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my colleagues to join me in wishing Barbara
Goodwin many years of continued success.

————

TRIBUTE TO TARQUINA ALVAREZ-
DILLARD

HON. JANE HARMAN

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 19, 2001

Ms. HARMAN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Tarquina Alvarez-Dillard, a constituent
who received the 2001 Outstanding Clinician
Award from the National Family Planning and
Reproductive Health Association.

Tarquina has worked for over 25 years at
the Women’s Health Care Clinic in Torrance,
California. This Clinic serves over 14,000
women annually and would not succeed with-
out the commitment of individuals like
Tarquina.

Following knee surgery in 1996, for exam-
ple, she returned to the Clinic wearing a cast
in order not to fall behind in her work. When
a fellow practitioner injured her hand, Tarquina
took over that person’s breast exams in addi-
tion to her own caseload. Her efforts set the
standard for dedication.

In 1996, Tarquina was the recipient of the
“Unsung Hero Award” from Harbor-UCLA
Medical Center. She was also voted Employee
of the Year for 1998 and 1999.

Providing women safe and affordable ac-
cess to health care is among my highest prior-
ities in Congress. While there are actions |
can—and do—take in Congress, their imple-
mentation depends on dedicated workers like
Tarquina.

| am proud to join Tarquina’s colleagues
and friends in congratulating her on the receipt
of this prestigious national award and invite
my colleagues to join me in commending her
exemplary public service.

ENSURING THAT NO CHILD IS
LEFT BEHIND REQUIRES MORE

HON. CIRO D. RODRIGUEZ

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 19, 2001

Mr. RODRIGUEZ. Mr. Speaker, the House
has taken a major step in supporting the fed-
eral government’s role in education with the
passage of H.R. 1, the No Child Left Behind
Act, which re-authorizes the Elementary and
Secondary Education Act (ESEA). Through
this legislation, we have made a $22.8 billion
commitment for elementary and secondary
education programs—a $5 billion increase
over last year.

Specifically, this comprehensive measure
authorizes $11.5 billion for Title | grants, which
assist school districts serving economically
disadvantaged students; requires states and
school districts to issue report cards on as-
pects of student performance and teacher
qualifications; requires all teachers to achieve
state certification by 2005; and allocates $1.3
billion for afterschool programs, including the
21st Century Learning Centers and the Safe
and Drug-Free Schools.
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| am also pleased that amendments calling
for the implementation of block grants and pri-
vate school vouchers were soundly defeated
during floor consideration of H.R. 1. While
H.R. 1 consolidates thirteen programmatic ti-
tles under ESEA into six, the current funding
structure remains intact. Federal dollars will
continue to go directly to the local school dis-
tricts rather than be needlessly funneled
through a state’s bureaucracy.

Furthermore, although the Act provides pub-
lic school choice as well as private tutorial
services to Title | students in consistently fail-
ing schools, it does not create a private school
voucher program. | have consistently opposed
any private voucher proposal because it would
undermine public financing for public schools
and provide no guarantee that low-income stu-
dents would have any meaningful choice. The
House’s rejection of these provisions reaffirms
Congress’ bi-partisan support of public edu-
cation.

Despite these many achievements during
consideration of the No Child Left Behind Act,
there remain several shortcomings which |
hope are addressed during the House-Senate
conference. In particular, | am disappointed
with the House’s failure to authorize funds for
class size reduction and school renovation
and construction. We have again missed the
opportunity to bring older schools into the new
century and ensure that our children learn in
safe facilities with the most modern amenities
and technology.

Unfortunately, the primary focus of “reform”
has been on testing. In the name of account-
ability, more testing will be mandated with little
financial support from the federal government.
Given that many states have failed to comply
with current law calling on states to measure
students in those subjects for which standards
have been developed, requiring states to ad-
minister more tests on an annual basis will be
overly burdensome. Many of these tests are
already used for “high stakes” purposes, such
as grade promotion and graduation, and there-
fore, the potential repercussions of such an
expansive, ill-advised program are disastrous.

