June 25, 2001

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12 of rule I, the Chair de-
clares the House in recess until 2 p.m.

Accordingly (at 12 o’clock and 38
minutes p.m.), the House stood in re-
cess until 2 p.m.

———
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AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mrs. BIGGERT) at 2 p.m.

———

PRAYER

Colonel Edward T. Brogan, Senior
Chaplain, United States Air Force, Ar-
lington National Cemetery, offered the
following prayer:

Loving God, through Your grace You
have established these United States.
It is our blessing that Your strength
can only be made perfect in our weak-
ness. Enable us to kneel before You
this day to receive Your good gift of
strength. Perfect each of us, Lord, in
our dependence upon You, that we
might accomplish all that You would
have us to do. Keep us from selfish am-
bition and brash self-reliance.

Today marks the fifth anniversary of
the bombing of Khobar Towers in
Dhahran, Saudi Arabia. That bombing
reminded us of the cost of being a
world power and of combatting evil.
This day, Lord, we pray for Your pro-
tection upon our military men and
women who serve all around the globe.
Give them wisdom and energy in their
service to our Nation. Watch over their
families, ease the pain of the survivors
and family members left behind after
the terrorist attack at Khobar Towers
and at too many other places.

Guide each Member of this House in
humility before You and the people of
the United States. Please also attend
to the needs of the many staffers who
accomplish so much of the work of this
House. Give clarity and civility in de-
bate, that the decisions reached might
well serve our Nation. Bless our land
with Your peace and dedication to
serving You.

This we pray in Your holy and
blessed name. Amen.

————
THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House her approval thereof. Pur-
suant to clause 1 of rule I, the Journal
stands approved.

———
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the

gentleman from Maryland (Mr.

GILCHREST) come forward and lead the
House in the Pledge of Allegiance.
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Mr. GILCHREST led the Pledge of
Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair
announces that she will postpone fur-
ther proceedings today on each motion
to suspend the rules on which a re-
corded vote or the yeas and nays are
ordered or on which the vote is ob-
jected to under clause 6 of rule XX.

Any record votes on postponed ques-
tions will be taken after debate has
concluded on all motions to suspend
the rules, but not before 6 p.m. today.

—————

RHINOCEROS AND TIGER CON-
SERVATION REAUTHORIZATION
ACT OF 2001

Mr. GILCHREST. Madam Speaker, I
move to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 645) to reauthorize the Rhi-
noceros and Tiger Conservation Act of
1994, as amended.

The Clerk read as follows:

H.R. 645

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“‘Rhinoceros and
Tiger Conservation Reauthorization Act of
2001".

SEC. 2. REAUTHORIZATION OF RHINOCEROS AND
TIGER CONSERVATION ACT OF 1994.

Section 9 of the Rhinoceros and Tiger Con-
servation Act of 1994 (16 U.S.C. 5306) is amended
by striking 1996 through 2002’ and inserting
2001, 2002, 2003, 2004, 2005, 2006, and 2007"°.
SEC. 3. ADMINISTRATIVE EXPENSES.

Section 9 of the Rhinoceros and Tiger Con-
servation Act of 1994 (16 U.S.C. 5306) is further
amended—

(1) by striking ‘“There are authorized’ and in-
serting ‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—There is authoriced’’;
and

(2) by adding at the end the following:

“(b) ADMINISTRATIVE EXPENSES.—Of amounts
available each fiscal year to carry out this Act,
the Secretary may expend not more than 3 per-
cent or 380,000, whichever is greater, to pay the
administrative erpenses necessary to carry out
this Act.”.

SEC. 4. COOPERATION.

The Rhinoceros and Tiger Conservation Act of
1994 is further amended by redesignating section
9 (16 U.S.C. 5306) as section 10, and by inserting
after section 8 the following:

“SEC. 9. ADVISORY GROUP.

“(a) IN GENERAL.—To assist in carrying out
this Act, the Secretary may convene an advisory
group consisting of individuals representing
public and private organizations actively in-
volved in the conservation of rhinoceros and
tiger species.

“(b) PUBLIC PARTICIPATION.—

‘(1) MEETINGS.—The Advisory Group shall—

“(A4) ensure that each meeting of the advisory
group is open to the public; and

““(B) provide, at each meeting, an opportunity
for interested persons to present oral or written
statements concerning items on the agenda.
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““(2) NorICE.—The Secretary shall provide to
the public timely notice of each meeting of the
advisory group.

““(3) MINUTES.—Minutes of each meeting of
the advisory group shall be kept by the Sec-
retary and shall be made available to the public.

‘“(c) EXEMPTION FROM FEDERAL ADVISORY
COMMITTEE ACT.—The Federal Advisory Com-
mittee Act (5 U.S.C. App.) shall not apply to the
advisory group.”’.

SEC. 5. PROJECT SUSTAINABILITY.

Section 5(e) of the Rhinoceros and Tiger Con-
servation Act of 1994 (16 U.S.C. 5304) is amended
to read as follows:

““(e) PROJECT SUSTAINABILITY.—To the mazx-
imum extent practical, in determining whether
to approve project proposals under this section,
the Secretary shall give consideration to projects
which will enhance sustainable conservation
programs to ensure effective long-term conserva-
tion of rhinoceros and tigers.”’.

SEC. 6. TECHNICAL AND CONFORMING AMEND-
MENTS.

(a) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.—The Rhinoc-
eros and Tiger Conservation Act of 1994 is
amended as follows:

(1) Section 4(3) (16 U.S.C. 5303(3)) is amended
by striking ‘‘Rhinoceros and Tiger Conservation
Fund established under section 6(a)”’ and in-
serting ‘‘the account established by division A,
section 101(e), title I of Public Law 105-277
under the heading ‘MULTINATIONAL SPECIES
CONSERVATION FUND’ .

(2) Section 6 (16 U.S.C. 5305) is amended by
striking the section heading and all that follows
through ‘“(d) ACCEPTANCE AND USE OF DONA-
TIONS.—”’ and inserting the following:

“SEC. 6. ACCEPTANCE AND USE OF DONATIONS.”.

(b) TECHNICAL CORRECTION.—Title I of section
101(e) of division A of Public Law 105-277 (112
Stat. 2681-237) is amended under the heading
“MULTINATIONAL SPECIES CONSERVATION FUND’’
by striking ‘‘Rhinoceros and Tiger Conservation
Act, subchapter I’ and inserting ‘‘Rhinoceros
and Tiger Conservation Act of 1994, part I’’.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Maryland (Mr. GILCHREST) and the gen-
tlewoman from the Virgin Islands (Mrs.
CHRISTENSEN) each will control 20 min-
utes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Maryland (Mr. GILCHREST).

Mr. GILCHREST. Madam Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Madam Speaker, the fundamental
goal of this legislation is to extend the
Rhinoceros and Tiger Conservation Act
of 1994. Since 1977, all species of rhinos
and tigers have been listed under our
Endangered Species Act and on Appen-
dix I of the Convention on Inter-
national Trade in Endangered Species
of Wild Fauna and Flora, which pro-
hibits all commercial international
trade in these species.

Despite these protections, the popu-
lation of these species continues to de-
cline; and sadly, rhino and tiger body
parts are still an active ingredient in
Chinese traditional medicines sold
throughout the world.

One of the few positive developments
for these species was the enactment of
the Rhino and Tiger Conservation Act.
Since its establishment 7 years ago,
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service has
spent about $7 million on 111 conserva-
tion projects in 16 countries in Africa
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