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to officially honor our service members and
our veterans:

Veterans Day is set aside to honor those
who have served in our nation’s wars. But is
only one day.

On Memorial Day we pay our respects to
those who have given that ‘“‘last full measure
of devotion”. Again, one day.

Armed Forces Day is dedicated to those
currently serving in uniform. One day. And,
because it is not a national holiday, most
people don’t know the date of Armed Forces
Day.

I want you to know that many Americans
do appreciate you every day. They don’t need
a holiday to do it. So, let me express grati-
tude to you personally, and on behalf of the
American people, for all that you do, and all
that you have done. And, let me ask you as
senior leaders to do your part to show grati-
tude. Let me tell you why: The difference be-
tween keeping someone in uniform and los-
ing them might just be an encouraging word
at the right time. So, when you go out to
your next assignments, and that junior offi-
cer or that young NCO puts in those extra
hours, or does something that makes you
look good, take the time to express your
gratitude. Let them know how much they
are appreciated.

Thank you and God bless you.

————

A TRIBUTE TO TOP STUDENT HIS-
TORIANS FROM BISHOP, CALI-
FORNIA

HON. JERRY LEWIS

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 12, 2001

Mr. LEWIS of California. Mr. Speaker, |
would like to bring to your attention the out-
standing accomplishments three student histo-
rians who are protégées of retired teacher
Irene Sorensen of Bishop, California. Working
with Mrs. Sorensen on independent study as-
signments, eighth graders Lauren Pollini and
Kristen Kamei, and 10th grader Patrick Koske-
McBride won a place on the California team at
the National History Day competition at the
University of Maryland this week. The com-
petition involved students from across the
United States who submitted projects on this
years theme: “Frontiers in History: People,
Places, Ideas.”

Lauren and Kristen qualified for the national
competition by first winning California State
History Day competitions at the county and
state levels. Their exhibit, entited “An Edu-
cation Frontier: Assimilation Through Edu-
cation: An Owens Valley Paiute Experience,”
won the state junior group exhibit category.
This is Lauren’s second trip to the National
History Day competition—she was a finalist
last year in the Junior Historical Paper com-
petition.

This is also Patrick’s second trip to National
History Day. The Bishop Union High School
student qualified for the national competition
this year with a historical paper titled “Genet-
ics Genesis: How the Double Helix Trans-
formed the World.” He also wrote his project
independently of his regular classroom work.

The outstanding accomplishments  of
Lauren, Kristen and Patrick were undoubtedly
guided by the leadership of her teacher, Mrs.

EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

Irene Sorensen. Irene is a past winner of the
Richard Farrell Award from the National His-
tory Day as the 1996 Teacher of Merit.

Irene retired last year month after 19 years
of teaching at Home Street School and lead-
ing students to statewide and national recogni-
tion, but agreed this year to work with her
former students on their projects. The town of
Bishop, and Home Street School are 200
miles from the closest university library or
other academic research facility. Yet under
Irene’s direction, Bishop students have won at
the state level and qualified for National His-
tory Day nine times during the 13 years of
History Day competition. Clearly, the dedica-
tion of teachers like Irene Sorensen make our
public school system the finest in the world.

Mr. Speaker, | ask that you join me and our
colleagues in recognizing Lauren Pollini,
Kristen Kamei and Patrick Koske-McBride for
their fine accomplishment. I'd also like to com-
mend Irene Sorensen for her fine leadership
and her devotion to such remarkable edu-
cational standards. Students like Lauren,
Kristen and Patrick and instructors like Irene
set a fine example for us all and it is only ap-
propriate that the House pay tribute to them all
today.

———

SIKHS REMEMBER ATTACK ON
THE GOLDEN TEMPLE, THEIR
MOST SACRED SHRINE

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS

OF NEW YORK
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Tuesday, June 12, 2001

Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, in June 1984,
the Indian government attacked the Golden
Temple in Amritsar, the holiest shrine of the
Sikh religion. Attacking the Golden Temple is
the equivalent of attacking Mecca or the Vati-
can. It is a great affront to the Sikh Nation. As
the Sikh martyr Jarnail Singh Bhindranwale,
who was killed in the Golden Temple, said, “If
the Indian government attacks the Golden
Temple, it will lay the foundation of Khalistan,”
the name of the independent Sikh homeland
which declared its independence on October
7,1987.

