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These awards are presented only to those 

who possess the qualities that make our na-
tion great: commitment to excellence, hard 
work, and genuine love of community service. 

I ask my colleagues to join me in congratu-
lating the recipients of these awards, as their 
activities are indeed worthy of praise. Their 
leadership benefits our community and they 
serve as role models for their peers. 

Also, we must not forget the unsung heroes, 
who continue to devote a large part of their 
lives to make all this possible. Therefore, I sa-
lute the families, scout leaders, and countless 
others who have given generously of their 
time and energy in support of scouting. 

It is with great pride that I recognize the 
achievements of Kristen, Lauri, and Pamela, 
and bring the attention of Congress to these 
successful young women on their day of rec-
ognition. 
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H.R. 333, THE BANKRUPTCY ABUSE 
PREVENTION AND CONSUMER 
PROTECTION ACT 

HON. HILDA L. SOLIS 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 19, 2001 

Ms. SOLIS. Mr. Speaker, I rise to speak 
about H.R. 333, the Bankruptcy Abuse Pre-
vention and Consumer Protection Act. I had 
strong reservations about the measure, and 
voted in favor of every attempt to improve the 
bill during House consideration of H.R. 333. 

I voted for a Democratic alternative which 
would have made a number of technical im-
provements to the bill and modified some of 
the most burdensome provisions on lower in-
come debtors. I also voted in favor of the mo-
tion to send the bill back to the Judiciary Com-
mittee in order to make improvements. This 
motion would have prohibited credit card com-
panies from issuing credit cards to minors who 
cannot show sufficient income to repay the 
line of credit. Although these measures failed, 
I voted in favor of the bill in order to move the 
legislation along in the hopes that the bill 
would be improved when it was sent to the 
Senate. 

Unfortunately, this was not the case. The bill 
passed by the Senate maintains the House 
bill’s onerous provision concerning the means 
test to determine a debtor’s ability to repay 
debts. The means test is inflexible and does 
not take into account individual family needs 
for public transportation, rent and food. The 
Senate bill also fails to ensure that child sup-
port payments will come first, ahead of the 
commercial creditors. 

I will be closely monitoring the efforts of 
House and Senate negotiators to draft a com-
promise bankruptcy bill. Should the resulting 
bill include the anti-consumer provisions of the 
House passed bill, I will vote against the 
measure when it comes back to the House 
and encourage my colleagues to do likewise. 

A TRIBUTE TO VINH TRONG NGO 

HON. CALVIN M. DOOLEY 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 19, 2001 

Mr. DOOLEY of California. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to pay tribute to Vinh Trong Ngo, a 
loving father of four and a community leader 
from Fresno, CA, who died of a heart attack 
in Sacramento on May 10, 2001. 

Mr. Ngo was born in Vietnam, graduated 
from Law University Saigon and later attended 
the University of California at Los Angeles. 

He then retuned to his home country and, in 
1975 while fighting for the Army of the Repub-
lic of Vietnam, was captured by North Viet-
namese soldiers and spent the next five years 
in a labor camp. In 1980, Mr. Ngo escaped 
from the camp and fled to the United States. 

Mr. Ngo received from the United States the 
Distinguished Award for Bravery and the Silver 
Star for his military service. 

In the early 1980s, he earned a Master’s 
degree in Family Counseling from Western Or-
egon State College and moved to California. 

Over the years, Mr. Ngo worked as a legis-
lative assistant to Senator JOHN MCCAIN of Ar-
izona and was a principal consultant to former 
Californian Assembly Member Art Agnos of 
San Francisco. 

For the past four years, Mr. Ngo worked as 
the regional director of public affairs and de-
velopment for Planned Parenthood Mar 
Monte. 

He was a leader in numerous community or-
ganizations, including the East Bay Viet-
namese Association, the Refugee Federation 
of Oregon, Interfaith Alliance of Central 
Califonia, Amnesty International, the Vietnam 
Veterans Association of California, the Na-
tional Women Political Caucus and the Insti-
tute for Democracy. 

He is survived by his wife, Namanh Bui, and 
four children. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
today in paying tribute to Vinh Trong Ngo and 
celebrating his legacy of service to his family, 
his community, and his country. 

f 

INDIA HONORS SWADESH 
CHATTERJEE 

HON. DAVID E. PRICE 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 19, 2001 

Mr. PRICE of North Carolina. Mr. Speaker, 
in recent weeks celebratory events have been 
held both in Washington and in my district in 
North Carolina, honoring one of our most dis-
tinguished citizens, Swadesh Chatterjee, upon 
his reception of India’s Padma Bhushan award 
in the area of public affairs. The award was 
conferred by the President of India on March 
22, 2001. 

Established in 1954, the Padma Bhushan is 
one of the highest civilian awards that the In-
dian Government can bestow on an individual. 
Mr. Chatterjee is the first Indian American 
from North Carolina to receive this award and 
the first Indian American to receive the award 
in the public affairs category. 

‘‘As a young boy growing up in the small 
town of Somamukhi, West Bengal,’’ Mr. 
Chatterjee recalled, ‘‘I remember how in awe 
I was of the men and women who were cho-
sen to receive these honors.’’ Yet for those of 
us who have come to know Swadesh 
Chatterjee and to appreciate his leadership, 
this award is not surprising and is richly de-
served. For Swadesh Chatterjee has gained 
recognition in North Carolina as an astute 
businessman and a respected community and 
political leader, and in recent years he has be-
come well-known nationally as well. 

Particularly noteworthy has been Mr. 
Chatterjee’s presidency over the past two 
years of the Indian-American Forum for Polit-
ical Education (IAFPE), one of the oldest and 
most respected Indian-American organizations 
in the Nation. In this capacity he worked effec-
tively to strengthen the organization at the 
grass roots and to raise its profile nationally. 
He helped stimulate the growth of our Con-
gressional Caucus on India and Indian-Ameri-
cans. He encouraged President Clinton to 
make his historic trip to India last year and ac-
companied him when he went. 

Mr. Chatterjee, his wife Manjusri, who is an 
accomplished psychiatrist, and their children 
Sohini and Souvik, are citizens of Cary, NC, 
whom I am honored to represent. They have 
helped make the Indian-American community 
in our State a vibrant one, and they have 
greatly enriched our wider community as well. 
Swadesh Chatterjee once said that he and 
other Indian-Americans were ‘‘fortunate to be 
the children of two mothers: India, which gave 
us our lives, and the United States, which 
gives us our livelihood.’’ He and his family are 
proud Americans who contribute a great deal 
to our country and remind us that being Amer-
ican does not require a masking or sup-
pressing of our diversity; on the contrary, our 
country is enriched by the flourishing of the 
multiple ethnic and cultural traditions from 
which we came. 

Mr. Speaker, the Padma Bhushan Award is 
a fitting recognition not only of Swadesh 
Chatterjee’s contribution to his native land but 
also of what he has contributed to America 
and to Indian-American relations. And while it 
surely represents a high point of his career, I 
am also confident that it points to even greater 
things to come! 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF H.R. 2211—THE 
BURMA FREEDOM ACT 

HON. TOM LANTOS 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 19, 2001 

Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, it is only befit-
ting the heroic struggle of the outstanding 
human rights and democracy leader in Burma, 
the 1991 Nobel Peace Prize Winner Daw 
Aung San Suu Kyi, that I today, on her birth-
day, introduce H.R. 2211. This bipartisan leg-
islation bans the import of all articles into the 
United States which were produced, manufac-
tured or grown in Burma. 

Mr. Speaker, I am pleased that similar legis-
lation has been introduced in the Senate by 
Senator Tom Harkin and Senator Jesse 
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