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commenced his brave and tireless work to lib-
erate his fellow citizens from the English 
Crown. Virtually millions of people have been 
the beneficiaries of his brilliant courage, but 
ironically, few of us fully understand and ap-
preciate the depth or nature of the debt we 
owe him. 

Madam Speaker, it was John Adams who 
authored a pamphlet that laid out the design 
adopted by our government in structuring 
three distinct and independent branches: our 
bicameral legislature, our executive branch 
and our independent judiciary. It is useful and 
appropriate to observe that it was John Adams 
who arguably fought more fiercely than any 
other person to ensure that our judiciary was 
independent. It was John Adams who ob-
served that ‘‘we must be a nation of laws and 
not of men.’’ 

Madam Speaker, John Adams was also a 
great student of the world. He once wrote that 
‘‘I must study politics and war that my sons 
may have liberty to study mathematics and 
philosophy. My sons ought to study mathe-
matics and philosophy, geography, natural his-
tory, naval architecture, navigation, commerce, 
and agriculture in order to give their children 
a right to study paintings, poetry, music, archi-
tecture, statuary, tapestry and porcelain.’’ 

Benjamin Rush, himself a signer of the Dec-
laration of Independence, wrote a letter in 
1812 to his close friend John Adams in which 
he acknowledged that, ‘‘I consider you and 
[Jefferson] as the North and South Poles of 
the American revolution. Some talked, some 
wrote, and some fought to promote and estab-
lish it but you and Mr. Jefferson thought for all 
of us.’’ 

Jefferson himself called Adams the ‘‘colos-
sus of independence,’’ and in later recalling 
the driving force that Adams was in the Conti-
nental Congress, Jefferson observed that 
Adams’s ‘‘sense and thought moved us from 
our seats.’’ 

Madam Speaker, let us honor, this great 
leader, patriot, and talented author of liberty to 
whom we owe our very freedom and inde-
pendence as we approach the coming Fourth 
of July holiday; he who did more than any 
other person in the Continental Congress to 
bring it all about: John Adams. 

It is gratifying that author David McCullough 
has appropriately been recognized by his alma 
mater and in 1998 received an honorary de-
gree from Yale University. 

Mr. RAHALL. Madam Speaker, with the 
225th anniversary of our Declaration of Inde-
pendence being celebrated next week, it is 
with particular patriotic pride that the House 
should consider today H.R. 1668, a bill to au-
thorize the Adams Memorial Foundation to es-
tablish a commemorative work to honor former 
President John Adams, his family and his leg-
acy. 

We can thank many people for bringing the 
House to this point, but I want to pay tribute 
to the work of one Member of this body who’s 
inspiration and yeoman’s work truly has given 
life and legs to the idea for an Adam’s Memo-
rial. 

This member’s work is based not in the poli-
tics of the moment or the whims of a majority, 
not upon the interest of a monied few or is it 
masked in media mania. 

Representative TIM ROEMER’s fount for this 
memorial was refreshingly found deep within 

the well spring of democracy itself, intellectual 
curiosity. 

Though Adams himself sought no memorial, 
even he would appreciate the sentient scene 
of ROEMER cloistered in the Library of Con-
gress greedily soaking up the lyrical lessons of 
Adams to the Continental Congress working 
tirelessly toward independence, drafting our 
Nation’s now oldest constitution, that of the 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts, and con-
tinuing his service as Vice-President and 
President of the United States. 

Representative ROEMER himself stands sen-
tinel to all that Adams worked for his entire 
life, enlightened leadership. We thank him for 
his work on this legislation. Which will help il-
luminate our Nation’s founding and the con-
tributions Adams can still bring to Americans 
today. 

Madam Speaker, as this bill’s language 
points out, somewhere along the way, we lost 
sight of the extraordinary national contributions 
of John Adams and those of his wife Abigail 
and their offspring. Among the gleaming mar-
ble facades of our presidential constellation 
along our national mall, among the many sites 
where we pay homage to individual’s through-
out America’s history here in our Nation’s 
Capital, there is a void, an Adams void, that 
should be filled. 