This attack included the desecration of the
Sikh holy scriptures, the Guru Granth Sahib,
which they shot with bullets. Young Sikh boys
were murdered. How can a democratic coun-
try commit this atrocity?

On June 2, Sikhs from around the East
Coast demonstrated in protest of the Golden
Temple massacre. Sikhs came from Philadel-
phia, Baltimore, Miami, and other places on
the East Coast. They let it be known that the
Sikhs still remember their martyrs and that the
flame of freedom still burns in their hearts.

This launched a wave of violence which has
killed over 250,000 Sikhs since 1984. In a new
report, India is quoted as admitting that it held
over 52,000 Sikh political prisoners without
charge or trial. India has also killed more than
200,000 Christians in Nagaland and engaged
in a wave of terror against them since Christ-
mas 1998. Over 75,000 Kashmiri Muslims
have died at the hands of the Indian govern-
ment, as well as thousands of people from
Assam, Manipur, and Tamil people, and Dalits
(the dark-skinned “untouchables.”)
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America should not accept this kind of activ-
ity from a country that calls itself democratic.
We should cut off aid to India until it allows full
human rights for every citizen within its bor-
ders and we should support self-determination
for all the peoples and nations of South Asia,
such as the people of Khalistan, Kashmir,
Nagalim, and others.

Mr. Speaker, | submit the Council of
Khalistan’s very informative press release on
the June 2 demonstration into the RECORD.

SIKHS OBSERVE KHALISTAN MARTYRS DAY

INDIAN ATTACK ON GOLDEN TEMPLE LAID
FOUNDATION OF KHALISTAN

Washington, D.C., June 2, 2001.—Sikhs of
the East Coast gathered in Washington, D.C.
today to observe Khalistan Martyrs Day.
This is the anniversary of the Indian govern-
ment’s brutal military attack on the Golden
Temple, the Sikh Nation’s holiest shrine,
and 38 other Sikh temples throughout Pun-
jab. More than 20,000 Sikhs were Kkilled in
those attacks, known as Operation Bluestar.
These martyrs laid down their lives to lay
the foundation for Khalistan. On October 7,
1987, the Sikh Nation declared its homeland,
Khalistan, independent.

“We thank all the demonstrators who
came to this important protest,” said Dr.
Gurmit Singh Aulakh, President of the
Council Khalistan. “We must remind the In-
dian government that Sikhs will never forget
or forgive the Golden Temple desecration
and the sacrifice the Sikh martyrs made for
our freedom. These martyrs gave their lives
so that the Sikh Nation could live in free-
dom,” Dr. Aulakh said. ‘“We salute them on
Khalistan Martyrs’ Day,” he said. ‘““‘As Sant
Bhindranwale said, the Golden Temple at-
tack laid the foundation of Khalistan.”

The Golden Temple attack launched a
campaign of genocide against the Sikhs that
continues to this day. This genocide belies
India’s claims that it is a democracy. The
Golden Temple attack made it clear that
there is no place for Sikhs in India.

“Without political power nations perish.
We must always remember these martyrs for
their sacrifice,” Dr. Aulakh said. ‘““The best
tribute to these martyrs would be the libera-
tion of the Sikh homeland Punjab,
Khalistan, from the occupying Indian
forces,”” he said.

Over 50,000 Sikh political prisoners are rot-
ting in Indian jails without charge or trial.
Many have been in illegal custody since 1984.
Since 1984, India has engaged in a campaign
of ethnic cleansing in which thousands of
Sikhs are murdered by Indian police and se-
curity forces and secretly cremated. The In-
dian Supreme Court described this campaign
as ‘“‘worse than a genocide.” General
Narinder Singh has said, ‘“‘Punjab is a police
state.” U.S. Congressman Dana Rohrabacher
has said that for Sikhs, Kashmiri Muslims,
and other minorities ‘‘India might as well be
Nazi Germany.”’

A report issued last month by the Move-
ment Against State Repression (MASR)
shows that India admitted that it held 52,268
political prisoners under the repressive ‘‘Ter-
rorist and Disruptive Activities Act”
(TADA). These prisoners continue to be held
under TADA even though it expired in 1995.
Persons arrested under TADA are routinely
re-arrested upon their release. Cases were
routinely registered against Sikh activists
under TADA in states other than Punjab to
give the police an excuse to continue holding
them. The MASR report quotes the Punjab
Civil Magistracy as writing ‘‘if we add up the
figures of the last few years the number of
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