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[From the New York Times, May 22, 2001]
JOHN J. EGAN, PRIEST AND RIGHTS ADVOCATE,
Is DEAD AT 84
(By Peter Steinfels)

Msgr. John J. Egan, a Roman Catholic
priest in Chicago whose work on issues of
civil rights, changing neighborhoods and
poverty shaped church efforts in those areas
nationally, died on Saturday in Chicago in
the rectory of Holy Name Cathedral. He was
84.

An influential figure for over four decades
in both the religious life and neighborhood
politics of Chicago, Monsignor Egan exerted
an influence that stretched far beyond that
city.

His work in the 1960’s with Saul Alinsky
and Mr. Alinsky’s Industrial Areas Founda-
tion laid the groundwork for what is now a
national pattern of community organizing
projects based on interfaith coalitions of
congregations.

Ordained a priest in 1943, Monsignor Egan
directed the Cana Conference of Chicago
from 1947 to 1958. The conference was a min-
istry to married couples that developed a
marriage preparation program, Pre-Cana,
that has also been influential nationally.

From 1958 to 1969, Monsignor Egan directed
the Chicago Archdiocesan Office of Urban Af-
fairs, where he became deeply engaged in
struggles over racial integration and urban
renewal.

In 1965, despite his doctor’s orders to avoid
stress to a damaged heart, he responded to
the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.’s appeal
to members of the clergy to march in Selma,
Ala.

He was already known for publicly criti-
cizing the effects of urban renewal projects
and public housing on established neighbor-
hoods. He tangled with Mayor Richard J.
Daley of Chicago, challenged the University
of Chicago’s neighborhood renewal plans and
complained of ‘‘the dictatorial powers’ of
urban planners like Robert Moses in New
York City.

Some proponents of urban renewal and in-
tegrated housing attacked Monsignor Egan
in turn as a self-interested defender of large-
ly white Catholic neighborhoods. Conserv-
atives, including some pastors, recoiled at
his working partnership with Mr. Alinsky, a
self-styled radical agitator.

Eventually, Cardinal John Cody disbanded
the Office of Urban Affairs in 1969, and Mon-
signor Egan spent the years from 1970 to 1983
at the University of Notre Dame. There he
directed the Institute for Pastoral and Social
Ministry, and with Peggy Roach, another
veteran of struggles for racial justice, he
continued his work of recruiting and advis-
ing leaders in community organizations.

Many of those he influenced called him a
‘“‘surrogate bishop’ for Catholics engaged in
social and political struggles.

Brought back to Chicago in 1983 by Car-
dinal Joseph Bernardin to direct the
archdiocese’s Office of Human Relations and
Ecumenism, in 1987 Monsignor Egan became
head of the Office of Community Affairs at
DePaul University in Chicago, a position he
held until his death.

John McGreevy, a historian at Notre Dame
and the author of ‘“‘Parish Boundaries’ (Uni-
versity of Chicago Press, 1996), a prize-win-
ning study of the Catholic Church’s handling
of racial issues in Northern cities, compared
Monsignor Egan to ‘‘the classic parish
priests early in the century who were great
politically skilled organizers.”” But Mon-
signor Egan, Professor McGreevy said,
“made the transition to organizing outside
the church as well as within it.”
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Monsignor Egan did not shy from internal
church controversies. In the 1960’s he led a
group of reform-minded priests in Chicago,
and recalled painfully a single year in Car-
dinal Cody’s tenure when no fewer than 45
priests came to tell him about their deci-
sions to leave the priesthood.

A month ago, he circulated for publication
a plea for the church to ordain women and
married men and give women leading roles
in the Vatican.

“Why are we not using to the fullest the
gifts and talents of women who constitute
the majority of our membership throughout
the world?’’ he wrote. ‘I realize that even to
raise aspects of this question, I label myself
a dissenter. Yet prayerful, responsible dis-
sent has always played a role in the church.”

Despite his deep identification with Chi-
cago, Monsignor Egan was born in Manhat-
tan, on 134th Street in what was then an
Irish section of Harlem. His father, a bus
driver, and his mother, a dressmaker, were
immigrants from Ireland, and moved to Chi-
cago when John was 6.