Moreover, |, along with my colleagues in the
Congressional Hispanic Caucus (CHC), have
concerns with H.R. 1’s treatment of the Lim-
ited English Proficient (LEP) student popu-
lation. The National Assessment of Edu-
cational Progress (NAEP), a diagnostic tool to
be used to audit the results of state assess-
ments, does not administer a Spanish lan-
guage reading test. Additionally, H.R. 1 un-
wisely consolidates immigrant, bilingual, and
foreign language education into a single for-
mula grant program. It would also require par-
ents to opt-in to Title | LEP services and bilin-
gual education and would subject bilingual
education programs to a 3-year limit.

In their March 3, 2001 letter to President
Bush, Congressman REYES, Chair of the CHC,
and Congressman HINOJOSA, Chair of the
CHC Education Task Force, voiced the CHC’s
opposition to the above provisions. First, tests
provided in only English could result in inac-
curate assessments of student performance
for LEP students. Second, because LEP chil-
dren have diverse needs and skills, a one-size
fits-all approach is impractical. Establishing an
arbitrary three year instructional time limit is
short-sighted and contrary to the objectives of
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bilingual education, which is the academic
achievement of LEP students in addition to
English proficiency. Finally, opt-in provisions
will place cumbersome procedural require-
ments on school districts and potentially dis-
suade them from providing educational in-
struction to LEP students. LEP students
should be automatically enrolled in bilingual
education programs and allowed to opt out of
them if their parents so choose.

The conference version of the ESEA’s re-
authorization should incorporate language that
provides better funding, requires no time lim-
its, contains no opt-in provisions, and main-
tains immigrant, bilingual, and foreign lan-
guage education as three separate programs.
As an educator and supporter of public
schools, | will continue to seek the resources
our schools need to succeed. We have an ob-
ligation to provide fair and equal access to
quality education for our children so that truly
no child is left behind. Until we are truly ready
to commit ourselves to educating all our chil-
dren with the best we can offer, we cannot
honestly say we have left no child behind.

——————

A TRIBUTE TO JOSEPH AND
VICTORIA COTCHETT

HON. TOM LANTOS

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 19, 2001

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, | invite my col-
leagues to join me in paying tribute to my dear
friends, Victoria and Joseph Cotchett of
Hillsborough, California. These two extraor-
dinary people are being honored for their civic
involvement in the Bay Area by the Volunteer
Center of San Mateo County with the pres-
tigious “Very Important Volunteer Award”
(VIVA).

Mr. Speaker, both Cotchett’'s are deeply in-
volved in a wide spectrum of community activi-
ties and give freely of their time and resources
to numerous community organizations. Victoria
serves on the advisory board of many wom-
an’s groups, including the Woman'’s Protective
Services of San Mateo County and Families in
Transition. She is a founding director of the
Wiegand Museum of Art at the College of
Notre Dame in Belmont, and she previously
served on the boards of the San Mateo Coun-
ty Hospital Foundation and the Peninsula Hu-
mane Society.

As a longtime supporter of the arts, Victoria
is a member of the Board of Directors of the
President’s Advisory Committee on the Arts of
the Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts
here in Washington, DC, and she is currently
leading an effort to develop a Children’s Film
Festival in association with the Sundance Film
Festival.

A former Colonel in the U.S. Army Re-
serves, a JAG Officer, and a former Special
Forces paratrooper officer, Joe Cotchett is a
graduate of California Polytechnic College. He
earned his law degree from the University of
California’s Hastings College of Law. Joe was
recognized as one of the “100 Most Influential
Lawyer in America,” by the news media and
in 1990 was named Trial Lawyer of the Year
by Trial Lawyers for Public Justice. He is a
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leader of numerous professional organizations,
is the author of several books on legal prac-
tice, and is a past officer of the California
State Bar.

