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We look forward to working with our col-
leagues to enhance distance learning opportu-
nities by moving expeditiously with consider-
ation of the bill.

————

A PROCLAMATION RECOGNIZING
DR. FREDERICK SEITZ

HON. JOHN E. PETERSON

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 12, 2001

Mr. PETERSON of Pennsylvania. Mr.
Speaker, on behalf of a number of my col-
leagues in the House and myself, | rise today
in tribute to the person and life of an eminent
American scientist, Dr. Frederick Seitz, and in
celebration of his ninetieth birthday. We also
honor Dr. Seitz for his many contributions to
science and society.

Born July 4, 1911, physicist Frederick Seitz
is still a leader in defending America’s sci-
entific integrity. He graduated from Stanford
University and in 1934 earned his PhD at
Princeton. Besides teaching and conducting
research at several universities and General
Electric Corporation, he served as President of
the National Academy of Sciences and as
President of Rockefeller University. He au-
thored seven, including two premier textbooks.

During World War Il, he served as advisor
for the War Department and as member of the
National Defense Research Committee. He
has advised NATO as well as several Federal
agencies, including the departments of State
and Defense, NASA, the Navy and Air Force,
the Office of Technology Assessment, the Se-
lective Service System and the Smithsonian.
Additionally, Dr. Seitz has served on the
Boards, often as chairman or director, of nu-
merous corporations and universities. He
holds 31 honorary doctorate degrees and 16
major international awards.

Perhaps Dr. Seitz is most recognized by
many today as a pioneer in solid state physics
and the physics of metals—a cornerstone in
the basic science leading to the modern silcon
chip revolution that has touched and changed
the lives of millions for the better.

Mr. Speaker, the British philosopher and
mathematician, Bertrant Russell, wrote: “In
science men have discovered an activity of
the very highest value in which they are no
longer, as in art, dependent for progress upon
the appearance of continually greater genius,
for in science the successors stand upon the
shoulders of their predecessors; where one
man of supreme genius has invented a meth-
od, a thousand lesser men can apply it.” It is
our considered opinion that Mr. Russell had in
mind men like Dr. Frederick Seitz. However,
Dr. Seitz is not only a man of supreme genius,
but also one of superior honor and goodness.

Congratulations, Dr. Seitz, on your 90th

birthday, and a greatful nation and its people
say, “Thank you.”

EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS
IN HONOR OF EARL WILLIAMS

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 12, 2001

Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, | rise in honor of
Earl Williams. Earl is a deeply devoted man,
both to his community of East New York as
well as to his church. Mr. Williams has been
a leading Brooklyn community activist and
civic leader for the last 30 years.

Earl Williams has been married to his wife,
Ruth, for 39 years. He and Ruth are the par-
ents of two children, Jacqueline Denise and
Mark, and have one grandchild, Marissa. Mr.
Williams and his wife are both communicants
of St. Laurence Roman Catholic Church where
Earl serves in the ministry of hospitality.

A native of the Republic of Panama, Earl
journeyed to the United States as a young
man and served in the United States Air
Force. He holds a degree from the College of
San Mateo, California in Business Administra-
tion with a specialization in Public Affairs. De-
veloping an interest in housing needs, Mr. Wil-
liams attended New York University’s Real Es-
tate Institute as well as the National Housing
Center Institute in Washington, D.C. He is a
Certified Manager of Housing, an Accredited
Residential Manager, and a Licensed Real Es-
tate agent in the State of New York.

Earl is currently serving as the Chairman of
Community Planning Board 5. He was recently
elected Democratic State Committeeman for
the 40th Assembly District. As a Lions Club
member, he has served as the District Gov-
ernor for Brooklyn and Queens and has
fundraised for multiple charities. He is also a
former member of the 75th Precinct Commu-
nity Council as well as the Panamanian Coun-
cil of New York.

He has been recognized extensively for his
devotion to East New York. As Director of
Starrett Information Technology and Education
Center, he has provided computer training for
his community. For his devotion, Mr. Williams
is the recipient of a Presidential Medal, three
Presidential Leadership Awards and is also
the recipient of a Melvin Jones Fellowship.
The City of New York and the New York State
Senate have also recognized his contributions.

Mr. Speaker, Earl Williams has devoted his
life to serving his community and his church.
As such, he is more than worthy of receiving
our recognition today. | hope that all of my col-
leagues will join me in honoring this truly re-
markable man.

ALL WARS VETERANS’ MEMORIAL

HON. DOUG OSE

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 12, 2001

Mr. OSE. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to honor
the West Sacramento Veterans of Foreign
Wars Post No. 8762 for establishing an All
Wars Veterans’ Memorial in West Sac-
ramento, California. After several years of
hard work and planning, the Veterans of For-
eign Wars Post No. 8762 established a Vet-

June 12, 2001

eran’s Plaza on the City of West Sacramento’s
scenic riverfront as a tribute to the hundreds
of thousands of America’s military veterans
who have served their country during all its
wars. | am pleased to report that June 16,
2001 will mark the completion of the first-ever
all wars veterans’ memorial in the city of West
Sacramento. | commend VFW Post No. 8762
for their dedication to serving our veterans, in
addition to their constant vigilance in remem-
bering America’s Prisoners of War/Missing in
Action veterans.

———

INTRODUCTION OF A BILL TO
HELP OUR MILITARY INSTALLA-
TIONS BECOME MORE EFFICIENT
BY FACILITATING THE PRIVAT-
IZATION OF DEPARTMENT OF
DEFENSE WATER AND WASTE-
WATER UTILITIES

HON. SAM JOHNSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 12, 2001

Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
today | am joined by Representative MATSUI in
the introduction of an important piece of legis-
lation to help our military installations become
more efficient by opening up their water and
wastewater installations to competition. This
legislation will allow the Department of De-
fense to use these savings to accomplish their
main mission, protecting our nation.

In 1998, Congress realized that an innova-
tive and more efficient system was needed to
rid the Department of huge backlogs in their
capital infrastructure and to free up funding for
meeting readiness and procurement needs.
Specifically, the Strom Thurmond Defense Au-
thorization Act directed the military to
outsource the operation of its water and
wastewater utilities.

The intention of the program is to have a
private contractor take control of the facility
and be solely responsible for its operations.
The Government would then repay these
costs over the term of the contract in the form
of utility rates.

Unfortunately our tax code has kept these
important savings from happening. Existing
law requires the Internal Revenue Service to
subject this transfer to the so-called “Contribu-
tion In Aid of Construction”—or CIAC—tax on
the full replacement value of the system. This
federal transfer tax is paid by the DoD and it
amounts to a circular transfer of money with
no net benefit to the U.S. Government.

Not only does the CIAC penalize competi-
tion and efficiency, it also discriminates
against new entrants into the water and
wastewater market. Through guidelines crafted
for an out-of-date system, the tax code cur-
rently only exempts traditional water and
wastewater providers from this CIAC tax. This
uneven application creates a huge distortion
and will likely discourage many potential pri-
vate sector bidders to operate the DoD’s sys-
tems. Without robust competition to offer these
services, DoD will never realize the needed
savings intended by the 1998 defense author-
ization bill.

My legislation corrects this tax-code discrep-
ancy among all potential providers. DoD will
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