11772

If the Chinese government ever hopes to
have any credibility in the world community,
China must immediately release Gao Zhan, an
innocent women, wife and mother; U.S. citi-
zens Dr. Li Shaomin and Mr. Wu Jianmin; per-
manent U.S. residents Mr. Qin Guangguang,
Mrs Teng Chunyan, and Mr. Liu Yaping.

| urge a unanimous vote in support of H.
Res. 160 and | implore the government of the
People’s Republic of China to free Gao Zhan
and the other scholars and reunite them with
their families.

Mr. DELAY. Madam Speaker, | rise today
because | am outraged. Outraged that the
People’s Republic of China is holding Amer-
ican scholars against their will. H. Res. 160,
introduced by my colleague Mr. SMITH of New
Jersey, takes an important step toward ad-
dressing the human and civil rights abuses
committed by the Communist Chinese govern-
ment. This Congress must not let human
rights abuses by China or any other nation go
unchecked.

At the present time, Li Shaomin and other
scholars are being held in Chinese prisons for
“crimes against the State.” These Americans
may be enduring torture and coercion, and
may be forced into “confessing” to crimes
they did not commit. But these are perhaps
the least of the indignities that these men and
women must endures.

The imprisonment of Li Shaomin and other
American scholars of Chinese ancestry are
just symptoms of the larger disease that is
China’s blatant disregard for human life and
human rights. It is clear from the State Depart-
ment’'s 2000 Country Report on Human Rights
Practices in China, that the Communist Chi-
nese government commits, on a daily basis,
violations of the most essential and basic
human rights.

Let our support for this resolution send a
clear and compelling signal that this Congress
and our Nation will not stand silently by while
natural and universal human rights are cur-
tailed in China or anywhere else.

Mr. FALEOMAVAEGA. Madam Speaker, |
rise in strong support of House Resolution
160.

Madam Speaker, | am deeply disturbed by
the Government of China’s recent arrests and
detentions of American citizens and U.S. per-
manent residents of Chinese ancestry.

Prosecutions of Americans by China’s State
Security Ministry and agencies have been rare
since the Korean War. With the recent out-
break of detentions, however, it is troubling
that China may now feel it acceptable to target
American subjects—as long as they have Chi-
nese blood.

In particular, | find it deplorable that those
detained have been held virtually incommuni-
cado for months—denied any contact with im-
mediate family members and even their attor-
neys. Given the lack of due process and the
hidden, clandestine proceedings, it is no won-
der that China’s charges of espionage and
other serious violations against the detainees
are viewed as false, and any confessions pro-
duced as resulting from torture.

In an effort to address these matters,
Madam Speaker, | commend Mr. SMITH, Mr.
LANTOS and Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN for introducing
House Resolution 160. | am honored to be a
co-sponsor of the measure.
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In addition to calling upon the Chinese Gov-
ernment for the immediate and unconditional
release Dr. Li, Dr. Geo and other American
scholars of Chinese ancestry who have been
detained, this important legislation urges
President Bush to appoint a special envoy and
make the detainees’ release a top priority in
U.S.-Sino relations.

| cannot agree more Madam Speaker, as
American citizens and U.S. permanent resi-
dents, when they go overseas, must be pro-
tected and not be subject to arbitrary harass-
ment and detention on unsubstantiated
charges, whether by China or any other na-
tion.

| strongly urge adoption of the legislation by
our colleagues.

Mr. SHERMAN. Madam Speaker, I
yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Madam
Speaker, we do have some additional
speakers; but regrettably, they are ei-
ther en route from their home districts
or are in appropriations markups. So
at this point since they are not here,
Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of our time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mrs.
BIGGERT). The question is on the mo-
tion offered by the gentleman from
New Jersey (Mr. SMITH) that the House
suspend the rules and agree to the reso-
lution, H. Res. 160, as amended.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds of
those present have voted in the affirm-
ative.

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Madam
Speaker, on that I demand the yeas
and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this motion will be
postponed.

———

CALLING UPON HEZBOLLAH TO
ALLOW RED CROSS TO VISIT
FOUR ABDUCTED ISRAELIS

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Madam
Speaker, I move to suspend the rules
and agree to the resolution (H. Res. 99)
expressing the sense of the House of
Representatives that Lebanon, Syria,
and Iran should call upon Hezbollah to
allow representatives of the Inter-
national Committee of the Red Cross
to visit four abducted Israelis, Adi
Avitan, Binyamin Avraham, Omar
Souad, and Elchanan Tannenbaum,
presently held by Hezbollah forces in
Lebanon.

