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Fatherlessness affects our children in
more ways than we can count, pre-
venting our children from fully reach-
ing the potential we know they have
within. While there are millions of fa-
thers who actively support their chil-
dren, there are many others who do not
due to financial or social cir-
cumstances. Many absent fathers are
part of the working poor and may wish
to aid their children but simply cannot
financially.

The goal of the fatherhood resolution
is to promote responsible fatherhood,
the emotional and financial support of
one’s children. In wishing all of God’s
children, all of our Father’s children, a
happy Father’s Day, which is coming
up on Sunday, I wanted to call my col-
leagues’ attention to the promotion of
this effort, of the bill that we have in,
H.R. 1300, which would authorize block
grants to fund programs at the local
and State level, nonprofit organiza-
tions, et cetera.

The Responsible Fatherhood Act of
2001 has already garnered broad bipar-
tisan support in both the House and the
Senate, and I would encourage my col-
leagues to cosponsor this bill to pro-
vide men with the tools and the re-
sources necessary to become respon-
sible fathers.

Mr. Speaker, I offer my Happy Fa-
ther’s Day to you too.

———
MISSILE DEFENSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. HUNTER) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. HUNTER. Mr. Speaker, I thought
I would take the well and talk a little
bit about the hearing that we held
today in the Subcommittee on Military
Research and Development of the
House Committee on Armed Services
concerning the issue of missile defense.

What we did today, Democrats and
Republicans, is talk to General Kadish,
who heads the missile defense program
for this administration, for this Na-
tion; and we talked specifically about
tests: where are we, what have we done,
what works, what does not work, and
where do we need to go.

One thing that General Kadish led
with, which I thought was very impor-
tant for Americans to understand, is
that we have made progress and that
we have accomplished some very im-
portant things for America. The first
one goes back to the Kkilling of 28
Americans in the Desert Storm oper-
ation when Iraqi scud missiles, which
are ballistic missiles, they go about 50
percent faster than a 30.06 bullet, came
in and hit a concentration of American
troops, resulting in 28 deaths. We fired
back as much as we could with the
then Patriot missile system. At the
end of that conflict, we had MIT come
in and analyze whether or not we had
gotten any of those missiles. One of the
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experts from MIT said he did not think
we got any. The Army said they
thought we got about 80 percent, they
were not sure, but that we did have
some problems.

Well, since that time, since the early
1990s, during Desert Storm, we have de-
veloped a missile defense system, now
called PAC-3, the Patriot 3 missile de-
fense system, which can shoot down on
a regular basis, on a consistent basis,
on a reliable basis, those incoming scud
ballistic missiles. We have now had
eight tests, and every one of those
eight tests has intercepted.

I hear a lot of folks talking about
whether or not we can hit a bullet with
a bullet, because it sounds so impos-
sible. Well, a bullet from one of our
Capitol Hill policemen, a 38 bullet, for
example, goes about 1,200, 1,400 feet per
second. A scud missile goes maybe 7,000
feet per second. That is a scud ballistic
missile. So it goes as much as four to
five times as fast as some bullets. And
even if we take a very high velocity
bullet, a big-game rifle or a rifle that
one would use on the battlefield, like a
30.06 that goes about 3,000 feet per sec-
ond, a scud missile even goes about
twice as fast as that bullet.
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And the Patriot missile system that
we fire at that thing, goes in excess of
4,000 feet per second. So both the target
missile, that is the ballistic missile,
and the missile that we shoot up to
knock it down, go faster than a bullet.
And eight times in our tests, we have
successfully hit a bullet with a bullet.

What does that mean. Well, it means
to Americans who are thinking, as
they sit around the breakfast table
with their family and child who may
join the armed services and be sta-
tioned in the Middle East or on the Ko-
rean peninsula, it means that this
country, in response to the missile
threat, working as hard as it can in de-
veloping technology as quickly as pos-
sible, has developed a defense, at least
against these scud missiles that are
being proliferated around the world,
which we are apt to see in a conflict in
the near future.

It means when you have a base camp
with a Marine expeditionary unit filled
with 19- and 20-year-old kids from all of
the farms and cities of this country or
a part of the 101st Air Mobile Brigade
out of Fort Campbell, Kentucky or an
Air Force unit stationed somewhere
enforcing the no-fly zone, it means if
our adversaries launch a ballistic mis-
sile, that is a pretty slow ballistic mis-
sile as they go, but still as fast as a
bullet, if they launch a scud missile at-
tack at that contingent, our PAC-3,
our Patriot 3 system which we are now
in the business of fielding, we have
tested it, would be able to handle that
attack and allow our young men and
women to come home alive.

