June 20, 2001

This is about money. It is about the
Frank Nemecs of the world who went
to medical school to take care of his
patients and he is told he can’t take
care of his patients. He said: I'll do it
for nothing. They said: No, you might
write a prescription we don’t like.

I don’t know, this man might have
died soon anyway, but he would not
have died as soon as he did. I guess the
HMO decided his life wasn’t worth any-
thing anyway—he’s going to die. He’s 5
foot 10, weighs 110 pounds. Let’s just
terminate it more quickly.

We are going to finish this legisla-
tion. We are going to finish this legis-
lation and send it over to the House.
They can play whatever games they
want with it, but I think the games
will end over there because we have
very courageous Republicans on that
side of this institution, led by CHARLIE
NorwoOD from the State of Georgia,
who have said they have taken all they
can.

I almost cried when I read this letter.
Maybe if I were not here in front of the
world I might admit when I read it in
my office I shed a tear.

This is sad. If you knew Frank
Nemec, this gentle, big man, you would
know how sincere he is.

So why is this taking place? It is tak-
ing place because of money. It is tak-
ing place because the HMOs want to
hang on as long as they can to keep
those stock prices up and make as
much money as they can in salaries.
They are still going to do just fine
after we pass this legislation, but they
are not going to do as fine as they have
been. They are not going to be able to
terminate the care of someone such as
Mr. Greuble.

Yesterday I read into the RECORD
those organizations with names start-
ing with the letter A that support this
legislation. I am going to read for a
while tonight. I am not going to read
them all. This is a partial list. But I
want this spread across the RECORD of
this Senate that this legislation is sup-
ported by America. It is supported by
Minnesota, the people in Minnesota
and the people of Nevada.

The B’s start with Baker Victory
Services in Lackawanna, NY. This is a
list of organizations that support the
Bipartisan Patients’ Bill of Rights:

Baptist Children’s Home of NC, Barium
Springs Home for Children in Barium
Springs, NC, Bazelon Center for Mental
Health Law, Berea Children’s Home and
Family in OH, Bethany for Children and
Families, Bethesda Children’s Home/Luthera
of Meadsville, PA, Board of Child Care in
Baltimore, MD, Boys & Girls Country of
Houston Inc., TX, Boys & Girls Homes of
North Carolina, Boys and Girls Harbor, Inc.
in TX, Boys and Girls Home and Family
Service, Boy’s Village, Inc. of Smithville,
OH.

Boysville of Michigan, Inc., Brain Injury
Association, Brazoria County Youth Homes
in TX, Brighter Horizons Behavioral Health
in Edinboro, PA, Buckner Children and Fam-
ily Service in TX, Butterfield Youth Serv-
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ices, Cal Farley’s Boys Ranch and Affiliates,
California Access to Speciality Care Coali-
tion, Catholic Family Center of Rochester,
NY, Catholic Family Counseling in St.
Louis, MO, Catholic Social Services of
Wayne County in IN, Center for Child and
Family Services in VA.

Center for Families and Children in OH,
Center for Family Services, Inc. in Camden,
NJ, Center for Patient Advocacy, Center on
Disability and Health, Chaddock, Charity
Works, Inc., Child and Family Guidance Cen-
ter in TX, Child and Family Service of Ha-
waii, Child and Family Services in TN, Child
and Family Services of Buffalo, NY, Child
and Family Services, Inc., in VA, Child Care
Association of Illinois.

Child Welfare League of America, Children
& Families First, Children & Family Serv-
ices Association, Children and Adults with
Attention Deficit/Hyperactivity Disorder,
Children’s Aid and Family Service in
Paramus, NJ, Children’s Aid Society of Mer-
cer, PA, Children’s Alliance, Children’s
Board of Hillsborough, Children’s Choice,
Inc., in Philadelphia PA, Children’s Defense
Fund, Children’s Home & Aid Society of Chi-
cago, Children’s Home Association of Illi-
nois.