The Clerk read as follows:

H. RES. 99

Whereas on October 7, 2000, Hezbollah
units, in clear violation of international law,
crossed the Lebanese border into Israel and
kidnapped three Israeli soldiers, Adi Avitan,
Binyamin Avraham, and Omar Souad;

Whereas on October 15, 2000, Hezbollah an-
nounced that it had abducted a fourth
Israeli, Elchanan Tannenbaum;
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Whereas these captives are being held by
Hezbollah in Lebanon;

Whereas the 1999 Department of State re-
port on foreign terrorist organizations stated
that Hezbollah receives substantial amounts
of financial assistance, training, weapons,
explosives, and political, diplomatic, and or-
ganizational assistance from Iran and Syria;

Whereas Syria voted in favor of the Uni-
versal Declaration of Human Rights in the
United Nations General Assembly;

Whereas Lebanon voted in favor of the Uni-
versal Declaration of Human Rights in the
United Nations General Assembly;

Whereas Iran voted in favor of the Uni-
versal Declaration of Human Rights in the
United Nations General Assembly;

Whereas the International Committee of
the Red Cross has made numerous attempts
to gain access to assess the condition of
these prisoners; and

Whereas the International Committee of
the Red Cross has been denied access to
these prisoners: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That it is the sense of the House
of Representatives that Lebanon, Syria, and
Iran should call upon Hezbollah to allow rep-
resentatives of the International Committee
of the Red Cross to visit four abducted
Israelis, Adi Avitan, Binyamin Avraham,
Omar Souad, and Elchanan Tannenbaum,
presently held by Hezbollah forces in Leb-
anon.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
New Jersey (Mr. SMITH) and the gen-
tleman from New York (Mr. CROWLEY)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from New Jersey (Mr. SMITH).

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Madam
Speaker, I yield myself such time as I
may consume.

Madam Speaker, even in the midst of
war or violent conflict, the need for
some limits must be underlined. Those
limits are of crucial importance in that
they remind us of our essential human-
ity. When humanitarian standards are
ignored, we need to call them to the at-
tention of those who seem to be vio-
lating them. In the case of the individ-
uals mentioned in the resolution now
before us, who are Israeli soldiers and
civilians, the rules are, in fact, being
ignored. This resolution relates to sev-
eral Israeli soldiers and one civilian
who have been kidnapped from Israel
itself or in Europe. Their captors have
admitted holding them and they have
said that they are alive, but that is all
that is known about them.

In defiance of international norms,
their captors are not permitting the
International Committee of the Red
Cross to have access to them. Of
course, the captives should be treated
humanely. Of course, they should be re-
leased, but they should certainly, at
the very least, be provided with protec-
tions of international humanitarian
law. The International Committee of
the Red Cross should be provided with
access to them so that their welfare
can be ascertained and other appro-
priate protections be afforded to them.
It is cynical and cruel for Hezbollah to
deny the ICRC access to them. The real
harm is being done to their families
who wait for word of their welfare.
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Madam Speaker, let me just say that
the governments of Lebanon, Syria,
and Iran either fund Hezbollah or allow
it to operate on their territory. This
resolution asks those governments to
use their influence to ask Hezbollah to
do the right thing. It is not too much
to ask. I request that my colleagues
join me in supporting this resolution.

Madam Speaker, I would like to
thank the chairman of the full com-
mittee, the gentleman from Illinois
(Mr. HYDE); the ranking member of the
full committee, the gentleman from
California (Mr. LANTOS); and the chair-
man of the Subcommittee on the Mid-
dle East and South Asia, the gen-
tleman from New York (Mr. GILMAN);
and the ranking Democrat of the Sub-
committee on the Middle East and
South Asia, the gentleman from New
York (Mr. ACKERMAN) for moving this
bill through their committees.

I also want to thank the gentleman
from New York (Mr. CROWLEY) for
sponsoring it. It is a good resolution
and it deserves the support of this
body.

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. CROWLEY. Madam Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Madam Speaker, I thank my friend,
the gentleman from New Jersey (Mr.
SMITH), for his words in support of this
resolution; and I rise in strong support
of this resolution.

Madam Speaker, I want to begin by
thanking the chairman of the full com-
mittee, the gentleman from Illinois
(Mr. HYDE); our distinguished ranking
member, the gentleman from Cali-
fornia (Mr. LANTOS); my Republican
colleagues, the gentleman from New
York (Mr. GILMAN), the gentleman
from Virginia (Mr. CANTOR), the gen-
tleman from Illinois (Mr. KIRK), and
the gentleman from New Jersey (Mr.
SMITH) for their work; and my other
colleague, the gentleman from New
York (Mr. ACKERMAN), for helping to
get this resolution to the floor for
quick consideration today.