So we established that. Now, General
Kadish, having established that,
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showed the members of the Committee
on Armed Services the footage of a
number of tests that we have made. He
said, We have missed some; and we
have hit some. He laid out a program
that we need to undertake in the next
5-10 years to develop a capability that
is better and better. We are moving
ahead. We are going to have robust
testing. We are going to defend Amer-
ica.

———

FATHER’S DAY IS ABOUT MORE
THAN PRESENTS

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
IssA). Under a previous order of the
House, the gentlewoman from the Dis-
trict of Columbia (Ms. NORTON) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes.

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, all over
America we are hearing the words,
“Happy Father’s Day.” I come to the
floor this afternoon to remind America
that Father’s Day is about more than
presents. What are the children with-
out fathers to do?

Fully a third of our children in our
country are without fathers, being
raised by one parent, usually a woman.
The numbers are increasing at an
alarming rate. The only thing harder
than raising children is one parent
raising children. Often that is the case
today. If there are one-third of children
without fathers today in the home, in
the African American community that
number is two-thirds.

The results are appalling to family
formation. Chronic joblessness among
black males, disproportionate numbers
in prison which keep family formation
from occurring in the usual way, led
me to search for answers. I have been
involved in a number of activities, and
the most recent was inspired by the
Million Man March in 1995. I was con-
cerned that something concrete should
come out of this march to capture the
energy of almost a million African
American men coming to Washington
to indicate they were going to do some-
thing about reconstruction of their
communities and of black family life
itself.

Yet when they went home and said
what am I to do, well, some in fact
found lots to do. But for the average
unaffiliated black man, there was noth-
ing to capture that energy.

Mr. Speaker, I believe that govern-
ment and business and unions and com-
munities ought to have a response so
that this energy could be used to the
highest and best effect. I conceived the
idea of a commission on black men and
boys that would allow black men and
boys in the District of Columbia to get
together to indicate what to do and
how to do it. Recently we received
funding from the Department of Labor.

This commission, set up in the Dis-
trict of Columbia, will be holding hear-
ings; will identify available sources of
government and community and pri-
vate assistance for black men and boys
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in the District of Columbia; and will
point out what the successes are and
what the needs and gaps are. The point
is it is not another study, ladies and
gentlemen. We know the problem is
acute. This is an opportunity to get
down to brass tacks, tackling one of
the great problems in our country
which is fatherlessness, one-parent
homes in the African American com-
munity, rapidly spreading throughout
the United States.

George Stark, the former Redskins
offensive lineman, is the chair. We
have one of our former police chiefs on
the commission, the president of the
District of Columbia student body, a
high school representative, and other
men in the city who have been involved
in the activities of black men and boys.

The most important manifestation of
the accumulated difficulties of African
American men is the failure to form
families and extraordinary patterns of
family disillusion. This is a frightening
trend that is traced to an essential
actor in the African American commu-
nity: the black male. We cannot do
without him. Black feminists like me
have been able to draw attention to
what has happened to the women rais-
ing these children alone, what happens
to girls who get pregnant when they
are teens. We are bringing that down.
It is time to focus on the black man,
the other essential actor.

When we do so, we can halt this
frightening trend which is already hav-
ing domino generational effects that
endanger the children of the African
American community. Further delay in
bringing a strong, concentrated focus
on black men and boys before they be-
come men quite simply threatens the
viability of the African American com-
munity as we have known it histori-
cally in our country from slavery to
this very moment.

We hope that our own Commission on
Black Men and Boys here in the Dis-
trict of Columbia will serve as a model
for what other communities can do to
bring a focused attention led by black
men and boys themselves on an urgent
problem in the African American com-
munity and in America at large.

————

REBUILD MILITARY TO ENSURE
THAT FREEDOM AND NATIONAL
SECURITY ARE PROTECTED

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from North Carolina (Mr.
JONES) is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. JONES of North Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. HUNTER) was on the floor
just a few minutes ago talking about
missile defense systems and the need
for missile defense systems.

I would like to speak today about
some of the activities of China selling
military wares to Cuba. In my district,
and I have the privilege to represent
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the third district of North Carolina, we
have Camp Lejeune Marine Base, Cher-
ry Point Marine Air Station, Seymour
Johnson Air Force Base, and actually a
Coast Guard base in Elizabeth City. I
am proud to represent a district where
there are so many men and women in
uniform that are willing to die for this
country; and certainly those who are
retired, veterans and retirees, I thank
them for their service.