Mr. Speaker, Joe’s record of commitment to
our community is equally as distinguished as
that of his wife. He is director of the Bay
Meadows Foundation, Disability Rights Advo-
cates, and a Commissioner on the State Parks
Commission. He also serves as Director of the
University of California’s Hastings College of
Law, President of the San Mateo Boys and
Girls Club, and Chairman of the Heart Fund
Finance for the San Mateo County Heart As-
sociation.

Mr. Speaker, Victoria and Joe are proud
parents of two girls and represent the very
best of our many volunteer citizens on the Pe-
ninsula. | urge my colleagues to join me in
paying tribute to these two outstanding com-
munity leaders and congratulating them on re-
ceiving this prestigious award.

HONORING SIDNEY PERMISSON

HON. PETER DEUTSCH

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 19, 2001

Mr. DEUTSCH. Mr. Speaker, today | rise to
honor the achievements of Sidney Permisson,
an outstanding and dynamic member of
Broward County whose numerous contribu-
tions will leave a lasting effect on the Sunrise
community. Mr. Permisson, who passed away
on May 13, 2001, was a civic activist in
Broward County for over 20 years.

Sidney Permisson was born on February
28, 1916, and raised in Brooklyn, NY. He
completed two years of studies at Brooklyn
College before he had to leave school to help
support his parents. Mr. Permisson worked at
a Brooklyn bakery for eight years and eventu-
ally became a delegate for the Cake Bakers
Union, Local 51. During this time he married
Pauline Kravitz, his wife of 62 years. His work
in the union eventually led him to become a
mediator and a labor chief, where he stood up
for hard-working men and women with no po-
litical clout or financial influence. Sidney
Permisson retired in 1975 and moved to Sun-
rise, FL.

Upon his arrival, Mr. Permisson quickly be-
came active in the community. As his two
daughters, Joyce Japelle and Elayna Finkle,
will tell you, he believed in hard work, helping
others, and doing the right thing. Friends de-
scribe Sidney Permisson as compassionate,
sincere, honest, and always there to help. He
fought to establish a countywide trauma net-
work, led a powerful condominium association,
worked for environmental protection, kept tabs
on local tax and education issues, and spoke
out about consumer rights, good government,
and health care. He was an inspiring public
speaker. When Sindney spoke, people lis-
tened.

His efforts in the community brought him a
great deal of deserved recognition. Mr.
Permisson received the Sunrise Volunteer of
the Year Award twice, in 1987 and 1988. In
1989, as president of the Gold Key Civic As-
sociation, a social assistance organization for

EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS

Sunrise area residents, Mr. Permisson re-
ceived the President’'s Special Recognition
award issued by the Broward Regional Health
Planning Council. He won the Sunrise Political
Club Humanitarian Award in 1990. Also in
1990, he was elected to the Broward Senior
Hall of Fame for Outstanding Volunteer Serv-
ice. As president of the Statewide HMO Om-
budsman Committee from 1996 to 1997, Sid-
ney Permisson worked for the establishment
of 11 statewide HMO Ombudsman councils to
help solve problems between subscribers and
managed care providers. Finally, he received
the HMO Patient Advocate Award and the
Broward Regional Health Planning Council
Dedicated Service Award in 1996.

Mr. Speaker, the accomplishments of Sid-
ney Permisson are a testament to his dedica-
tion and his passion. He leaves a lasting leg-
acy for the people of Broward County which
greatly enriches our community.

————

IN MEMORY OF RICHARD M.
BRENNAN

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 19, 2001

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor the memory of Richard M. Brennan,
Cleveland Municipal Judge.

