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and religious leaders in the greater Milwaukee
area, Jack has worked to move our commu-
nity from awareness of issues such as poverty
and discrimination to a platform of action.

Jack’s service to Milwaukee and Wisconsin
dates back to the 1960s when he founded the
Center for Community Concerns and served
as its executive director in Racine in 1968. In
the '70s he was appointed to then-Governor
Patrick Lucey’s Task Force on Offender Reha-
bilitation and the Task Force on the Metropoli-
tan Problem. Jack’s work and his potential
were recognized in 1971 when he was named
one of “Five Outstanding Young Men in Wis-
consin” by the Wisconsin Jaycees.

In an effort to seek global solutions to
human rights issues, Jack took a five-month
sabbatical traveling alone throughout Africa,
including South Africa and Kenya, and South
America. He made important connections with
leaders in each country and village he visited
and worked with them to increase under-
standing and dialogue among people of dif-
ferent faiths from diverse races and cultures.

Jack brought those lessons back to the
states. In 1982, he joined the staff of the Inter-
faith Conference as program Director in 1982,
and was appointed vicar for human concerns
for the Milwaukee Archdiocese in 1987. In
1989, Jack was named Executive Director for
Interfaith, where he has expanded the pres-
ence of the Conference in the Milwaukee com-
munity, strengthened relationships internally
and externally, and re-affirmed the dedication
of the Conference for staff and its many volun-
teers.

The greater Milwaukee community will ac-
knowledge Jack’s contributions by honoring
him with the 2001 Social Justice Award from
the Archdiocese of Milwaukee (5/01), and the
2001 Annual Philip E. Lerman Racial Justice
Award from the YMCA (6/01).

Jack and his wife Lucia will continue to live
in Milwaukee, and will continue to address
issues of social and economic justice in de-
fense of human dignity. | rise to commend
Jack Murtaugh for his commitment to justice
for all and for years of work to create compas-
sionate care for those in need.

———

TRIBUTE TO NATIONAL TAP
DANCE DAY

HON. JOHN CONYERS, JR.

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, May 25, 2001

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Speaker, tap dancing is
widely recognized as America’s only original
form of dance, yet for years it has been in
danger of becoming a lost art. | introduced a
resolution that established each May 25, as
National Tap Dance Day on September 15,
1988. As a result, people have been coming
together to celebrate tap dancing through both
performance and study and examine the in-
credible contributions made by legendary
dancers such as Howard “Sandman” Sims,
the Nicholas Brothers and contemporary danc-
ers such as Gregory Hines.

| chose May 25, as National Tap Dance Day
because it is was the birthday of Bill
“Bojangles” Robinson. Mr. Robinson is cred-
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ited with bringing this unique art form to per-
fection. Moreover, he was genuinely talented
and well known worldwide for his work in mov-
ies and contributions to the art of tap dancing
on both stage and film.

Tap dancing has had an influence on other
types of American art, including music, vaude-
ville, Broadway musical theater, and film as
well as other dance forms. Presently, Savion
Glover is the new young star of the tap danc-
ing profession. He is the youngest man ever
to be nominated for a Tony award for his per-
formance. Savion has appeared with Gregory
Hines and Tommy Tune on television in,
Dance in America: Tap! He has also served
as an inspiration for other young tap artists
like the actor Dulé Hill. However, if tap is not
encouraged, it runs the risk of losing its pop-
ular support. Unless we continue our efforts to
preserve tap, we are in danger of losing an art
form that is an uniquely American creation.

By passing the resolution designating May
25 as National Tap Dance Day, we in Con-
gress have focused national attention on this
great art form. Moreover, people around the
country have come to better appreciate tap as
an important part of our cultural heritage. | am
pleased to know that the enactment of Na-
tional Tap Dance Day and its annual celebra-
tion has served to increase public recognition,
and support not only in this country but inter-
nationally as well.