Children’s Home of Cromwell, Children’s
Home of Easton in Easton, PA, Children’s
Home of Northern Kentucky, Children’s
Home of Poughkeepsie, NY, Children’s Home
of Reading, PA, Children’s Home of Wyoming
Conference, Children’s Village, Inc.,
ChildServ, Christian Home Association-
Child, Clinical Social Work Federation,
Colon Cancer Alliance, Colorectal Cancer
Network.

Committee of Ten Thousand, Community
Agencies Corporation of New Jersey, Com-
munity Counseling Center in Portland, ME,
Community Service Society of New York,
Community Services of Stark County in OH,
Community Solutions Association of War-
ren, OH, Compass of Carolina in SC, Congress
of Neurological Surgeons, Connecticut Coun-
cil of Family Service, Consortium for Citi-
zens with Disabilities, Consuelo Foundation,
Consumers Union.

Cornerstones of Care in Kansas City, MO,
Corporation for the Advancement of Psychi-
atry, Council of Family and Child Caring
Agencies in NY, Counseling and Family
Services of Peoria, Court House, Inc., Cov-
enant Children’s Home and Families,
Crittenton Family Services in Columbus,
OH, Crossroads for Youth, Cystic Fibrosis
Foundation.

Mr. President, we are through the
C’s. Before this is all over, there will be
a partial list in the RECORD. I haven’t
been able to get them all. There are
over 500. I have read in the RECORD a
few hundred and I will continue to do
SO.

———
MORNING BUSINESS
Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that there be a period
for morning business with Senators
permitted to speak for up to 5 minutes
each this evening.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———
WEST VIRGINIA’S BIRTHDAY

Mr. BYRD. Mr. President, I am here
to wish a happy birthday to a celebrant
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near and dear to my heart. The thirty-
fifth child in the family, grown from a
difficult beginning as a child of war
and conflict into a robust 138-year-old,
the birthday girl is entering the new
century with confidence and strength.

The birthday party in question is, of
course, for the wild and wonderful,
great and beautiful State of West Vir-
ginia, celebrated this Thursday, June
20. In 1863, West Virginia was born by
proclamation—the only state so cre-
ated. Like Caesar Augustus, West Vir-
ginia was wrested from her mother,
Virginia, at the point of a sword. Also
like Caesar, I foresee greatness ahead
for West Virginia.

West Virginia is not a large State,
ranking 41st at 24,231 square miles. But
the stars shone on her birth, blessing
her with natural riches, water, and a
central location as the northernmost
southern State and the southernmost
northern State. I might wish for her
more flat land, but, on the other hand,
I would not trade a level plain for even
a single glorious hillside blanketed by
lush tangles of wild rhododendron bi-
sected by a clear, cold stream tumbling
over rocky drops amid dense stands of
oak and maple. Her mountains are her
crowning glory, molding her history
and her character. They will continue
to shape her future. The steep slopes
that so complicate development pre-
serve forests and wildlife. Nearly 75
percent of West Virginia is covered
with forest. The slopes capture snow
for great skiing. They shelter coursing
whitewater rivers that attract
kayakers, rafters, and fishermen from
around the world. In a nation increas-
ingly concerned with urban sprawl,
West Virginia remains an oasis of se-
renity amid the surging tide of advanc-
ing humanity, an island of tranquil for-
est where eagles still soar and the
crime rate is the lowest in the Nation.

The mountains have also shaped the
character of her people, reinforcing and
sustaining the independence of char-
acter and the strong work ethic that
are necessary in isolated and chal-
lenging environments. West Virginians
are friendly, caring neighbors, meeting
bad weather and hard times with a
community spirit that is itself a force
to be reckoned with. West Virginians
are patriotic as well. The youngest sol-
dier of World War I, Chester Merriman
of Romney, enlisted at the tender age
of 14. And West Virginians are close to
the Creator, reminded daily of His pres-
ence by the natural cathedral of sky,
wind, water, wood, and stone that is
their environment. With a mean alti-
tude of 1,600 feet, the highest average
altitude east of the Mississippi, West
Virginians are literally nearer to God,
as well.

Over the course of the last 138 years,
West Virginia has had her share of
firsts. In 1756, the first spa open to the
public was established at Bath, VA,
now Berkeley Springs. The Golden De-
licious apple was first grown in Clay
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