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SENATE—Thursday, June 21, 2001 
The Senate met at 9:15 a.m. and was 

called to order by the Honorable HARRY 
REID, a Senator from the State of Ne-
vada. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Today’s 
prayer will be offered by the guest 
Chaplain, the Reverend Dr. Priscilla 
Felisky Whitehead of The Church by 
the Sea, Bal Harbour, FL. 

PRAYER 

The guest Chaplain offered the fol-
lowing prayer: 

Let us pray. 
Good and giving God, we come hum-

bly before You on this new day, first 
with gratitude: for the gift of life itself, 
and the gift of another day; for the gift 
of this great country which strives to 
become all it can be—a beacon of free-
dom, hope, compassion, peace, and jus-
tice for all; for the gift and privilege of 
Your call to faithful service in this 
place, and the opportunities to make a 
lasting difference. 

And then we come before You with 
humility as we prepare for the tasks 
before us today, for we know we need 
wisdom and strength and vision from 
beyond ourselves. 

Give us courage to set aside purely 
personal or partisan political agendas 
in favor of what is truly the common 
good; give us ears attuned to the voices 
of those who fear they have no voice, 
whose faith in our country, and us, is a 
reminder of our sacred obligations; and 
especially give us open hearts, ever at-
tentive to Your presence and still 
small voice calling us to do what is 
right and worthy of people who have 
already been given so much. 

Hear our prayer as gratefully and 
humbly we offer this day, and our-
selves, to You for Your guidance and 
blessing. Amen. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The Honorable HARRY REID led the 
Pledge of Allegiance, as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will please read a communication 
to the Senate from the President pro 
tempore [Mr. BYRD]. 

The legislative clerk read the fol-
lowing letter: 

U.S. SENATE, 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE, 

Washington, DC, June 21, 2001. 
To the Senate: 

Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3, 
of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby 
appoint the Honorable HARRY REID, a Sen-
ator from the State of Nevada, to perform 
the duties of the Chair. 

ROBERT C. BYRD, 
President pro tempore. 

Mr. REID thereupon assumed the 
chair as Acting President pro tempore. 

f 

RECOGNITION OF THE ACTING 
MAJORITY LEADER 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mrs. 
CARNAHAN). The Senator from Nevada. 

f 

SCHEDULE 

Mr. REID. Madam President, on be-
half of Majority Leader DASCHLE, I an-
nounce that the time between now and 
9:30 will be evenly divided between the 
two parties on the motion to proceed 
to the Patients’ Bill of Rights. Fol-
lowing the vote on the motion to pro-
ceed, there will be approximately 2 
hours for debate equally divided be-
tween the two leaders or their des-
ignees. At 12 noon, Senator LOTT or his 
designee will be recognized to offer the 
first amendment on the Patients’ Bill 
of Rights. We are going to conclude 
consideration of this bill prior to the 
Fourth of July recess. We hope we 
make good progress today. All Sen-
ators should expect to work into the 
evening tonight. 

f 

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the leadership time 
is reserved. 

f 

BIPARTISAN PATIENT PROTEC-
TION ACT—MOTION TO PROCEED 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the Senate will now 
resume consideration of the motion to 
proceed to S. 1052, which the clerk will 
report. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A motion to proceed to the bill (S. 1052) to 

amend the Public Health Service Act and the 
Employee Retirement Income Security Act 
of 1974 to protect consumers in managed care 
plans and other health coverage. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the time until 9:30 
a.m. shall be equally divided between 
the managers of the bill or their des-
ignees. 

Who yields time? The Senator from 
Massachusetts. 

Mr. KENNEDY. Madam President, as 
I understand, the time between 9:20 and 
9:30 is evenly divided. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator is correct. That is the order. 

Mr. KENNEDY. I yield myself 5 min-
utes. 

Madam President, this is a very im-
portant day in the lives of families 
across this country. Today we are ad-
dressing one of the principal concerns 
of families from Maine to Florida, from 
the State of Washington to California, 
and the heart of the Nation. That is, 
are we going to make sure that medical 
decisions, decisions being made by doc-
tors, nurses, and families, are going to 
be the final decisions in terms of treat-
ment and care for those particular pa-
tients? That is what the issue is all 
about. 

As all of us have seen, we have count-
less examples where those decisions are 
being overridden by HMOs and bureau-
crats and bean counters. They are 
making medical judgments, effectively 
practicing medicine, which they are 
clearly not qualified to do. As we have 
seen in the Senate with countless illus-
trations, that just about every Member 
has shared, they have caused enormous 
damage to, and sometimes even cost 
the lives of, these patients. 

The protections we stand for are rea-
sonable. They are sensible. They are 
common sense. When we get to the de-
bate on this issue, we will have a 
chance to review them. 

We have waited 5 long years since 
this legislation was introduced to come 
to this day. We have not had the oppor-
tunity to the present time. We have 
had 14 days of hearings. We have the 
support of more than 800 organizations. 
There are few, if any, medical organiza-
tions which represent children, women, 
parents, the disabled, or any of the 
other patients organizations, that do 
not support the proposal which has 
been introduced by Senators MCCAIN, 
EDWARDS, myself, and others. We take 
heart that we are advocating for the 
doctors and nurses in America. They 
have committed themselves to help 
those in need, and have acquired the 
skill and training to make a difference 
in the lives of these patients. 

The fact is, this should not be a par-
tisan issue. It is not. It is bipartisan in 
the Senate, and it is bipartisan in the 
House. We welcome our friends on the 
other side to join with us. As was men-
tioned previously, the essential aspect 
of this legislation has been supported 
by 63 Republicans in the House of Rep-
resentatives. There are important lead-
ers in the Republican Party, including 
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