I am concerned that too many times
we in this country take our freedoms
for granted, and that is somewhat nor-
mal. But having a military district and
being on the Committee on Armed
Services, along with the gentleman
from California (Mr. HUNTER), I am
concerned that too many times we, as
Americans, take freedom for granted.
This is a very unsafe world we live in.
There is a need to spend money to re-
build the military to ensure that the
freedoms that we enjoy and the na-
tional security of this Nation, that we
are well protected.

I want to bring up a couple of points.
This is a Washington Times article
from Wednesday, March 28, 2001. Admi-
ral Blair was speaking to the Senate
Committee on Armed Services, and he
warns of perilous buildup of Chinese
missiles. I want to read this quickly.

Mr. Speaker, the commander of U.S.
forces in the U.S. Pacific told Congress
yesterday that ‘“‘China’s ongoing mis-
sile buildup opposite Taiwan is desta-
bilizing, and will lead to a U.S. re-
sponse unless halted. Over the long
term, the most destabilizing part of the
Chinese buildup are the immediate-
range and short-range ballistic mis-
siles, the CSS-6’s and 7’s, of the type
that were used in 1996 to find the wa-
ters north and south of Taiwan,” said
Admiral Dennis Blair, the Pacific com-
mander leader.”

I wanted to share that, Mr. Speaker,
because again I think that we as a Con-
gress understand our constitutional du-
ties, and that is to ensure that we have
a strong military.

Tuesday of this week another one of
our colleagues, the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. PITTS), who is a vet-
eran of the Vietnam War, came on the
floor talking about China selling mili-
tary materials to Cuba. I wanted to
come to the floor with this enlarge-
ment of the Washington Times article
that he made reference to that says
China is secretly shipping arms to
Cuba, and just again to say to my col-
leagues in the House as well as the
Senate, soon we will be debating an
emergency supplemental for our mili-
tary. I think it is $5.8 billion, I wish it
were closer to $9 billion, but we will de-
bate that issue later.

This is an unsafe world, and we must
be sure that we are well prepared to de-
fend the national security interests of
this country because as we all went
back on Memorial Day to pay homage
to those who have given their life as
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well as to those who have served, we
must always remember that freedom is
not free; and to ensure that we have
the freedoms that we enjoy, we must
continue to invest, as the gentleman
from California (Mr. HUNTER) was say-
ing, in a missile defense system.

And I am saying today, as have many
of my colleagues on both sides of the
aisle, and the gentleman from Missouri
(Mr. SKELTON) has been on the floor
talking about this issue, he is the
ranking member of the Committee on
Armed Services, this year we must be
sure that we work with a President
who campaigned and said that we need
to rebuild the military.

Mr. Speaker, I thank the men and
women in uniform; and I say respect-
fully, God bless America, and God bless
those who served this Nation.

———

CONGRESS NEEDS TO ADDRESS
DRUG ABUSE AND DRUG ADDIC-
TION PROBLEMS IN AMERICA

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2001, the gentleman from Mary-
land (Mr. CUMMINGS) is recognized for
60 minutes as the designee of the mi-
nority leader.

Mr. CUMMINGS. Mr. Speaker, as 1
listened to the last speaker talk about
our national defense, and I certainly
agree that we must do everything in
our power to make sure that our coun-
try is safe, I come before the House
this afternoon to address another issue
that certainly goes to our national de-
fense. It is one that if we are not care-
ful to address from many different an-
gles, we will find that it will erode our
country from the inside.

Mr. Speaker, that is the subject of
drug abuse, drug addiction, how to ad-
dress this problem in this new century.

Just a few weeks ago, President Bush
announced his nominee for director of
the National Drug Control Policy
Agency. As ranking member of the
Subcommittee on Criminal Justice,
Drug Policy and Human Resources and
one of the representatives of Balti-
more, a city plagued by drugs and its
related social ills, I must stress to my
colleagues the importance of drug
treatment and the significant role it
plays in our national drug control pol-
icy.

I appreciate the fact that President
Bush and the nominated ONDCP direc-
tor, John Walters, both of them have
affirmed their commitment to in-
creased funding for drug treatment and
prevention.
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I look forward to reviewing their pro-
posals. We must work together to en-
sure that drug treatment dollars spent
are spent effectively and efficiently
and that they work to save lives, fami-
lies and eventually entire commu-
nities.
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