In October 2000, Adi  Avitan,
Binyamin Avraham, and Omar Souad
were abducted while on a routine pa-
trol of Israel’s northern border. A
fourth man, Elchanan Tannenbaum, a
reservist, was taken while on a busi-
ness trip in Europe.

At the present time, these men are
believed to be held by the Hezbollah on
Lebanese soil. The United Nations Sec-
retary General Kofi Annan and the
International Committee of the Red
Cross have made numerous overtures
to Hezbollah in an effort to gain access
to assess the physical condition and
well-being of these prisoners. The
Hezbollah has rejected these requests
each and every time.

The continued detention of these
men by Hezbollah troops is unaccept-
able and must be addressed imme-
diately.
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The conditions of their capture and
the subject of detention run completely
counter to the international standards
and laws. Given that the State Depart-
ment Report on Terrorism has named
Iran and Syria as the patron states of
Hezbollah, we must hold the govern-
ments in Tehran and Damascus respon-
sible for the well-being of these men.

As signatories to the Universal Dec-
laration on Human Rights, Iran and
Syria have a responsibility to the
international community to take con-
crete steps to encourage Hezbollah to
permit this visit to take place. Presi-
dent Khatami and President Assad
have made statements regarding the
desire to join the community of na-
tions. If these statements truly rep-
resent the desires of Iran and Syria, I
ask them to take the first step toward
achieving that objective by exerting
their considerable influence over
Hezbollah to allow the International
Committee of the Red Cross to do their
job without further delay.

I first met the families of these men
on a visit to Israel earlier this year in
January with Members from New York,
the gentleman from New York (Mr.
WEINER) and the gentleman from New
York (Mr. NADLER). It was my hope
that by the time we met again that
their sons and fathers would be home.

Last month, I stood beside them once
again here in Washington, but the void
left by their sons and fathers still re-
mains. I know that the families are
grateful that they need not fight for
their sons and fathers alone. They are
joined by well over 70 Members of the
House and the Senate who have cospon-
sored this resolution before us. We send
a strong signal to the patron states of
Hezbollah; but most of all, we must
send hope to Adi, to Binyamin, to
Omar, and Elchanan and their families.
We can do just that by passing this res-
olution today.

Therefore, Madam Speaker, I urge all
of my colleagues to support this resolu-
tion.

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. SHAW. Madam Speaker, | rise today in
strong support of House Resolution 99, a res-
olution to urge Lebanon, Syria, and Iran to
allow the International Red Cross to visit the
four abducted Israelis. Many of my constitu-
ents have contacted me to voice their con-
cerns for the lIsraeli citizen and the three
Israeli soldiers that were taken hostage. | re-
cently received a group of letters from the fifth
grade class at the Jacobson Sinai Academy of
North Dade, asking me to “imagine how their
families are crying from sorrow because their
child has been kidnapped.” | believe Congress
has a responsibility to push for International
Red Cross intervention to check on the status
of the captured Israelis.

We should continue diplomatic efforts to
seek the help of Syria and Iran in opening a
dialogue with the Hezbollah. H. Res. 99 sends
an important message to the international
community that these hostages have not been
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forgotten, even while the security situation in
the Middle East has deteriorated since last
fall. | urge the House to unanimously pass this
resolution and continue to work towards a last-
ing peace in the Middle East.

Mr. GILMAN. Madam Speaker, it is with re-
gret that we have to bring this resolution be-
fore the House today, but it is necessary to do
so, because of an ongoing human tragedy—
the capture of several individuals by a terrorist
band operating with the support, or perhaps
the acquiescence, of three Middle Eastern
states, and which is holding them without pro-
viding any access by international humani-
tarian organizations.

| want to express my appreciation for the ef-
forts of the gentleman from New York, Mr.
CROWLEY, and the gentleman from lllinois, Mr.
KIRK, who have worked so diligently on this
resolution. Also, | want to thank the Chairman
of the Committee, the gentleman from lllinois
(Mr. HYDE) and my colleagues, the gentleman
from New York, (Mr. ACKERMAN), our sub-
committee Ranking Member, and the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. LANTOS), the full
Committee ranking member.

Last October, Hezbollah terrorists crossed
the lIsraeli border near the so-called Shebaa
Farms area and captured 3 soldiers. Later that
month, they kidnapped an Israeli businessman
in Europe.