Daniel Webster, on the occasion of the 
deaths of John Adams and Thomas Jefferson 
on July 4th, 1826, noted: ‘‘A truly great man 
. . . is no temporary flame.’’ Rather he con-
cluded it is ‘‘a spark of fervent heat, as well as 
radiant light, with power to rekindle the com-
mon mass of human kind; so that when it 
glimmers in its own decay, and finally goes 
out in death, no night follows, but it leaves the 
world all light, all on fire from the potent con-
tact of its own spirit.’’ 

It is time we reignited the flame of Adams 
genius and work. Our flint and steel will be an 
interpretive memorial for generations to visit, 
perpetually sparking their curiosities of this 
great American, John Adams, his legacy and 
his family. 

Former Librarian of Congress, Daniel 
Boorstin, has highlighted for me a passage in 
a letter Thomas Jefferson sent Adams recall-
ing the joint efforts of the two old revolution-
aries, ‘‘We were fellow-laborers in the same 
cause . . . Laboring always at the same oar, 
with some wave ever ahead, threatening to 
overwhelm us, and yet passing harmless 
under our bark, we knew not how we rode 
through the storm with heart and hand, and 
made a happy port . . . and so we have gone 
on, and shall go on puzzled and prospering 
beyond example in the history of man.’’ 

With heart and hand let us give sail to that 
same voyage in the tradition of our founders. 
Let us hold the lamp of liberty bright to find 
passage through storms beyond our horizons 
and batten down all doubts of democracy by 
hoisting high the life and legacy of John 
Adams. 

Mr. HEFLEY. Madam Speaker, I 
hope that we pass this bill unani-
mously here today, and I yield back 
the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Colorado (Mr. 
HEFLEY) that the House suspend the 

rules and pass the bill, H.R. 1668, as 
amended. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds of 
those present have voted in the affirm-
ative. 

Mr. HEFLEY. Madam Speaker, on 
that I demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the 
Chair’s prior announcement, further 
proceedings on this motion will be 
postponed. 

f 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Mr. HEFLEY. Madam Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days within 
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material 
in the RECORD on H.R. 1668, the bill just 
considered. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Colorado? 

There was no objection. 

f 

AUTHORIZING FUNDING FOR NA-
TIONAL 4–H PROGRAM CENTEN-
NIAL INITIATIVE 

Mr. LUCAS of Oklahoma. Madam 
Speaker, I move to suspend the rules 
and pass the Senate bill (S. 657) to au-
thorize funding for the National 4–H 
Program Centennial Initiative. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
S. 657 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. NATIONAL 4–H PROGRAM CENTEN-

NIAL INITIATIVE. 
(a) FINDINGS.—Congress finds that— 
(1) the 4–H Program is 1 of the largest 

youth development organizations operating 
in each of the 50 States and over 3,000 coun-
ties; 

(2) the 4–H Program is promoted by the 
Secretary of Agriculture through the Coop-
erative State Research, Education, and Ex-
tension Service and land-grant colleges and 
universities; 

(3) the 4–H Program is supported by public 
and private resources, including the National 
4–H Council; and 

(4) in celebration of the centennial of the 
4–H Program in 2002, the National 4–H Coun-
cil has proposed a public-private partnership 
to develop new strategies for youth develop-
ment for the next century in light of an in-
creasingly global and technology-oriented 
economy and ever-changing demands and 
challenges facing youth in widely diverse 
communities. 

(b) GRANT.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Agri-

culture may provide a grant to the National 
4–H Council to pay the Federal share of the 
cost of— 

(A) conducting a program of discussions 
through meetings, seminars, and listening 
sessions on the National, State, and local 
levels regarding strategies for youth devel-
opment; and 
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