He is survived by a sister, Kathleen Egan
Martin of Rockford, I11.

———

INTRODUCTION OF INTER-
NATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL DE-
FENSE ACT

HON. MARK UDALL

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 23, 2001

Mr. UDALL of Colorado. Mr. Speaker, today
| am introducing the International Environ-
mental Defense Act of 2001.

The purpose of this bill is to clarify the au-
thority of the Secretary of Defense to respond
to environmental emergencies. It is cospon-
sored by my colleague from Colorado, Rep-
resentative JOEL HEFLEY. | greatly appreciate
his support.

In times of natural disaster or other emer-
gencies, the United States for decades has
come to the aid of those in need—whether the
crisis is the result of an earthquake in Turkey,
an erupting volcano in South America, or
deadly floods in some other part of the world.

When the need arises, the U.S. government
provides humanitarian assistance through the
U.S. Agency for International Development,
the State Department, the Defense Depart-
ment, and other federal agencies. It also con-
tracts with private voluntary agencies to pro-
vide such assistance and coordinates the U.S.
response with that of other countries.

The American military has an outstanding
record of participation in these activities. All
Americans take pride in the humanitarian as-
sistance provided by the men and women of
our armed services.

| strongly support this policy. It is the right
thing to do, and in the best interests of our
country as well as of people everywhere. Hu-
manitarian assistance is critical to help com-
munities or regions or whole countries recover
from devastating natural or man-made events.

But global emergencies come in other forms
as well—including environmental emergencies
such as oil or chemical spills or other similar
occurrences. They may not have the imme-
diate impact on people of homes destroyed in
an earthquake or of crops lost to drought. But
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by polluting waterways, killing fish or other
species, or contaminating the air, water, or
land, environmental disasters can have dev-
astating effects on the health and well-being of
people, wildlife, and ecosystems.

So, wherever they occur, environmental
emergencies have the potential to affect the
national interests of the United States. And
our government—including our  military
forces—should have the same ability to re-
spond as in the case of other emergencies.

Current law authorizes the Department of
Defense to use its funds for the transport of
humanitarian relief, allowing U.S. military per-
sonnel to help provide foreign countries with
emergency assistance such as helicopter
transport, temporary water supplies, and road
and bridge repair. For example, U.S. military
personnel were part of the U.S. response to
Hurricane Mitch in Central America and to this
year’s earthquakes in El Salvador and India.

But when it comes to environmental emer-
gencies, under current law the military now
has less ability to help. Those are the situa-
tions that are addressed by the bill | am intro-
ducing today.

The International Environmental Defense
Act would fill a gap in current law so U.S. mili-
tary transport could be used not only for hu-
manitarian, but also for environmental emer-
gencies. The bill does not require that this be
done—but it would authorize the Defense De-
partment to do so, just as current law author-
izes but does not require the transport of hu-
manitarian assistance to respond to other
emergencies.

As an illustration of the limitations of the
current law, consider a recent case about
which | have first-hand knowledge.

Earlier this year, as all our colleagues will
recall, there was a very serious oil spill in the
Pacific Ocean that threatened to contaminate
the Galapagos Islands. The government of Ec-
uador and people everywhere were very con-
cerned that this could imperil the world-famous
wildlife of the islands and the rest of that
unique ecosystem. They hastened to organize
a response.

As part of that response, the Ecuadoran
government was in contact with a company in
Colorado that makes a product to absorb oil
from sea water. But complications arose, and
the company contacted my office to see if we
could help resolve them.

As we explored the situation, we learned
that while the government of Ecuador was in-
terested in acquiring the Colorado company’s
product, they also wanted to arrange for the
United States to transport it to Ecuador by
military aircraft, because that would be quicker
and cheaper than other alternatives. But when
we contacted the Defense Department to see
if there was a possibility that it could be ar-
ranged, we learned about the limitations of
current law. In short, we learned that while
military transport might be possible to provide
humanitarian relief, that option was not avail-
able to respond to an environmental emer-
gency.