Judge Brennan, as he was known for 22
years, was elected in 1965 as the chief justice
of the court. Even though they cancelled his
position in the mid-1970s, he continued work-
ing as an associate judge, for he was contin-
ually striving to uphold the deepest integrity of
the law. During these years, Judge Brennan
accomplished many things. One of his most
outstanding achievements was when he mobi-
lized community support for the construction of
the Justice Center. When it was unanimously
approved by voters in 1969, the whole com-
munity was extremely pleased. Judge Brennan
also played a vital role in devising a docket
system in which lawsuits are delegated to
judges.

Judge Brennan, who was an assistant
Cleveland law director from 1960 to 1965,
graduated from St. Ignatius High School, John
Carroll University, and the Cleveland Marshall
Law School. He unfortunately retired from
Cleveland Municipal Judge in 1987, due to ill-
ness. Judge Brennan will forever be missed.

My fellow colleagues, please join me in hon-
oring the memory of Judge Richard M. Bren-
nan, a man that has touched the Cleveland
community in countless ways. His love, dedi-
cation, and honor, will be missed.

———

TRIBUTE TO THE LATE JUSTICE
MARTIN DIES, JR.

HON. JIM TURNER

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, June 19, 2001

Mr. TURNER. Mr. Speaker, | rise in memory
of Justice Martin Dies, Jr., who recently

passed away on May 14, 2001, after a full life
of 80 years.

June 19, 2001

Justice Dies, the son of U.S. Congressman
Martin Dies, Sr., and Myrtle Dies grew up and
was educated in Orange, TX. He later at-
tended the University of Virginia in Wash-
ington, DC and later, Stephen F. Austin Uni-
versity where he received his B.S. degree.
When the United States entered World War |l,
Justice Dies left college to volunteer with the
Navy.

While at officer’s school in New York, Martin
was chosen as Commander of the Third Bat-
talion. He was later presented a Gold Sword
at graduation as the outstanding member of
the Battalion. In the war, Martin saw extensive
naval combat in both the Philippines and in
Okinawa, for which he received several med-
als and military citations. After Justice Dies’
ship was ordered to repel the Japanese inva-
sion at the Battle of Leyte, the entire crew re-
ceived the prestigious Presidential Unit Cita-
tion for bravery.

Near the end of the war, Justice Dies saw
duty as Captain of the U.S.S. Richard W
Seusens.

Following the war, Justice Dies completed
his legal education at Southern Methodist Uni-
versity Law School. In 1947, he was named a
member of the Barristers at SMU. While at-
tending law school, he married Ruth Marie
White of Lufkin in 1946. Upon graduation, he
began practicing law with the firm Dies, Ander-
son and Dies.

In 1959, Justice Dies was elected to the
Texas Senate from the Third Senatorial Dis-
trict. During his tenure in the Senate, he was
widely recognized as a moving force in the ef-
fort to modernize government services for the
disabled, for which he received numerous
awards. Additionally, Justice Dies took great
interest in improving the Texas park system.
In 1965, the 750 acre park at the Dam B. Res-
ervoir was named in his honor. The Martin
Dies, Jr. State Park has been widely praised
as one of the most beautiful and visited public
parks in Texas.

In 1969, Justice Dies was sworn in as Sec-
retary of State of Texas. Two years later, he
was appointed Chief Justice of the 9th Court
of Appeals where he served with distinction
until his retirement in 1989. During that time
he served on the Texas Judicial Council, serv-
ing four years as the President of the Council.
He also received the Texas Handicapped Per-
son of the Year Award, was a fellow of the
Texas Bar Foundation, and served as a mem-
ber of the Judicial Manpower Commission.

Justice Dies will be remembered for his
great courage, his high moral and ethical
standards, and above all, his compassion for
others. We share our grief with his family at
his passing, as we were honored to share the
joy of his life.

———

RETIREMENT OF DR. DAVID E.
EPPERSON

HON. WILLIAM J. COYNE

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Tuesday, June 19, 2001

Mr. COYNE. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to ob-
serve that Dr. David E. Epperson, Dean of the
University of Pittsburgh’s School of Social
Work, is retiring after nearly 30 years.
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