This resolution is not just about the legality
of the captivity of these individuals, although
of course they should be released. The narrow
question we are focusing is on whether they
should be allowed visits by the International
Committee of the Red Cross—and who should
be making that appeal to their captors.

There is no question about who is respon-
sible for this act—Hezbollah. Those countries
which allow Hezbollah to operate, or which
fund it—namely Iran, Syria, and Lebanon—are
in a position to influence this request.

We are asking that they would use their in-
fluence. It's just that simple. That is what this
resolution is seeking.

Accordingly, | ask my colleagues to fully
support this resolution, and | reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. KIRK. Madam Speaker, | rise today to
call on the immediate release of three Israeli
soldiers and one lIsraeli citizen who have been
held hostage by Hezbollah in Lebanon for the
last eight months. | thank the gentleman from
New York (Mr. CROWLEY) for sponsoring this
resolution and the gentleman from lllinois (Mr.
HYDE) for bringing it to the floor today.

On October 7, 2000, Hezbollah terrorists
crossed the Lebanese border into Israel, am-
bushed an IDF patrol unit, and abducted Adi
Avitan, Binyamin Avraham, and Omar Souad.
Only a week later, Elchanan Tannenbaum, an
Israeli civilian, was abducted while on a busi-
ness trip to Switzerland. Despite constant
international pressure, Hezbollah has not yet
shown any signs of releasing these four hos-
tages. Hezbollah continues to deny any re-
quests to meet with these four men.

The kidnaping of these three soldiers and
one citizen is yet another intolerable element
of the ongoing struggle in the Middle East.
Iran and Hezbollah’s blatant violation of estab-
lished international norms must be confronted.
Syria, Lebanon, and Iran all voted in favor of
the Universal Declaration of Human Rights in
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the United Nations General Assembly, yet
Hezbollah has continued to deny the Inter-
national Committee of the Red Cross access
to these prisoners.

Having worked against Hezbollah in Bosnia,
| am aware of the danger they pose to Israelis
and America abroad. We must take all nec-
essary steps to ensure that, at the very least,
Syria, Lebanon, and Iran call upon Hezbollah
to allow representatives of the International
Committee of the Red Cross to visit these
Israeli hostages. For 261 days, these four men
have been held captive. The families of these
young men cannot continue to be tormented
by the uncertainty of their loved ones’ exist-
ence. Hezbollah has remained tight lipped on
the condition of these men, and several Arabic
language newspapers have reported that at
least one of the soldiers had died in captivity.

The United States must take a strong posi-
tion against Hezbollah and call for these ter-
rorists to allow the International Committee of
the Red Cross to visit Adi Avitan, Binyamin
Avraham, Omar Souad, and Elchanan Tan-
nenbaum. This resolution is a re-affirmation of
our commitment to Israel and the values of
democracy, justice, and human decency.

0 1600

Mr. CROWLEY. Madam Speaker, I
have no further requests for time, and
I yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Madam
Speaker, I have no further requests for
time, and I yield back the balance of
my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mrs.
BIGGERT). The question is on the mo-
tion offered by the gentleman from
New Jersey (Mr. SMITH) that the House
suspend the rules and agree to the reso-
lution, H. Res. 99.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds of
those present have voted in the affirm-
ative.

Mr. CROWLEY. Madam Speaker, on
that I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this motion will be
postponed.

———

HONORING 19 U.S. SERVICEMEN
WHO DIED IN TERRORIST BOMB-
ING OF KHOBAR TOWERS IN
SAUDI ARABIA ON JUNE 25, 1996

Mr. McHUGH. Madam Speaker, I
move to suspend the rules and agree to
the concurrent resolution (H. Con. Res.
161) honoring the 19 United States serv-
icemen who died in the terrorist bomb-
ing of the Khobar Towers in Saudi Ara-
bia on June 25, 1996, as amended.

The Clerk read as follows:

H. CoN. RESs. 161

Whereas June 25, 2001, marks the fifth an-
niversary of the tragic terrorist bombing of
the Khobar Towers military housing com-
pound in Dhahran, Saudi Arabia;

Whereas 19 members of the United States
Air Force were killed in the bombing and 250
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other United States military personnel were
wounded;