The bill | am introducing today would
change that—not by requiring the military to
provide transport in such a case, but by pro-
viding that option in case the U.S. government
should decide it would be appropriate.

So, Mr. Speaker, this is not a far-reaching
bill. But | think it would provide useful authority
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for our country to respond to environmental
problems that, ultimately, can affect us and
the rest of the world.

———

PAYING TRIBUTE TO RYAN MIL-
LER, RECIPIENT OF THE HOBEY
BAKER AWARD

HON. MIKE ROGERS

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 23, 2001

Mr. ROGERS of Michigan. Mr. Speaker, |
rise to honor the accomplishments of Ryan
Miller of East Lansing, Michigan, for being
named the top college hockey player in Amer-
ica in 2001. Ryan Miller, a Michigan State Uni-
versity sophomore, received the Hobey Baker
Award, only the second time in history a goal-
ie has earned this prestigious honor.

Ryan’s brilliant 2001 season included lead-
ing the nation in four key statistical categories,
the most spectacular being 10 shutouts in 39
games, bringing him to an NCAA career
record with 18 shutouts as goalie for the MSU
Spartans. Ryan also was named CCHA De-
fensive Player of the Week five times during
the regular season.

Born and raised in East Lansing, the home
of MSU, Ryan comes from a hockey family.
His grandfather, father, uncle and five cousins
all played hockey for the Spartans, and a
cousin, Kip Miller, won the Hobey in 1990. In
addition to his hockey legacy, Ryan also de-
serves recognition for his academic achieve-
ments both in high school and at MSU.

| urge my colleagues in the U.S. House of
Representatives to join me in congratulating
Mr. Ryan Miller for his achievements, in par-
ticular for receiving the Hobey Baker Award.
We wish him well in his future endeavors.

TRIBUTE TO MR. TOM SCHEPERS

HON. BETTY McCOLLUM

OF MINNESOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 23, 2001

Ms. McCOLLUM. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
in celebration of the tremendous achievement
by a constituent of mine from South St. Paul,
Minnesota, Mr. Tom Schepers.

Last November, on Veterans’ Day, the
Washington, D.C. area welcomed Tom
Schepers, as he completed his 5-month, 3,300
mile run in support of the World War Il Vet-
erans  Memorial. Beginning at Camp
Pendelton, California on D-Day, June 6th,
2000, Mr. Schepers covered 25 miles a day,
6 days a week through the Mojave Desert,
thin Rocky Mountain air and other extreme
conditions. This was no ordinary run. While
many Americans would struggle to complete
even a single day of such an exhaustive jour-
ney, Mr. Schepers completed it while carrying
an American flag and a POW/MIA flag on a
10-foot flagpole as well as a 10 Ib weight belt,
representing the emotional weight borne by
the World War Il Veterans for over 50 years.

Mr. Schepers heroic story is a tribute to the
will and determination of our nation’s Vet-
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erans. A decorated Vietnam Marine Veteran,
earning the Purple Heart and Bronze Star, Mr.
Schepers was shot through the leg and foot
while saving a fallen comrade. He was not ex-
pected to ever walk again, let alone run. But
through commitment, sheer determination and
pushing himself to his physical limits, he bat-
tled back to health. Today, he devotes much
of his time assisting ailing Veterans and work-
ing to raise awareness to issues of importance
for all Veterans. He has logged over 3,500
miles while running for both Vietnam, and Ko-
rean War Veterans, in between working as a
registered nurse and keeping-up with his three
grown children, Melissa, Jennifer and Mat-
thew.

Although Mr. Schepers’ story may be news
to many, the plight of our World War Il Vet-
erans is too frequently forgotten. According to
the Veterans of Foreign Wars, of the 16 mil-
lion Americans that served in World War I,
672,000 were injured and 406,000 died. Each
day of freedom we live, we owe to them. Mr.
Schepers’ tribute to this great American gen-
eration is a welcome sight, and one that all
Americans must not take for granted.

