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We are hemorrhaging. Our seniors 

should not have to choose between 
electricity and food. Our schools and 
factories should not have to suffer or 
close their doors. 

This is about children in San 
Bernardino crosswalks. This is about 
protecting jobs, having the lights 
turned on. This is about working fami-
lies. This is about individuals who are 
suffering because President Bush has 
failed to take on the responsibilities. 

It was said earlier that it was Gov-
ernor Gray Davis. No, deregulation was 
started by Pete Wilson who actually 
had the State of California deregulate. 
We are suffering because the Repub-
lican Party thought there would be 
enough energy. We do not have the en-
ergy. We need the President to step up 
to the plate. A tax cut will not make 
up for the skyrocketing bills. Let us 
put on a price cap. 

f 

FUTURE HOLDS EXPLODING 
EXPENDITURES AND DEFICITS 

(Mr. HOYER asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, in 1981, we 
ushered in a decade of profligate spend-
ing and exploding deficits. In 1990, we 
passed a budget bill that was tough and 
it helped bring down those deficits and 
bring us a surplus. In 1993, we took an-
other action which was tough and 
helped bring down those deficits and 
create the surpluses. In 1997, in a bipar-
tisan way, we passed a bill that was 
tough and helped bring down deficits 
and create surpluses. We now wait on a 
conference report that will again, as we 
did 20 years ago, usher in a decade of 
exploding expenditures and exploding 
deficits. That is irresponsible. 

We passed a personal bankruptcy bill 
that said we expected each citizen of 
America to be personally responsible. 
Mr. Speaker, it is equally important 
that we be collectively responsible and 
reject this bad policy for America. 

f 

PRESIDENT BUSH SHOULD STOP 
SUPPORTING BIG OIL AND SUP-
PORT THE AMERICAN PEOPLE 

(Mr. DEFAZIO asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. DEFAZIO. Mr. Speaker, the 
chairman of the Federal Energy Regu-
latory Commission, hand-picked by 
President George Bush, Mr. Hebert, has 
chosen to turn a blind eye toward the 
price gouging and market manipula-
tion which is enriching a few huge en-
ergy companies, several of which hap-
pen to be based in Houston, Texas, at 
the expense of tens of millions of peo-
ple in the Western United States. 

It is not only Californians who are 
suffering. We are paying a higher aver-

age price in the wholesale market in 
Oregon and Washington than they are 
in California, and it is not necessary. It 
is manipulated. 

Let us look at one company, Reliant 
Power. Profits up by 1,800 percent in 
one year. Is that not grand, from $27 
million to $482 million. But on Sunday, 
the San Francisco Chronicle revealed 
that they are blatantly manipulating 
the market. They have phone lines be-
tween their traders and their trade 
rooms and their plant operators in 
California, and when the price of en-
ergy drops, they shut the plants off and 
turn the lights out. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
time of the gentleman has expired. 

Mr. DEFAZIO. And then when the 
price skyrockets, they turn them back 
on. They are destroying the plants, 
they are destroying the economy, and 
the Bush administration and their 
hand-picked chair of the Federal En-
ergy Regulatory Commission are refus-
ing to take the actions required under 
the law to stop unjust and unreason-
able price gouging and market manipu-
lation. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
time of the gentleman has expired. 

Mr. DEFAZIO. It is past time for the 
Bush administration to stop supporting 
the energy companies and support the 
American people. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair would appreciate it if the Mem-
bers would abide by the 1-minute time 
limit. 

f 

FERC MUST INSTITUTE PRICE 
CAPS 

(Ms. LEE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, at a time 
when my home State of California and 
more and more States in this country 
are dealing with the most severe en-
ergy crisis in the past several decades, 
I believe it is really the height of irre-
sponsibility to pass huge tax cuts for 
the very wealthy while, at the same 
time, not even providing any assist-
ance in the budget for the Low-Income 
Home Energy Assistance Program. 
Also, cutting funding for renewable en-
ergy research and also neglecting to 
get a national energy policy in place to 
help consumers. This is the height of 
irresponsibility. 

The LIHEAP program helps low-in-
come Americans pay their utility bills. 
It is severely underfunded, so we must 
fight for an increase in LIHEAP fund-
ing this year for our senior citizens and 
our low-income residents. 

Finally, this energy crisis has gotten 
so bad that many of our California 

State legislators and the city of Oak-
land have joined together to file a law-
suit to make sure that the Federal En-
ergy Regulatory Commission establish 
just and reasonable prices. It is uncon-
scionable that the price gouging con-
tinues to go on, and that our residents 
in California are going to face a very 
serious hot summer. 

Mr. Speaker, we must move forward 
with price caps. We must insist that 
our Federal Government insist that the 
FERC do this, and we must do this 
right away. 

f 

BLIND CHOICES 
(Mr. OWENS asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. OWENS. Mr. Speaker, the spirit 
of Tiananmen Square, blind and ex-
treme, has invaded decisions about en-
ergy policies in California. The same 
spirit of the tanks in Tiananmen 
Square has invaded the latest decisions 
with respect to Vieques in Puerto Rico. 
Both the Navy and a Federal judge are 
blindly pursuing a policy which rules 
out the choices of the people, refuses to 
recognize the choices of the people, and 
have resorted to measures like putting 
people in jail for 90 days. 

One New York leader, Al Sharpton, 
has now been sentenced to 90 days in 
jail in Puerto Rico, and several other 
political leaders have been sentenced 
to 40 days in jail. 

b 1030 
This kind of extremism will only 

make martyrs of people and also will 
call for an invasion of Vieques. The 
Navy does not need Vieques that badly. 
We should listen to the will of the peo-
ple, not have a blind eye similar to the 
tanks that rolled over the will of the 
people at Tiananmen Square. 

Mr. Speaker, judges have done 
enough harm also in this generation 
and should stop seeking their 15 min-
utes of fame. This judge is wrong. 
These sentences are wrong. Vieques 
should be set free. 

f 

RISE IN ENERGY PRICES 
(Mr. WELLER asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. WELLER. Mr. Speaker, I have 
been enjoying some of the rhetoric I 
have been hearing from some of my 
friends on the other side of the aisle 
today. Clearly, when it comes to a rise 
in energy prices, the policies of my 
friends on the left side of the aisle is 
very simple, and that is called pass the 
buck. 

They talk about the California en-
ergy crisis. Who has been in charge in 
California? A Democratic governor, a 
Democratic State legislature. Who pre-
vented the power plants from being 
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