Whereas the 19 airmen killed while serving
their country were Captain Christopher
Adams, Sergeant Daniel Cafourek, Sergeant
Millard Campbell, Senior Airman Earl
Cartrette, Jr., Sergeant Patrick Fennig, Cap-
tain Leland Haun, Sergeant Michael Heiser,
Sergeant Kevin Johnson, Sergeant Romnald
King, Sergeant Kendall Kitson, Jr., Airman
First Class Christopher Lester, Airman First
Class Brent Marthaler, Airman First Class
Brian McVeigh, Airman First Class Peter
Morgera, Sergeant Thanh Nguyen, Airman
First Class Joseph Rimkus, Senior Airman
Jeremy Taylor, Airman First Class Justin
Wood, and Airman First Class Joshua
Woody;

Whereas the families of these brave airmen
still mourn their loss;

Whereas on September 24, 1996, the House
of Representatives agreed to House Concur-
rent Resolution 200 of the 104th Congress
honoring the victims of that terrorist bomb-
g,

Whereas those guilty of the attack have
yet to be brought to justice; and

Whereas terrorism remains a constant and
ever-present threat around the world: Now,
therefore, be it

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the
Senate concurring), That, on the occasion of
the fifth anniversary of the terrorist bomb-
ing of the Khobar Towers military housing
compound in Dhahran, Saudi Arabia, the
Congress—

(1) recognizes the sacrifice of the 19 mem-
bers of the United States Air Force who died
in that attack; and

(2) calls upon every American to pause and
pay tribute to those brave airmen.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
New York (Mr. MCHUGH) and the gen-
tlewoman from California (Mrs.
TAUSCHER) each will control 20 min-
utes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from New York (Mr. MCHUGH).

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. MCHUGH. Madam Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days within
which to revise and extend their re-
marks on H. Con. Res. 161.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from New York?

There was no objection.

Mr. McHUGH. Madam Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Madam Speaker, I rise in strong sup-
port of this resolution introduced by
the gentleman from Georgia (Mr.
ISAKSON) honoring the commitment
and sacrifice of the 19 servicemembers
killed 5 years ago today on June 25,
1996, when a terrorist truck bomb de-
molished the Khobar Towers barracks
in Saudi Arabia in which they were
stationed.

This resolution should remind us
that these brave Americans then, as
well as those serving in uniform today,
willingly risked their lives to defend
United States’ interests and the free-
dom and the values that we all enjoy as
citizens. Such commitment imposes on
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the rest of us an obligation to ensure
that we do not break faith with those
who serve and that we respond to such
commitment by resolving to provide
the resources necessary for our mili-
tary forces to successfully carry out
the missions assigned to them.

For the families and loved ones of
those who died on this day, this resolu-
tion signals our continued under-
standing of the pain and loss that they
feel and that the sacrifices made by
these 19 men and women, some of
America’s best and brightest, will not,
cannot, be forgotten.

Finally, we as a Nation must under-
stand that terrorism directed at Amer-
icans will continue for the foreseeable
future. Five years ago, terrorists killed
19 Americans residing in Khobar Tow-
ers; 8 months ago, they killed 17 aboard
the U.S.S. Cole. In the face of this ter-
rorism, we must be vigilant to prevent
or reduce the probability of it occur-
ring, and relentless in the pursuit of
those who perpetrate such horrendous
actions.

While I am pleased that Federal in-
dictments have been issued in connec-
tion with the Khobar Towers attack, I
and many others join me in a mutual
concern that not all of those respon-
sible for the attack have yet been iden-
tified. America should not rest until all
the perpetrators have been brought to
justice.

Madam Speaker, I want to pay par-
ticular tribute to the gentleman from
Georgia (Mr. ISAKSON) for his work in
putting together and advancing this
worthy resolution. His commitment, I
know, is shared by many in this House,
certainly many on the Subcommittee
on Military Personnel; the gentle-
woman from California (Mrs.
TAUSCHER), the ranking member; the
gentleman from Arkansas (Mr. SNY-
DER); and so many others on both sides
of the aisle who recognize that this
sort of resolution knows no party.
Rather, in joint celebration of lives
that were cut off too short and in sol-
emn resolution of a recognition of the
loss of those lives, we join together.

Madam Speaker, I would certainly
urge all of my colleagues in the House
today to join me in supporting this
very, very worthy piece of action.

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal-
ance of my time.

Mrs. TAUSCHER. Madam Speaker, 1
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Madam Speaker, I would also like to
join my esteemed colleague from New
York (Mr. MCHUGH), the chairman of
the Subcommittee on Military Per-
sonnel, in commending my colleague,
the gentleman from Georgia (Mr.
ISAKSON), for his thoughtfulness today.

This is a terrible day, a terrible anni-
versary, because 5 years ago today on
June 25, 1996, a truck bomb exploded
outside the fence around the Khobar
Towers compound in Dhahran, Saudi
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