As the spouse of a Vietnam Veteran, it is
both a privilege and an honor to recognize Mr.
Schepers for his dedication to our nation’s
Veterans and for his unwavering commitment
to our country. All Veterans deserve our full,
undivided respect and admiration for the sac-
rifices they have made to preserve our free-
dom. Tom Schepers is a hero for his service
as well as for the gratitude he has dem-
onstrated for those who have served our
country.

—————

TRIBUTE TO COACHES VS. CANCER
FUNDRAISERS JULI AND JIM
BOEHEIM

HON. JAMES T. WALSH

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 23, 2001

Mr. WALSH. Mr. Speaker, seven years ago,
a group of NCAA basketball coaches gathered
to create Coaches vs. Cancer, an effort dedi-
cated to reducing the risk of cancer in youth
and raising funds to assist in the research, pa-
tient services, advocacy, and prevention pro-
grams of the American Cancer Society. Since
its inception, Coaches vs. Cancer, now a for-
malized partnership between the National As-
sociation of Basketball Coaches and the
American Cancer Society, has raised millions
of dollars nationally.

In Central New York, Syracuse University
Men’s Basketball Coach Jim Boeheim began
his longtime involvement in the effort during
the 1995-1996 season. In its first year of ex-
istence, Coach Boeheim’s group raised a
record for first year programs nationally and
finished second in local contribution totals
across the country. In its second season, the
Syracuse program became the national effort’s
largest local fundraiser, an honor the Central
New York program holds even to this day.
Coach Boeheim currently serves as National
Chair of the Coaches vs. Cancer Council.

In addition to Coach Boeheim’s advocacy
and support, the Syracuse chapter owes its
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success to the work of Juli Boeheim. Since
beginning her involvement, Juli Boeheim has
chaired numerous fundraising and public
awareness events, including creating the
Coaches vs. Cancer Basket Ball Black Tie
Gala, which has netted over $350,000 over
the past two years. Both Jim and Juli Boeheim
have traveled regionally and nationally on be-
half of the organization and assist in recruiting
additional coaches and their spouses to be-
come involved. They have filmed public serv-
ice announcements, made numerous hospital
visits, and attended dozens of public aware-
ness events on behalf of the organization.

Jim and Juli Boeheim’s leadership has al-
lowed the Syracuse University Coaches vs.
Cancer program to raise close to $2 million for
the local programming of the American Cancer
Society. As the Home Builders Association of
Central New York prepares to honor the
Boeheims for their longtime work at its annual
Parade of Homes Preview Party on May 31st,
it is my privilege to recognize Jim and Juli
Boeheim for their leadership—on both a na-
tional and local level—within the Coaches vs.
Cancer organization.

———

TRIBUTE TO MR. IRV REFKIN

HON. DUNCAN HUNTER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 23, 2001

Mr. HUNTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize a good friend from the San Diego
area, Mr. Irv Refkin. Irv will be celebrating his
80th birthday next month and | wanted to take
this time to say congratulations.

Irv has lived in Coronado for 20 years and
has always been a great supporter of the San
Diego community and all its causes. He has
never been afraid to speak his mind and when
you ask his opinion, you better be prepared to
get it.

For five decades, Irv has been involved with
the U.S. Navy and several aspects of ship-
building and repair. Since 1976, Irv has been
President of Pacific Defense Systems, a very
important ship repair company in National
City, California, where he is responsible for all
operations. Throughout his service, | can al-
ways count on Irv to come up with innovative
ideas that help the little guys.

I enjoy working and knowing Irv. He is a
world traveler, having just returned from a trip
to South Africa, Rome and Madrid, knows how
to enjoy fine dining, and is a tremendous
asset to the San Diego community. Happy
80th birthday Irv.

———
HONORING THE 60TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF ROY AND FERN
BARNES
HON. KEN BENTSEN
OF TEXAS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, May 23, 2001

Mr. BENTSEN. Mr. Speaker, | rise to con-
gratulate Roy and Fern Barnes of Pasadena,
Texas as they celebrate their 60th Wedding
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