———————

EMILY CIAK HONORED FOR ESSAY
ON FREEDOM

HON. PAUL E. KANJORSKI

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, May 25, 2001

Mr. KANJORSKI. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to commend Emily Ciak, a senior at Northwest
Area High School in my district, for an essay
on freedom that she composed for the VFW’s
Voice of Democracy program. For this out-
standing essay, Emily placed first at the local
level in VFW Anthracite Post 283 of Kingston,
first place in the District 11 competition and
fourth overall in the Department of Pennsyl-
vania finals held in Harrisburg.

| would also like to thank Al Long, a mem-
ber of Post 283 and chairman of the legislative
committee of the Pennsylvania VFW, for bring-
ing Emily’s essay to my attention.

| am pleased to call Emily’s fine work to the
attention of the House of Representatives, and
| wish her all the best in her future endeavors.

Mr. Speaker, at this time, | would like to in-
sert a copy of this essay into the CONGRES-
SIONAL RECORD so that others may read and
be inspired by it as well:

I wake up in the morning to an alarm
clock. I will then proceed to shower, eat
breakfast, and go to school. After school I
usually attend an athletic practice, drama
practice, youth group band practice, youth
group, or even a club meeting. On weekends
I work as a grocery store cashier, and I at-
tend church. If T have time throughout my
week, I will hang out with friends, talk on
the phone, or go on the Internet. What,
you’re probably asking, is my point?

Well, the big problem with my life and the
life of most young Americans today is that
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we simply take our lives’ freedoms for grant-
ed. I don’t think about school as a privilege.
I don’t think about athletics as something
that I'm blessed to be involved in. I don’t
even always think of church as an example
of freedom. Why is this?

According to Webster’s dictionary, ‘‘price
always implies that an article is for sale;
what a man will not sell he declines to put
a price on.” Think about that for a second. A
price is only on something that is for sale.
Well, if it’s for sale it must be bought, right?

This is our problem. This is the missing
link. We tend to forget that our freedom was
bought for us. We tend to disregard the im-
portance of the Revolutionary War, the War
of 1812, the World Wars, the Korean War, and
the Vietnam War. We forget that freedom is
not something that every human being is
given automatically at birth. Freedom is
something that needs to be bought, most
times by lives. Freedom is for sale, but it is
something that is not easily placed on the
market.

As I go through each day, I hardly ever
stop to think why I am privileged to be an
American. I take it for granted that I have
food on the table, a public education, and the
freedom to do with my life as I choose. I
think this is something I should change. It is
something that Americans need to change.
We need to stop our busy lives for a second
and start thinking about this price of free-
dom.

Men and women served our country to
make it into the place it is now. They fought
for our country, and won for our country.
Even today we still have veterans alive that
have gone through the war. They know what
it’s like to be a true patriot, loyal to our
country. They know what it’s like to see
their friends dying in battle next to them.
They know what it feels like to have their
freedom at risk. We, as the ones who do not
know of a life without freedom, need to start
appreciating our veterans and start appre-
ciating our war heroes of both the past and
present. We need to recognize how precious
our freedom is and how at any given second
it could be snatched from our hands. We need
to give credit where credit is due and stop
forgetting that life is a gift.

Now if our freedom was bought for a price,
and this price was war and death, then
wouldn’t it be great if our freedom was for-
ever? If something is bought for a price, it
can just as easily be given away or re-sold.
Considering that our freedom could be
snatched away from us brings up an impor-
tant responsibility issue. We, as citizens of
the United States of America, have the re-
sponsibility to make sure our freedom will
last. We need to make every effort to stand
up for ourselves in the times of danger. We
need to take action when our freedom is in
jeopardy and we have to remember how pre-
cious our freedom really is.

Just as easily as a priced item can be re-
sold or given away, it can also just as easily
be preserved and kept by one owner for a
very long time and passed on from genera-
tion to generation in his/her family line.
This, America, correlates with our own duty
regarding freedom. We must pass on this gift
of freedom that our previous generations
have fought for and that our present genera-
tions are now preserving for us and for our
future generations. We need to teach the
younger generations about the importance of
our freedom and about the importance of its
preservation. Just as freedom is not a birth-
right, it is also not something that American
babies being born today, or at any other
time, automatically recognize as a gift to
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