annually and every
second of every day, someone in the world is
infected with the disease.

TB is the biggest killer of people with AIDS,
and TB rates have skyrocketed in sub-Saha-
ran Africa due to the AIDS/TB co-epidemics.
Direct Observed Therapy treatment or “Dots”
is one of the most cost-effective ways to pro-
long and improve the lives of people with HIV.
As we increase resources for HIV and AIDS,
it makes sense to increase funding for TB
control as well.

If we do not act promptly, new deadly drug-
resistant strains of TB and rising HIV rates will
make TB very difficult or impossible to control.
| have asked that we provide $200 million in
the FY2002 foreign aid budget for the inter-
national TB control program.

Mr. Speaker, as a member of Congress
from an international border city, | know the
importance of combing TB at our borders.
Now is the time to combat tuberculosis and
eradicate this horrible disease before it begins
more impacting on our population.

————
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Mr. CLEMENT. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Metro Schools Director, Dr. Bill M.
Wise, on the occasion of his retirement from
the Metropolitan/Davidson County/Nashville,
Tennessee school system after 31 years of
outstanding service to students, teachers, and
personnel.

Dr. Wise is to be commended for the impact
he has made on the local, state, and national
levels through his tireless work to achieve
unity during legal battles over court-ordered
desegregation busing. His leadership proved
pivotal in the successful resolution of this im-
portant matter. Leaders from across the Na-
tion have sought his advice and expertise in
this area and he has offered consultations and
hope in times of crisis to schools in Texas,
South Carolina, Mississippi, Georgia, Ken-
tucky, North Carolina, and Alabama. Wise is
also recognized nationally for his successful
management skills and expertise in school fa-
cilities management.

His philosophy has always focused on what
is best for students and student achievement
including improving physical conditions in
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school facilities and fostering morale. Because
of his strong leadership skills combined with
character and courage, Wise's efforts have
proven extremely fruitful.

A native Tennessean, Bill Wise was edu-
cated at the University of North Alabama in
Florence, where he received a Bachelor of
Science in 1963, and a Master's Degree in
1965. He continued his education at the Uni-
versity of Tennessee in Knoxville, earning a
Doctorate of Education in 1970.

Wise began his career as an Alabama
school teacher in 1963 working for the Flor-
ence City School system and later moving to
the university level as an instructor and coach
at the University of North Alabama until 1968.

After a two-year stint as a Ford Foundation
Fellow at the University of Tennessee, Wise
was named Assistant Superintendent for the
Metropolitan Nashville-Davidson County Public
School System in 1970. He was promoted to
Deputy Superintendent, where he served from
1994-1997. He then became Interim Director
of Schools and nine months later was named
Director of Schools.

As Director of Schools, Wise has been re-
sponsible for an operating budget upwards of
$300 million and a capital budget of nearly
$100 million, while implementing and over-
seeing The Strategic Plan for the Metropolitan
Nashville Public School District. The school
district includes more than one hundred twen-
ty-five public schools with thousands of stu-
dents from all walks of life.

Wise has been honored numerous times by
his peers. Recent awards include: the Council
of the Great City Schools First Annual Bill
Wise Award in 2000; the National Football
Foundation and College Hall of Fame, Middle
Tennessee Chapter, Distinguished American
Award in 2001; and the Tennessee School
Plant Management Association’s Super-
intendent of the Year for 2001.

Additionally, he has been active in numer-
ous professional organizations including: the
American Association of School Administra-
tors; the Tennessee Association for Super-
vision and Administration; the Council of the
Great City Schools, Business Officials Group;
the Southeastern Association of School Busi-
ness Officials; Phi Delta Kappa; lota Lambda
Sigma; and Council of Educational Facility
Planners.

His civic contributions include involvement
on the Board of Directors for the following or-
ganizations: Green Hills YMCA; Nashville
Chapter of the American Red Cross; National
Kidney Foundation of Middle Tennessee (Past
President); Nashville Institute for the Arts;
Cumberland Science Museum; Boy Scouts of
America’s Middle Tennessee Council; Junior
Achievement of Middle Tennessee, Inc.; and
Metropolitan Nashville Public Education Foun-
dation.

With the obvious challenges and changes
that Wise has faced during his career in public
education, | am pleased to honor him for fac-
ing adversity with courage and using the tools
available in an imperfect system to craft a suc-
cessful educational program for students in
our community. | respect his philosophy of fo-
cusing on learning, support systems and ap-
propriate settings for equity and excellence for
all students and promoting change as positive
and necessary for continual personal improve-
ment.
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In closing, Dr. Wise is to be commended for
building a solid foundation for those who will
follow in his footsteps and strive to meet the
goal of improving educational opportunities for
all Tennesseans. | have no doubt that his
dedication and service to our community, our
state, and our nation, will be remembered for
many years to come.

————
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Mr. GALLEGLY. Mr. Speaker, yesterday, |
voted in favor of H.R. 1885, a bill sponsored
by Immigration and Claims Subcommittee
Chairman GEORGE GEKAS, which will extend
by four months the time illegal immigrants may
apply for legal residence while remaining in
the United States. The measure requires ille-
gal immigrants who utilize Section 245(i) of
the immigration law to have been in the United
States as of December 21, 2000. In addition,
H.R. 1885 requires that the family relationship
or employment existed by April 30, 2001.
These two important provisions contained in
H.R. 1885 will ensure that the extension of
Section 245(i) does not provide future incen-
tives for illegal immigration or punish legal im-
migrants waiting in line for their applications to
be processed.

| supported this short-term extension of Sec-
tion 245(i) because it will assist those immi-
grants who were eligible to apply for a green
card as of April 30, but were unable to meet
the deadline due to administrative problems,
such as the INS not issuing regulations on
Section 245(i) until March of this year. At the
same time, H.R. 1885 will not reward those
who enter illegally with the hope of becoming
legal without first returning to their native
country. Most importantly, it will send the mes-
sage that legal immigrants, who waited in line
and obeyed our immigration laws, should get
first priority in the processing of immigration
applications.

Although | supported this four-month exten-
sion of Section 245(i) for the reasons dis-
cussed above, | will not support any extension
beyond this time period. This is not the first
time that this ill-conceived provision has been
extended. Section 245(i) was first added to the
immigration law in 1994. Since that time, it
has been extended on numerous occasions,
including most recently in December of last
year. This has provided persons who wanted
to apply for permanent residency status more
than enough time to submit their application to
INS.

A longer extension than the period of time
contained in H.R. 1885 will further encourage
illegal immigration and punish legal immigrants
waiting for their application to be processed.
Also, because U.S. State Department consular
officers are better suited than INS employees
to determine if the illegal immigrant has a
criminal background, a longer extension of
Section 245(i) will undermine the important
law enforcement goal of preventing criminal
aliens from remaining in our country.
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